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PROUD MOM: 
On Jan. 19,  first 

day of the spring 
semester, Samir 
Howard, business 
major, and his 
m o m  M i i s h a 
Webb, first grade 
teacher, check his 
student profile on 
a computer that 
is avai lable to 
students. “I came 
with my son to 
support him,” Webb 
said, “I ’m very 
proud of him and I 
value education.” 
The computers are 
located in the Main 
Building next to the 
Admissions office.  
“These computers 
are a quick access 
to your e-mail, 
f inancia l  a ids, 
grades, schedule 
and to research 
anything about the 
college,” Howard 
said. Melissa Sue 
Lopez/Pioneer

December power outages leave damages, 
electrical issues

See POWER page 9

See MLK page 9

LENORA LAVICTOIRE
Editor 
editor@occc.edu

The state’s budget crisis isn’t 
the only thing hurting the col-
lege financially. December’s 
power interruption added 
more.

Damages found after elec-
trical failure are adding up 
to the thousands, according 
to an inventory assembled by 
Facilities Management Direc-
tor Chris Snow.

The inventory of all cam-
pus equipment conducted 
after a power outage to the 

campus on Dec. 1 identified 
a Main Building condenser 
pump worth $8,192 and an 
air handler unit worth $3,276 
as damaged, among multiple 
damaged equipment totalling 
to $13,711. 

“I cannot confirm that any 
of the identified repairs were 
directly related to electrical 
outage incurred,” Snow wrote 
in an email. All the damaged 
equipment listed in the inven-
tory has since been fixed.

With electricity  scarce and 
darkness closing in, the college 
closed early at 3 p.m. on Dec. 1.

Snow said that the day began 

with the college losing power early in the morn-
ing, around 9 a.m.

Although many Oklahomans were out of 
power at that time due to winter weather, Snow 
said that the OCCC power outage was not re-
motely related to the snow and ice.

The power outage was due to a fuse on an 

Oklahoma General and Electric power line near 
SW 80th  and May Avenue that had become 
disconnected.

Snow said that OG&E responded within one 
hour by 

Power outages leave college paying price

Students, professors reflect on MLK
ERIKA FIERRO
Staff Writer
staffwriter4@occc.edu

Martin Luther King Jr. Day on Jan. 18 allowed 
several members of the campus community to 
reflect on the meaning of the man’s life.

The OCCC campus was closed that day in 
observance of the holiday.

Psychology Professor Jennifer Allen said 
prejudice has not disappeared. 

 “For me, especially in today’s climate, there 
are still so many inequalities that exist,” Allen 
said. “Even despite some of the current legisla-
tion that’s passed for marriage equality, (Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day) is still relevant in the sense 
that it’s a reminder we still have a long way to go.” 

 Psychology major Shetria Voth said King’s 

PG. 7
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After the invention of e-books, there are fewer pic-
tures of people carrying a real book to read in public 
places. Instead there is a the rising number of over-
dependent technology users who always keep their 

eyes surfing on screens instead. 
Even worse, some people think 
that electronic reading could 
potentially replace paper books 
because of its conveniences 
and speed. Obviously, nobody 
could deny the tremendous 
convenience in using modern 
devices in order to read books. 
With just a smartphone and a 
connected wifi, people today 
can simply search and read 
every kind of books with just a 
few clicks. Additionally, online 

readers also don’t have to worry about walking with a 
heavy book everywhere, or remembering to carry it all 
the time, or where to get rid of really old books when 
their shelf is out of space. As far as the convenience 
of using the new reading method is concerned, we 
should not completely get rid of what we used to do, 

especially in reading paper books. Let’s take a further 
look, we will see that spending time reading a real 
book is far more beneficial and healthier than using 
an electronic version. 

According to a Medical Daily article called “E-
Books Are Damaging Your Health: Why We Should 
All Start Reading Paper Books Again”, the author 
mentions some differences between a Kindle reader 
and a paper book reader. He said people who are 
reading books by using modern devices such as  
—smartphone or laptop — seem hardly to remem-
ber details and content of the book which they just 
finished compared to traditional readers. 

Furthermore, Charles Czeisler, Sleep Medicine pro-
fessor in Harvard medical school, found out that “the 
light emitted by most e-readers is shining directly into 
the eyes of the reader, whereas from a printed book 
or the original Kindle, the reader is only exposed to 
reflected light from the pages of the book.” It means 
the light affection from electronic devices could po-
tentially decrease the sleep’s quality of the readers. In 
my opinion, paperbook readers are able to gain a real 
feeling of relaxation and enjoyment. People decide 
to read a book when they want to eacape stress and 

have a peaceful moment without any interferences 
in order to refresh their mind. However, if they read 
with an electronic devive, they are easily distracted 
by many things such as notifications from social 
networks and apps, messages from friends, surfing 
websites, advertisements, or emails from work. How 
could they really relax?

The biggest reason I love reading a paper version 
is that I could earn valuable feelings which online 
reading could not bring me. First of all, sometimes  
when I purchase used books I could find old books 
which had handwritten notes from previous owners. 
Those might be a comment about a book’s content, a 
signature or message. For me, those books are wit-
nesses of time and what I want to do with them is to 
keep writing down my own thoughts in them. Ad-
ditionally, in my opinion, holding a book, touching it, 
smelling its paper and marking in it while reading are 
what make people be real readers. Therefore, I believe 
sometimes people should stay completely away from 
modern technology and find an appropriate place to 
enjoy the feelings of reading a real book. 

   —Hung Tran
Senior Writer

E-book isn’t an appropriate tool for reading 
EDITORIAL | Writer says the traditional reading is still more beneficial than using modern technolody 

Moodle needs more efficient remodel, writer says
LETTER TO THE EDITOR | The moodle remodel not adequate, the revised version is worse than the original way

HUNG 
TRAN

To the Editor:
Last semester, I spotted a sign 

while walking to my class that 
said, “Are you ready for the 
reMoodle?” At first, I assumed 
someone had just made an 
unfortunate spelling error, but 
I soon realized it was a clever 
pun being used to tell students 
the online portal was going to 
change. I didn’t really think 
Moodle needed any changing. 
Everything seemed just fine to 
me. I figured the “remoodle” 
might include making the 
graphics a little more eye - 
catching or changing the colors 

to be slightly more cheerful so 
you wouldn’t feel so bad after 
discovering you had bombed a 
test. Sadly, I was wrong about 
every one of my assumptions. 

I logged on to Moodle a 
few days before the semester 
started to get a head start on 
my assignments and reading 
material. Now, most people 
would assume the syllabus and 
due dates overwhelmed me to 
the point of anger. However, it 
was the brand new “reMoodle” 
that gave me a headache and 
made me want to throw my 
computer. 

After putting in my pass-
word, I was greeted by an 
incredibly cheesy, low-quality 
picture of the Northwest side 
of the campus. Don’t get me 
wrong, it’s a lovely picture, 
but Moodle isn’t the place for 
it. I know what the college 
looks like – I’m there every 
day. They did try to update 
the fonts, which was a nice 
gesture, but failed to make it 
look like anything other than a 
bad Microsoft Word template. 
They also put the same picture 
of OCCC again by the “Moodle 
Orientation” tab, in case you 

forgot what the library and 
pond looked like while scroll-
ing for less than one second. 

You get on Moodle for three 
things. 1) To see what you have 
yet to do 2) To see what you 
forgot to do and 3) To see what 
you have failed to do. I don’t 
think the most challenging 
part of OCCC is the course 
work anymore, it’s navigating 
Moodle. The whole thing is just 
a jumbled mess. It’s impossible 
to find anything whether it’s 
an assignment, a discussion 
board or what chapter you’re 
supposed to read. There’s no 

organization to any of it and 
it honestly looks like a website 
from the early 2000’s that is un-
der construction. But, thank-
fully someone had the brilliant 
idea to include a search bar, so 
there is a very slim chance you 
may actually find what you’re 
looking for. 

I used to dread doing my 
homework. Now, I just dread 
finding my homework. Please 
don’t make our lives as students 
even more difficult. We liked 
Moodle before the “reMoodle.” 

— Name witheld by 
request 
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MUSIC REVIEW | Writer says album holds strong flavor in each song

Out of all my friends, I am the one who gets records 
as presents for just about any occasion. I make no 
secret of the fact that I am somewhat of an audiophile, 
and have tried my hardest to put together a somewhat 
acceptable stereo system with secondhand parts.

Collecting vinyl records to me is 
a hobby, but also kind of pursuit of 
“the perfect sound,” so to speak. I 
would love to have a top of the line 
sound system, because the clarity, 
I’m sure, would be 10 times as 
much as the rig I’ve put together. 

That said, I received Electric 
Guest’s solo album Mondo from 
a friend for Christmas, and I was 
ecstatic. I’m not exactly sure what 
to classify their music as; possibly 
funk? What I do know is that this 
is one of the only albums I’ve run across where I can 
safely say there is not a single bad song recorded. 
Every song has its own unique, funky little rhythm, 
and the falsetto that lead singer Asa Taccone utilizes 
is mesmerizing, to say the least. 

My personal favorite from the album is “This Head 

I Hold,” which has such a great lead-in to the song. 
Unfortunately, according to a Google search, the duo 
of Taccone and Matthew Compton have not put out 
any other feature LP’s. The only other albums are an 
EP, a track by track of Mondo, and several others.

Both sides of the record are great, 
but I would have to say I favor 
side one just slightly more for its 
upbeat tempo, as opposed to the 
more atmospheric vibes side two 
gives out.

Regardless, the vinyl is a trea-
sure, and if you’re an individual 
who happens to give a damn about 
sound quality, you should be very 
grateful for the sound this record 
produces. Maybe Electric Guest 
will never tour or put out another 

record, but what they left us with will surely do for 
the time being.

Rating: A+
—Spencer Grant

Online Editor

Podcast teach listeners Rome’s history
SERIES REVIEW | Mike Duncan’s audio show provides more accurate information about Rome’s story.

Mondo album a great listen

Time to say goodbye to slow and heavy scan-
ning machines. 	

The app that I am going to introduce to you 
has enough significant functions it can turn 
your smartphone or tablet into a convenient 
scanning device. 

At first, let me tell you my problem. I am cur-
rently an international student, so I usually have 
to exchange back and forth important papers, 
such as bank records, transcripts, or registra-
tion forms which require my parents’ signatures 
between America and my country. Honestly, it 
was really difficult and time-wasting to find a 
scanner nearby my living place. It wastes a lot 
of money too.

However, after a friend showed me an app 
called Camscanner, all of my concerns were 
solved completely. 

With Camscanner, users can simply use the 
camera on their smartphone or tablet to scan 
any papers, receipts, notes, business cards or 
certificates, and then fax them, email them 
immediately to nearby printers or to anyone. 
The app also provides smart enhancing effects 
which make the texts or pictures look clear 
and sharp. More conveniently, the graphics or 
document scanned by Camscanner could be 
turned into a PDF version.

Besides, all scanned graphics will be saved 
forever within the app. Therefore, whenever I 
want to resend or reuse them, all I have to do 
is open the app and choose the graphics which 
I want to use without shooting again.

What I like the most about Camscanner is 
the convenience. As long as I have my smart 
device, I am able to use the app to scan my 
papers anywhere and anytime.

According to Google Play website, Cams-
canner is the world’s No. 1 mobile document 
scanning and sharing app with over 100 million 
installs in more than 200 countries. 

I believe the app is really helpful for everyone. 
Most important, the installation is free. It is 
also easy for using and wastes only a little bit 
space in your storage device. In my opinion, it 
is worth giving a try. 				  
	

			                —Hung Tran
			           Senior Writer

Scanning 
is no longer a 

big deal

People have been 
telling stories about 
Rome, and the em-
pire it created prac-
tically since the mo-
ment the city was 
founded. The image 
of Julius Caesar ut-
tering the words “et 
tu Brute...” as he lay 
dying on the floor 
of the Senate is so 
firmly entrenched 
in popular culture that it is often taken as fact, not 
an invention of Shakespeare. 

Each generation retells these stories, and distorting 
altering them to the needs and tastes of the time. Try 
comparing the 1960 film “Spartacus” with the more 
recent “Spartacus” TV series from 2010.

If stories set in Rome have ever made you won-
der what the real story was, check out the “History 
of Rome” podcast. Clocking in over 74 hours this 
podcast series is massive. 

The “History of Rome” begins at the mythical 
founding of the city by Romulus and Remus, two 
brothers raised by a wolf. It continues through the 
era of the Roman Republic, and ends with the fall of 
the Western Roman Empire.

The “History of Rome” originally aired from 2007 

to 2012, and was 
the first effort of 
the now veteran 
podcaster Mike 
Duncan. Dun-
can credits his 
inspiration for the 
show in part to 
reading his grand-
father’s copy of 
the classic work 
of history,“The 
Decline and Fall 

of the Roman Empire,” as a kid. There are a few rough 
edges in the early episodes, but these smooth out 
over time, and the podcast is clearly a labor of love.  

The “History of Rome” is vast, so virtually every kind 
of story gets told throughout the podcast. There are 
plenty of epic battles, heroes, and villains, but there 
is so much more. The story of Rome sheds light on 
the origins of a lot of things we think of as modern. 
Whether it’s politics, law, religion, or art, we owe a 
debt to the Romans for their contributions. 

Listening to the “History of Rome” will make you 
both more informed and more curious about the 
world. 

Rating: A-
—Amar Molinas

Webmaster
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For people who are crime story lov-
ers, I highly recommend the Gaslight 
Mystery Series written by Victoria 
Thompson, the national bestselling au-
thor of murder on St. Mark’s place. The 
series includes ten small books which 
are about ten separately mystery scenes.

Right now, I am holding only three 
versions of the Gaslight Mystery Series 
— number 1, 4 and 8 — which I bought 
from the Used Book sale event occurred 
in OCCC campus few months ago. 
Honestly, I’m not a huge fan of detec-
tive or crime novels. The only reason 
which lead me purchasing those books 
was the acceptable price. Most of the 
books sold at the event cost only one 
dollar per one. Therefore, I thought if 

the stories were not good, I could have 
them for my book collection or a gift 
for my friend who might love them.

However, after starting reading one 
book, I did not want to put it down. 
Personally, the way the author arranges 
details, evidences, characters and situ-
ation in order to create a murder is so 
brilliant. I believe that many audiences 
might fall into same situations like 
me, that are wrong guesses. For few 
first proves releasing from a scene, the 
author actually made me think that it 
is so easy to figure out the murderer. 
Then, she keep building more new evi-
dences to prove that my former guesses 
are totally wrong. That makes me feel 
confused and eagerly want to continue 

reading in order to find out who is the 
real killer in the case.

Honestly, detective novels never 
interest me because of its complicated 
terms that are usually used to describe 
in a murder or a case. Nevertheless, 
Victoria only uses normal and easy-
to-understand words in her books, 
but still make her books appealing and 
entertaining.

In addition, ten stories in the Gaslight 
Mystery Series are short stories. It takes 
me only four days to finish each book. I 
have to say the series are worth spend-
ing time on reading.        

  Rating: A
—Hung Tran

Senior Writer

Gaslight Mystery books engage readers

TOP 20 
MOVIES

Weekend of Jan. 8, 
through Jan. 10

www.newyorktimes.com

1. Star Wars: The 
Force Awakens
2. The Revenant
3. Daddy’s Home	
4. The Forest	
5. Sisters
6. The Hateful Eight	
7. The Big Short	
8. Alvin and the 8. 
Chipmunks: The 
Road Chip	
9. Joy	
10. Concussion	
11. Point Break	
12. The Hunger 
Games: Mockingjay, 
Part 2	
13. The Good 
Dinosaur	
14. Creed
15. Carol	
16. Brooklyn	
17. Spotlight	
18. The Danish Girl
19. Wazir
20. Spectre

BOOK REVIEW | Short story series offers mystery and good writing, writer says

FOOTBALL REVIEW | Writer says Knucks Wheelhouse is a great place to eat with friends

Laid-back pizza place brings good times
It’s been a challenge getting my friends together to sit 

down and catch up due to our busy schedules with work, 
school, and family. 

But during Christmas break, we decided we would all go 
out to eat and spend 
some quality time 
together at least once 
a month. Nothing 
brings people closer 
together than food, 
especially pizza.

Knucks Wheel-
house is a local pizze-
ria located in Brick-
town at 103 East 
California Avenue. 
Knucks Wheelhouse 
seriously has some 
of the best pizza in 
town. You can order 
by the slice or whole pizzas and you can get it delivered.

I love trying new things so I ordered by the slice to try 
different pizzas.

I ordered a slice of pizza named The Flaming Lips. It’s 
topping included Sriracha sauce, jalapenos, and ghost pep-
per salt, talk about spicey. It was delicious. The Hoochie 
Cuchi pizza is topped with Prosciutto, bacon, mozzarella, 
and it’s my favorite so far.

I also tried the Italian Cheese fries because my friends 
raved about it, and they were right. One whole order of 
specialty fries fed 6 people. 

Between my sister and I, we ordered 3 pizza slices, fries, 
and 2 soft drinks and paid a little under $20. That was a 
deal for us.

Knucks Wheelhouse has a cool vibe and laid-back atmo-
sphere. The walls are chalkboard so you can write or draw 

something while you’re there. It’s pretty cool. 
My friends and I were there for 3 hours, eating, but 

mostly talking and laughing. The Knucks Wheelhouse staff 
was friendly and fun. They gave us their opinions about 

what we should try 
first. They were very 
helpful.

The best thing 
about Knucks is that 
it’s open until 3am on 
Friday and Saturdays 
— nothing like a late 
night meal. The place 
wasn’t too busy when 
we went but try to 
avoid the 2am club 
goers if you want 
to enjoy a relaxing 
evening. 

I  hadn’t heard 
about Knucks Wheelhouse until my friend told me about 
it. I think it’s definitely worth visiting and it gives you a 
chance to support a local business in OKC.

Rating: A
—Erika Fierro

Staff Writer

Have you recently seen a movie, 
read a book or dined 

at an area restaurant?
Head over to our Facebook or 

Twitter page and tell us about it.
www.twitter.com/

OCCCPioneer
www.facebook.com/

OCCCPioneer
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HUNG TRAN
Senior Writer
seniorwriter@occc.edu

A sexual harassment report, viewing 
pornographic material, and two medical 
calls kept campus police officers busy in 
recent weeks.  

Around 9:05 a.m. on Jan.7, an OCCC 
female student, 18. went to the Campus 
Department to file a report about being 
harassed when she was walking to the 
campus. Her name was redacted from 
the report. 

Based on the report, she said a His-
panic man wearing a gray shirt and 
driving a black Ford Mustang kept fol-
lowing her and observing her while she 
was walking to the Main Building. Then, 
the suspect rolled down his window and 
offered her $100 to tempt her get into 
his car, she reported.

OCCC police officer Gordon Nelson 
said in the report the suspect vehicle was 

identified on the surveillance camera 
footage around 7:37 a.m. driving slowly 
on Faculty Circle. The car stopped at 
the stop sign for nearly 30 seconds, and 
then stayed in the intersection where 
the student just walked away from for 
nearly 15 seconds. There were no cars 
around to make the driver stop 
for that length of time, Nelson 
reported. The suspect car left 
the campus at 7:38 a.m.

On Jan.16, A male visitor, 
33, whose name was redacted 
from the report, was noticed 
using a  campus computer to view 
pornographic websites around 4:20 
p.m. at the OCCC Welcome Center. 

Officer Jeremy Bohannon reported he 
asked the suspect to turn off the com-
puter and go with him to the Campus 
Police Department.

The suspect had been issued a previ-
ous notice to leave campus on June.17, 
2015 for using OCCC computers to 

look up inappropriate material, Bohan-
non said.

The suspect was escorted off campus 
after his photo was taken and one other 
notice to leave campus was issued, which 
will be in effect until July 16.

Three medical calls also 
required attention.

On Jan 8, OCCC of-
ficer Patrick Martino 
was dispatched to a 
medical call to VPAC 
121 at the  Visual and 

Performing Arts Cen-
ter. He said when he got 

to the scene, he saw a female 
student, 19, lying down. The student 
said she thought she had a heart attack, 
Martino said.

EMSA came to the scene shortly and 
transported the student to Presbyterian 
Hospital. 

At 12:11 p.m. Jan 15, there was also 
a medical report involving to a female 

student, 18, who passed out and hit her 
head on the floor in front of academic 
advising. The student was conscious 
when officers David Madden and Jim-
mie Watts went to the scene.  Watts 
reported that the student said she had 
not eaten all day and asked whether she 
could get a snack.

The student then was evaluated by 
EMSA, but she did not need to be 
transported to the hospital.

Some information was redacted from 
the reports under the direction of Mar-
keting and Public Relations Director 
Cordel Jordan, who said names are 
redacted “according to OCCCPD Stan-
dard Operating Procedures involving 
information released and information 
withheld.”

To obtain a copy of the procedure, 
email cjordan@occc.edu.

To contact campus police, call 405-
682-1611, ext 7747.

Woman faced sexual harassment on the sidewalk

Associate professor retires after 22 years at OCCC
LENORA LAVICTOIRE
Editor
editor@occc.edu

Minnie Flowers said she is somewhat 
sad to be retiring.

Flowers is an OCCC veteran of nearly 
22 years. This January the former as-
sociate professor is in foreign lands: not 
teaching for the first time in 56 years. 

Flowers came to OCCC by coin-
cidence. In 1993, after retiring from 
teaching at Oklahoma City Public 
Schools for 34 years, an OCCC em-
ployee and friend asked her if she could 
come help teach a class. 

And Flowers has been here since. She 
said that before a knee surgery in 2012 
she had not missed a single day of class.

“I planned to stay for a semester or 
two, you know, like a year. But then I 
got here and I just kept goin’...every year 
I said ‘well, this is it,’ but it was just so 
nice and wonderful,” Flowers said.

“I knew I would get older, but I didn’t 
know it would be this quick,” the 76 
year old said.

She said she stayed at the college be-
cause she thought the students needed 
mentors. 

Flowers felt like she could offer them 
something they need in life because she 
too had mentors and teachers in her life 
who changed her world.

“I felt that I could help them...and let 

them know that they can make it if they 
really put forth the effort,” Flowers said. 

In her Success in College and Life 
class, Flowers told her students that 
having values, goals, dreams, and es-
pecially discipline, are the key to their 
success. Helping students establish 
those is Flowers’ duty. 

“You have to sacrifice. You have to 
be committed to what you are doing, 
and you have to let some things go,” 
said Flowers. 

Flowers will be missed by the many 
former students of hers that, she said, 
come back to her each semester asking 
for her to teach a class they are taking. 

She said she regularly sees faculty in 
the hallway that say one of her former 
students was talking about her to them 
that day.

Flowers giggles when she thinks what 
they would say about her.

Flowers said she will spend her 
retirement continuing to sing in the 
Ambassador’s Choir, an Oklahoma City 
professional choir. She also directs her 
church’s choir, and enjoys her grandson 
and family.

Melissa Sue Lopez/Pioneer
Minnie Flowers
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Students make Vice President’s honor roll
Students are eligible to be on the Vice Presi-

dent’s honor roll by achieving a GPA of 3.5 while 
carrying at least 12 hours. Part-time students 
are eligible if they have maintained a 3.5 GPA 
for two consecutive semesters.

Bailey  Abney , Leila  Abu-Robb ,  Edgar  
Acuna, James  Adams, Nosarieme  Adima, 
Milkyas  Afework, Espeer  Agel, Kawika  Ah Lo, 
Hassan  Al-Fadhl, Roman  Alcantara, Moham-
mad  Aljishi,  Mikaela  Allen, Mycalyn  Allen, 
Jesse  Allen, Peyton  Allen, Kenneth  Allen, 
Mary  Allison, Danielle  Allison, Tuissindjong  
Allou,  Brooke  Altstatt, Pedro  Alvarado, 
Victoria  Alvarado, Lesley  Alvarez, Matthew  
Alvey, Aysar  Alzubi, Sarah  Amaral, Christian  
Ambrosio,Nana  Amissah, Nicholas  Anderson.

Melanie  Anderson, Laquita  Anderson , 
Jessica  Andrew.

Harry  Angelo, Jasmin Arredondo, Prashanna  
Aryal, Joise  Asafoadjei,Victoria  Asciutto, James  
Atkinson, Damira  Aviltai, Ginnie  Avino, 
Mariah  Baca, Sara  Bagley, Parker  Baird, Kami  
Baker, Nicole  Ballinger, Braxton  Banks, Rania  
Barakat, Jonathan  Barbato, Sydni  Barker, Lynell  
Barnes, Kevin  Barnes, Sean  Barnette, Ali  Ba-
sheer, Connor  Baumann, Miranda  Baumgard-
ner, David  Beauchamp, Pedro  Becerra, Haleigh  
Beckenhauer, Nour El Yakine, Bel Bekri, Trey  
Bell, Brandi  Beller, Katlyn  Benbrook, Harah  
Bennett, Kassidy  Benson. 

Thomas  Berumen, Taylor  Blalock, Melissa  
Blankenship, Megan  Blevens, Andrew  Blue, 
Evan  Blunt, Tayler  Boggs, Jennifer  Bohannon, 
Jaimie  Bollman, Cejay  Bonner, Brianna  Booker, 
Dennis  Booth, Connar  Boring, Kathya  Borjas, 
Michael  Boyd, Sara  Bradley, Shelbey  Brady, 
Jennie  Brasier, Megan  Bray, Lisa  Brdecko, 
Kacy  Breashears, Amanda Brogdon, Pashen  
Brooks, Kanesha  Brown, Chrisshay  Brown, 
Jason  Burch, Hailey  Burgett, Danielle  Burk.

 Colten  Burris, Charlene  Burrows, Angelica  
Butanda, Joshua  Butcher, Houston  Cagle, Jack  
Caldwell, Zachary  Carley, Seth  Carlson, Brian  
Carrethers, Rose  Carselowey, Jacob  Carter, 
Camila  Castaneda, Karina  Castaneda, Naroba  
Castillo-Lozano, Lori Castro, Annette  Cavener, 
Andrea  Cervantes, William  Chadwick, Michael  
Chandler, Antonio  Chavez, Samantha  Chavez, 
Ahmed  Cheema.

 Shiyun  Chen, Christopher  Chhim, Fatou-
mata  Cisse, Raeven  Clark, Miranda  Clemons, 
Thomas  Clifton, Douglas  Clinton, Michelle  
Coats, Susan  Cochran, Charles  Coleman, Em-
ily  Collins, Taylor  Collins, John  Collinsworth, 
Scotlyn  Collum, Kimberly  Colmenarez, Tessa  
Conerly, Heather  Cook, Casey  Cook, Krystal  
Cooksey, Kendra Cooper.

 Andrea  Cooper, Marissa  Cooper, Morning  
Cornell, Lauren  Cox, Kimberly  Cox, Channah  
Cox, Makayla  Cox, Terrell  Craddock, Tymalie  
Crawford, Hannah  Crews, Anthony  Cribb, 
Rilley  Cruz, Marian  Cruz Moore, Whitson  
Crynes, Keely  Cunningham, James  Daggs, 
Natalie  Dalby, Jennifer  Damron, Phillip  Dang, 
Bishnu  Dangol, Cameron  Daniel, Stephanie  
Daniels, Thanh  Dau, Cierra  Davis, Kyle  Davis.

 Samuel  Davis, Jessica  Day, Ian  Dean, 
Itzelly  Delgado, Stephen  Dellinger, Yannick  
Djomo, Nomvula  Dlamini, Dean  Dobbs, 

Sarah  Dombrowski, Amy  Dominguez, Dustin  
Donaghe, Jasmin  Dowdell, Grant  Draper, 
Anthony  Drzewiecki, Kali  Duffey, Brandon  
Dufner, Dominique  Dulaney, Alexis  Dumas, 
Leslie  Duncan, Lizette  Duncan, Long  Duong, 
Fransua  Durazo, Jimmy  Dutton, Forrest  Dyer, 
Diana  Dzara, Kitty  Eagle, Daniel  Ebrottie, Kylie  
Edwards, Uduak  Effiong, Khoosheh  Eghbal, 
Jakey  Eldred, Noah  Elkins, Jessica  Ellerd, Ma-
rissa  Elliott, Stephanie  Emperly, Anna  Engel, 
Tabitha  English, Rebecca  Enow, 

Karla  Esparza-Segovia, Juana  Espinosa, Tif-
fany  Espinoza, Jonathan  Estrada, Hilda  Estrada, 
Stefania  Evans, Charles  Fagans, Josea’  Fierro, 
Erika  Fierro, Madison  Fife, Katherine  File, 
Laercio  Filipe, Beatrice  Fingernail, Clarisse  
Finley, Savanna  Fisher.

Andrea  Fitzgerald, Brooke  Fitzpatrick, 
Kaitlin  Flores, Jadyn  Flores Montgomery, 
Roselynn  Floyd, Shirley  Fonte, Christopher  
Ford, Amanda  Foster, Jacob  Fourcade, Joselyn  
Fowler, James  Fox, Jasmine  Franco, Kendall  
Frazier, Sierra  Frazier, Dakota  Freeman, Jacob  
Freeman, MacI  French, MeKayela  Fry, Erik  
Fuentes, Angela  Funkhouser, Ryanne  Funk-
houser, Angelina  Gallegos, Andrew  Gammon, 
Joshua  Garcia.

 Cory  Garrard, Evan  Garrett, Shannon  
Genzel, Brittany  German, Jenna  Gibson, Blanca  
Gonzalez, Angel  Gonzalez, Trey  Gourley, 
Trevor  Graham, Malita  Green, Drew  Griffith, 
Brian  Griggs, Kristie  Guidry, Shelby  Gunn, 
Rachel  Hackney, Jennifer  Haddock, Amanda  
Hall, Dax  Hannon, Miranda  Hannon, Farouq  
Hanoon, Lacie  Hardie, Jessica  Harper, Patri-
cia  Harris, Karsten  Harris, William  Harris, 
Neiley  Harris.

 Amber  Harris, Amber  Harris, Catherine  
Hart, Lauren  Hartley, Bailey  Hartman, Dani-
elle  Hatchett, Katrina  Haungs, MacKenzie  
Haverfield, Micheal  Hawkins, David  Hayes, 
Ashley  Hebert, Lyndze  Heidelberg, Brianne  
Henderson, Christian  Hendrix, Kyle  Henry, 
Victor  Hernandez, Nancy  Hernandez, Oscar  
Hernandez, Sonia  Hernandez, Erika  Heusman, 
Jake  Hewett, Christopher  Hightower, Caleb  
Hill, Michael  Hilliary, Vy  Ho.

 Kevin  Hoffmeister, Justin  Holbein, Kyle  Holt, 
Kaci  Holt, Daniel  Hoogvliets, Robert  Hooten, 
Shane  Hopkins, Jessica  Horner, Lakelynn  
Houck, Joshua  House, Kayla  Hubbard, Isabelle  
Hubbert, Tyler  Huckabee, Nathan  Huddleston, 
Taylor  Hudson, Madison  Hudson, Katelyn  
Hughes, Delia  Hundley, Tyler  Hunt, Madison  
Hunter, Traci  Hutchens, Wendy  Ibanez, Adeola  
Igbasanmi, James  Inglis, Joseph  Isaacs, Danial  
Ittiq, Jonathan  Iwertz, Michael  Jackman, Kelsey  
James, Naw  Jeannie, Samuel  Jenkins.

 Yong Jun  Jeon, Maria  Jimenez, Stefanie  
Jimenez, Ryan  Johnson, Terra  Johnson, Traci  
Johnson, Lani  Jones, Taylor  Jones, Kendall  
Jones, Katelyn  Kahrs, Adam  Kantner, Jennifer  
Karner, Safa  Kassim, Allen  Kaulaity, Pratima  
Kc, Megan  Keeler, Caitlin  Kelley, Kristen  Ken-
nedy, Jaime  Keyes, Nurgul  Khaltai, Nguyen  
Khong, Saba  Khorasgani, Chouaib  Khyati, 
David  Kidd, Donghyeok  Kim.

 Hanna  Kim, Jeffrey  Kime, Riley  King, 
Samuel  Knight, Kirsten  Kolb, Alicia  Komppa, 
Warapat  Krasaetanont, Angele  Kubwimana, 
Naomi  Kumi, Phuongthi  Lam, Asma  Lama 
Tamang, Kailey  Lamb, Taylor  Lamb, Izaac  

Lambros, Anthony  Landers, Britny  Lane, Bryan  
Lang, Harrison  Langston, Nathan  Larrinaga, 
Kody  Larsen, Emily  Lathrop, Hang  Le, Lien  
Le, Nhi  Le, Tri  Le, Magen  Ledford, Amber  
Lee, Ju Hwan  Lee, Samuel  Lee, Daniel  Lee, 
Omar  Leija, David  Lewis, McKenna  Lewis, 
Nanxi  Li, Austin  Lilly, Bingzhuo  Liu, Yuyu  
Liu, Adan  Loera Gonzalez, Ashley  Logan, Bri-
anna  Logas, Payden  Long, McKenzi  Long, Jing  
Long, Heather  Long, Jennifer  Looney, Amber  
Louch, Corbin  Lovelady, Brianna  Loveless, 
Carlie  Lucas, Jennifer  Lupton, Zachary  Luttrell, 
Sarah  Lyons, Brenda  Macias, Michelle  Main, 
Cameron  Majma.

 Zobia  Manaf, Rebekah  Mani, William  
Manley, Laura  Mann, Kaitlyn  Mannis, Can-
dyce  Marsh, Morgan Marshall, Chance  Martin, 
Madison  Martin, Kayla  Martin, Jose  Martinez, 
Alyssa  Martinez, Karen  Martinez, Mayra  Mar-
tinez, Jeffery  Mason, Suzannah  Masura, Kaylee  
Maxey, Faith  Mbugua, Anthony  McClain, 
Cheyenne  McClain, Barbara  McDaniel, Derek  
McGuire, Caleb  McLendon, Marcus  McMinn, 
Matthew  Meason, Nelly  Megueu Pinlap, Karla  
Mendez Soria, Matthew  Meyer.

 Kelsey  Miller, Nathaniel  Milliken, Tobie  
Mitchell, Jessica  Moates, Jeffery  Mock, Theo-
dore  Mofle, Patrick  Money, Austin  Moore, 
Addyson  Moore, Karac  Morris, Katherine  
Morrison, Relicia  Morrison, Chelsea Mosby, 
Kaylee  Mosley, Stacie  Mueller, Chance  Muel-
ler, Daria  Mullins, Samantha  Munter, Maris  
Murphy, Rylee  Murray, Darren  Muse, Michael  
Myers, April  Myers, Sean  Myers, Tyler  Myers, 
Haris  Nadeem, Megan  Nance, Esther  Ndichu, 
Best  Ndungu, James Paul  Nelson.

 Daevion  Nelson, Scarlet  Nelson-Gardner, 
Dominque  Newberg, Narcisse  Ngole Ngando, 
Maryanne  Nguyen, Son  Nguyen, Triet  Nguyen, 
Phuong  Nguyen, Christina  Nguyen, Cuong  
Nguyen, Van  Nguyen, Thao  Nguyen, Julie  
Nguyen, Nhi  Nguyen, Tam Nguyen, Johnny  
Nguyen, Kevin  Nguyen, Tracy  Nguyen, Christy  
Nguyen, Jazmine  Nichols, Callie  Nichols, Tayler  
Nickell, Sandra  Nicolescu.

 Sandra  Nkamgna Nsi, Ihdeun  Noh, Emily  
Northam, Joshua  Nunez, Shakiru  Okemakinde, 
Aishat  Olaniyan, Bryan  Olson, Stephanie  
Oosterling, Gisel  Orduna, Elizabeth  Otido, 
Phillip  Ottman, Joshua  Ou, Autumn  Outon, 
Alyssa  Owens, Chelsea  Owens, Jameson  
Owens, Bailey  Pack, Austin  Paddock, Patricia  
Padgett, Ashley  Pankhurst, Gabriela  Pantoja, 
Tamara  Parker, Dalton  Parker, James  Parkman, 
Betsaida  Parra, Virginia  Parrish.

 Shaun  Patrick, Sonny  Patterson, Jewell  
Patton, Micayla  Payne, Kena  Pechacek, Tay-
lor  Peden, Courtney  Peery, Evan  Pendleton, 
Amanda  Penney, Joshua  Penrod, Clyde  Peralta, 
Obed  Perez, Ryan  Perkins, Breauna  Perry, Me-
gan  Pertiet, Kelliegh  Pfeil, Tan  Pham, Huong  
Pham, Tram  Pham, Michaela  Phillips, Denae  
Pickard, Angela  Pierce, Hannah  Pierce, Nicole  
Poindexter, Sarah  Powell, Colleen  Prazma, 
Haley  Prieto, Preslee  Pugh, Ashley  Quanstrom, 
Kelley  Queen, Heather  Ragan.

 Natalie  Ramirez, Savannah  Ramirez, Noah  
Rehrig, Tiffany  Rekieta, Juan  Rendon, Hector  
Reyes, Kristal  Reyes, Nicholas  Reynolds, Wesley  
Rhodes, Kelsey  Rice, Mitchell  Richards, Tiffany  
Richardson, Sydney  Richardson, Lindsey  Rick-
etts, Shawn  Riley, Jennifer  Ritter, Angel  Rivera, 

Michael  Roberts, Caleb  Robertson, Parker  
Robertson, David  Rochat, Pedro  Rodriguez, 
Noemi  Rodriguez, Magdalena  Rodriguez-
Flores, Jared  Rodriquez, Jeremy  Roe, Jonathan  
Roessler, Brooklyn  Rogers.

 Trevor  Rogers, Thomas  Royall, Brandon  
Rucker, Ronald  Rudakubana, Jessica  Ruiz, 
Farhad  Sadat, Christian  Salas Moran, Yuridia  
Saldana, Kellis  Sananikone, Brandy  Sanchez, 
Felicia  Sanders, Jasmine  Sandoval, Sophia  Sap-
per, Allison  Saunders, John  Savage, Christina  
Sawall, Kadey  Scharnhorst, Narice  Scheller, 
Sarah  Schettler, Bruce  Schimmel, Irene  Schoats, 
Jonell  Schultz, Ella  Seay.

 Dalton  Secrist, Marylin  Segura, Marta  Seitz, 
Guadalupe  Serna, Lindsay  Sharp, Richard  
Shaw, Kimberly  Shealey, Cody  Sheldon, Caitlyn  
Shelley, Chloe  Shelton, Ruodan  Shen, Caitlyn  
Shepherd, Collin  Shepherd, Yosuke  Shingu, 
Cecelia  Shortt, Jordan  Shugart, Cathleen  
Sieng, Edgar  Silva, Isabella  Silvers, Ravinderpal  
Singh, Sergio  Sirisombath, Kristina  Sites, Ste-
ven  Slack, Jordan  Sloan, Destiny  Smart, Erin  
Smith, Candice  Smith, Michael  Smith, Madison  
Smith, Connor  Smith, Easton  Smith, Vernetia  
Smith, Brandy  Smith-Stocks, Aaron  Smoot.

 Josie  Sneed, Amine  Sniter, Yona  Snyder, Jose  
Solis, Meghan  Solosabal, Alexandra  Somer-
halder, Jimmy  Son, Monica  Soots, Salomon  
Soto-Urbieta, Caitlyn  Springer, Zachary  Stabe, 
Danielle  Stacy, Jacob  Stacy, Heather  Staley, 
Shyan  Stallings, Catherine  Starkey, Kolton  
Stehno, Theodore  Stephen, Christopher  Ste-
phens, Krista  Stewart, John  Sumida, Hannah  
Summers, Hannah  Suson, Krystal  Swafford, 
Rebecca  Swihart, Stacey  Tadlock, Mario  Ta-
lamantes, Sheri  Talkington, Arjun  Tamang.

 Herve Taning Kaffo, Markedia  Taylor, Kayla  
Taylor, Daniel  Taylor, Megan  Thavisack. Vallie  
Thomas, Justin  Thompson, Sarah  Thonhoff, 
Aire  Thorne, Isabella  Thornton, Kathryne  
Thorpe, Melkamsew  Tiruneh, Paul  Tolson, 
Arhely  Torres, Jaclyn  Towe, Kevin  Towns, 
Jonathan  Trail, Vu Thuy Hoan  Tran, Kha  
Tran, Calebb  Traylor, Jonshi  Trejo, Brian  Trejo 
Rojo, Patricia  Truong, Victor  Truong, Sharita  
Tucker, Seth  Turnage, Dustin  Turner, Jesse  
Uffen, Jason  Upton.

 Gabriel  Van Ness, Cheyenne  Vanwassen-
hove, Caleb  Vesely, Taylor  Vick, Mark  Vieta, 
Michael  Vinson, Sophia  Vo, Chinh  Vo, Alisa  
Vo, Zachary  Volk, Andrew  Vu, Bao  Vu, Tuan  
Vu, Hollee  Waddel, Shelby  Wade, Stephanie  
Walden, Shannon  Walden, Katlin  Wallace, 
Andria  Wallen, Tara  Walton, Penghao  Wang, 
Linda Elsie  Wanjira, Lorna  Ward, Zachary  
Washecheck, John  Webb, Beau  Weber, Alexa  
Webster, Mary Katherine  Weeter, Jordan  West, 
Zachary  West, Kaylan  West, Samantha  West, 
Aaron  Whetstone, Amanda  White, Lauren  
White, Clifford  Whittenton, Julianna  Wiens, 
Morgan  Wilcoxson.

 Sheridan  Wiles, Devyn  Wilhm, Lisa  Wilkins, 
Brittany  Willhite, Jenna  Williams, Lesimone  
Wilson, Naviar  Winkles, Ryan  Wolf, Jillian  
Wolfrom, Sarah  Wood, Cody  Wood, Jessica  
Woodall, Ashlie  Woodard, Bryan  Woodard, 
Kaitlyn  Woods, Hailey  Woosley, Anastasia  
Woosley, Edward  Wren, Edward  Yellowfish, 
Hyunjeong  Yoon, Anastasia  Yorke, Heather  
Young, Sienna  Yount, Lili  Yu, Sahale  Zaman, 
Bendee  Zuck, Shane  Zumwalt, Sarah  Zupan.
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President’s honor roll recipients named
Students are eligible to be on the President’s 

honor roll by achieving a GPA of 4.0 while car-
rying at least 12 hours. Part-time students are 
eligible if they have maintained a 4.0 GPA for 
two consecutive semesters.

Jacob Abello, Santos Abriam, Montelo 
Adams, Alice Agbor Ayuk, Taylor Aiello, 
Anas Al-Shorepy, Christy Alexander, Amr 
Alhuraibi, Noor Alismail, Joseph Allen, 
Aminat Aloba, Gema Alvarez, Anna Alvey, 
Mario Amaya, Luis Ambrosio, Ryan Anger, 
Larissa Anjos, Kalkedan Ararso, Glenda 
Armstrong, Gregoria Arredondo, Eivy Ar-
royo Diaz, Tyler Asbury, Jenny Atteberry, 
Rhonda Audette, Brandon Austin, Monica 
Avila, Sophia Babb.

Joanna Babb, Jaxon Baker, Levi Baker, 
Alex Ballard, Janie Barr, Nathaniel Barrett, 
Shilo Barrett, John Basgall, Ujjwal Basnet, 
Joseph Bass, Julie Baublit, Parker Bay, Kina 
Bazrbashi, Brooklynn Bear, Kellye Beavers, 
Cody Beck, Racheal Beckner, Sylvia Bed-
dingfield, Tarannum Begum, David Belk, 
Gustavo Benradt, Barbara Benton, Jazmine 
Berry, Rachel Bigham, Rachael Billingsley, 
Alexis Bjork, Elisabeth Blair, Jessica Blalock, 
Brooke Boettler, Abigail Bolin, Michele 
Bolin, Parker Bolles, Mohammed Mazhar 
Bombaywala, Wyatt Bonds, Richard Book, 
Kody Boone, Veronica Bors, Lucas Bowker, 
Kirsta Bowles.

 Melanie Bowman, Melissa Boyer-Zerme-
no, Letitia Boykins, Jaime Braden, Elizabeth 
Bragan, Valerie Branch, Joseph Branco, 
Zachary Branham, Ronda Brannum, Emily 
Breathwit, Madison Brewer, Bailey Brooks, 
Sarah Brooks, Jennifer Broussard, Natalie 
Brown, Jaymes Brown, Collin Brown, Laura 
Brownell, Morgan Bryant, John Bryant, 
Madison Buckley, Elisabeth Bullock, Angelia 
Burkhart, Victoria Butcher, Joshua Buzzard.

 Katelyn Byerly, Richard Campos, Dustin 
Carlton, Kelly Carter, Morgan Carter, Gua-
dalupe Caudillo, Matthew Chalender, Tan-
ner Chambers, Brooke Champeau, Brandy 
Chapman, Samantha Charboneau, Ashley 
Charette, Nia Chase, Dedita Chavez, Lorena 
Chavez, Samantha Cheers, Dawei Chen, 
Retina Chitrakar, Jason Christian, Hoa Chu, 
Bryan Claro, Candace Clay, Breanna Cline, 
Stacy Cobb, Mickey Cochran, Mary Coker, 
Hunter Coker, Jordan Coleman, Peighton 
Coleman, Krista Coleman, Abigail Connell, 
Megan Connett, Debra Corley, Christopher 
Coronado, Nicholas Corrada.

 Matthew Corson, Saba Costantinos, Pres-
ton Cowan, Joshua Cowdrey, Kristin Cox, 
Jamianne Cozee, Preston Craig, Michayla 
Craig-Stearman, Britne Crawford, Kaitlin 
Crawford, Jarod Cribbs, McKenzie Crim, 
Crystal Crowe, Thomas Cruickshank, Col-
lin Crull, Mitch Cruse, Alexis Cummings, 
Zach Curtis, Erica Czarneski, Christopher 
Dake, Brittany Daniels, Morgan Danker, 
Trang Dao, Ashley Davis, Zachary Davis.

 Kathryn Davis, Holly Davis, Jacob Davis, 

Emilie Defatta, Eric Deleon, Juana Deloera, 
Raven-Lockie Diaz, Adrian Diaz Palacios, 
Emily Dicenso, Haley Dickson, Brenda 
Dillard Schmitz, Sakinatou Djantchiemo, 
Nam Doan, Jerret Donaldson, Emmanuel 
Donkor, Brandi Douglas, Hien Duong, 
Evan Dymond, Nicole Early, James Eas-
ley, Stephanie Easterling, Haley Ellison, 
Madison Elston, Michael Emerson, Sarah 
Emrich, Marci Enarson, Murri England, 
Varun Ennamuri.

Dylan Erickson, Jonathan Espinoza, 
Kathleen Espinoza, Laura Esquivel, Erica 
Fansler, Sean Farrell, Dirk Farris, Oluwaseun 
Fawibe, Lisandra Ferrari, Ronald Feste, Gina 
Finch, Ariel Fitchue, John Fitzgerald, Natalie 
Flaming, Benjamin Fleischer, Juan Flores, 
Harrison Ford, Jessica Forsyth, Shelby 
Franklin, Stephanie Frazier, Rudy Frescas, 
Joshua Fuller, Lesia Galica, Jessica Garcia, 
Jeffrey Garder, Stefanie Garland, Meranda 
Garrett, Santosh Gauchan, Dakota George, 
Yvan Gihoza, Aaron Gilks, Abigail Gilliam, 
Michael Glancy, Haylee Glass, Madison 
Goforth.

 Charles Golden, Jennifer Gomez, Lacy 
Gonzalez, Sophia Graham, Marissa Graham, 
Odlanier Grajales, Edward Graves, Ryan 
Green, Zachary Greene, Ken Greenshields, 
Dakota Grumbles, Su Guan, Nathaniel 
Guinn, Christian Gutierrez, Eugene Ha, 
Tyler Hackel, Daphne Haddad, Katelyn 
Haggard, Amanda Hamilton, Bryton Han-
cock, Zachary Hanlin, Raed Hanoon, David 
Hansen, Richard Hansen, Lauren Hansen, 
Sheila Hanson, Quinonous Hardy, Pamela 
Harrington, Zachary Harris, NeAnna Har-
rison, Brenna Hatfield, Toralf Haugland, 
Robbie Haywood, Micah Hefner, Walter 
Heitman, Christopher Hellwege.

 Colby Henderson, Tara Henn, Chase 
Henry, Carlie Henson, Calvin Henson, 
Taylor Herndon, Adrian Herrera, Erick 
Herrera, Tedi Herron, Kirk Hesseltine, 
Hailey Hibdon, Khanh Ho, Hoa Hoang, 
Brad Hodges, Ryan Hollingsworth, Logan 
Holman, Michaela Homeyer, Jami Hood, 
Jordan Horsell, Larry Hosek, Brooklin 
Hoss, Nicholas Houlette, Ciara Housley, 
Barrett Howard, Taozhong Huang, Eugena 
Hwang, Kelley Ille, Patricia Inacio, Laura 
Incarnato, David Indelicato, Chase Iwertz, 
Chloe Jackson, Quenton Jackson.

 Sean Jackson, Landra January, Reagan 
Jennings, MacKenzie Jennings, Mario 
Jimenez, Misty Jobe, Sabrina Johnson, 
Felicia Johnson, Brooke Johnson, Ricky 
Johnson, Chase Johnson, Victoria Jones, 
Sandi Jones, Nathan Jones, Christopher 
Jones, Allexus Joseph, Erik Joski, Yvan 
Kamtchouang Ngouongo, David Karugo, 
Jamie Kautz, Rosanna Kchao, Chelsea Keef, 
Christina Keeling, Kathleen Kelly, Kyle Kerr, 
Phung Khong, Brian Kiarie, Darla Kilhoffer, 
Alina Kim, Paul Kinyanjui, Kevin Kitchell, 
Kristen Klingensmith, Amanda Knowles, 
Logan Koerner, Jason Kolberg, Kaylee 
Kramer, Soo-Hyun Kwon, Ashley Lafone, 

Hope Lairson, Alexandra Lam.
 Dylan Lantis, Lisa Lasater, Shannon 

Law, Janelle Lawson, Kim Le, Trang Dai 
Le, Cong Le, Phuong Le, Donna Leachman, 
David Lee, Bethany Lee, Christen Lehner, 
Natanim Lemma, Danica Leslie, Durant 
Leung, Gregory Levy, Yang Li, Jiawei Li, 
Yang Liu, Katherine Lloyd, Sergio Loera, 
Miguel Lopez, Melissa Lopez-Neely, Haixiao 
Lu, Araceli Lugo, Christopher Luman, Xin 
Luo, Benjamin Luse, Chung Luu, Chau Ly, 
Quan	 Mach, Sky Magner, Melissa Mai-
sano, Grayson Maker, Tabitha Malacane, 
Nehemiah Malin, Robert Manley, Mary 
Katherine, Maraschick Randolph. 

Pamela Marshall, Jami Martin, Margaret 
Martin, Sayra Martinez, Miguel Martinez, 
James Marwitz, Jessica Massie, Keelan 
Mathews, Lesa Matthews, Deborah May, 
Miguel Mbingo, Jenna McAlister, Marisa 
McClain, Stephanie McGregor, Hudson 
McGrew, Erin McManus, Chad Meadows, 
Blanca Medina Santos, Lizeth Melendez, 
Sergio Mendez Aceros, Ricardo Meneses, 
Jordan Meyer, Denton Meyer, Angelina 
Meyers, Dylan Milbery, Kirsten Milkowski, 
Savannah Miller, Amanda Milstead, Jennifer 
Miranda, Emily Mixon, Abigail Montemay-
or, Leslie Moore, Nicholas Moore, Rebekah 
Moorman, Julie Moran.

 Federico Moreno, Heon Morgan, Robert 
Morse, James Mounger, Dezery Mucker, 
Brandy Murray, Moses Mwaura, Tiaresha 
Naff, Stacy Nelson, James Nesthus, Steven 
Newman, Anh Ngo, Dinh Nguyen, Nhi 
Nguyen, Jay Nguyen, Vy Nguyen, Thai 
Nguyen, Tuan Nguyen, Justina Nguyen, 
Phuong Nguyen, Anh-Thy Nguyen, Thao 
Nguyen, Sydney Nguyen, Phuong Nguyen, 
Tran  Nguyen, Nhu Nguyen, Harris Nguyen, 
Sidney Nguyen, Dien Nguyen, Son Nguyen, 
Tony Nguyen, Nhan Nguyen, Tony Nguyen, 
Phi Nguyen, Kevin Nguyen, Quan Nguyen, 
Thy Nguyen, Timothy Niemiec, Thao Ninh, 
Andrea Noll, Melissa Nunez.

 Paul Nuno, Angelique Nutter, Shawn 
O’Dell, Hannah Odum, Amber Oldham, 
Jacynda Oldham, Matilde Olivera, Selena 
Ordaz, Jennifer Osborne, Tawakalitu Os-
eni, Rebecca Otchere, Madyson Palmer, 
Paola Palomino, Matthew Palumbo, Annie 
Pappas, Jae Park, Lynsey Parker, Brittney 
Parks, Veronica Parrott, Elizabeth Paulus, 
Amy Pavelka, Andrea Payne, Katie Peabody, 
Joshua Pearcy, Michelle Pelman, Bethany 
Pelton, Blake Pendleton, Diana Penn, Jo-
vanna Perez, Richard Perry, Marlo Perry, 
James Pettigrew, Matthew Peverly.

 Viet Pham, Ngan Pham, Jordan Phibbs, 
John Phillips, Roxanne Pico, Kendra Pierce, 
Byron Pierce, Ryan Piper, Brenda Pittser, 
Theresa Polio-Figueroa, Lauren Presswood, 
Kathy Prince, Sana Raffaa, Christy Rains, 
Mohammed Rakha, Ashley Ramsey, Caleb 
Rattarree, Mesha Reagan, Wesley Renfroe, 
Nancy Reyes, Steve Rideout, Kailey Rider, 
James Riggall, Michaela Riley, Michael 
Ritchey, Andrea Rivera, Sarah Robbins, 

Lisa Roberts, Madison Robins, Trent Rog-
ers, Rachel Rogers, Katrice Rogers, Watkins 
Rohmer, Anita Rojas, Lauren Romero, Jared 
Rowden, Michael Rowland.

 Dean Rufeisen, Montserrat Ruffin, 
Shanna Rumburg, Stacy Ryans, Amna Saeed, 
Robert Saldana, Hicham Salim, Raquel Sa-
maniego, Ayesha Boureima Sambo, Claudia 
Sanchez, Daisy Sandoval, Nicholas Sardis, 
Craig Saunders, Derek Scarsella, Zackary 
Schlittenhardt, Brittany Schlubatis, Andrea 
Schultz, Lori Schwab, Donovan Scott.

 Heidi Segarra, Mitzi Segraves, Barak 
Cole Segura, Nicole Shaw, Nir Shiposh, 
Sarah Shirk, Jay Shirley, Lukas Simianer, 
Brian Sims, Dragana Sindjic, Ashley Sloan, 
Meranda Smallwood, Tasha Smith, Erica 
Smith.

 Walter Smith, Alora Smith, Tyler Smith, 
Daniela Solis, Kaelyn Sommer, Tiezheng 
Song, Yang Song, Stacia Sorrels, Shelby 
South, Dakota Southerland, Jerrie Sporn, 
Supatra Sritongkum, Sarah Stallcup, Michael 
Stanton, Breanna Starr, Aliesha Stehr, Erin 
Stelter, Angela Steward, Shela Steward, 
Mallory Stewart, Mackenzie Stitzel, Jesse 
Stodghill.

 Amy Stone, Susan Storm, Kimberly 
Stover, Navy Strickler, Aura Stuemky, Pres-
ton Sturgell, Feiyang Su, Youngjune Suh, 
Madison Sullivan, Fariha Sultana, Linda 
Susanti, Hannah Swift, Charles Taylor, Fran-
ces Teran, Kushal Thapa, Tara Thomason, 
Cameron Thompson, Victoria Thompson, 
Maya Thompson, Levi Thurman, Christo-
pher Tinsley, Leann To, Thinh Tran, Joseph 
Tran, Hung Tran, Trang Tran, Vivian Tran-
Vu, Trevor Trevino, Kaitlynne Tri, Loan 
Truong, Linh Truong, Quyen Truong, Anh 
Truong, Hartley Tyler, Maia Tyson, Obinna 
Ude, Marcus Upshaw.

 Dov Urie-Lanman, Yessenia Valadez, 
Roberto Van Dunem, Todd Vanbebber, 
Jason Vanhouter, Debra Vaughn, Cierra 
Vaughn, Kimberly Vega, Brooklyn Venegas, 
Carlos Villanueva-Chavez, Ai Vo, Sothy 
Vong, Dat Vu, John Vu, Huong Vu, Nhu Vu, 
Audrey Vu, Nicole Waddle, Jazmine Wagner, 
Rachel Wallace, John Waller, Ann Waltrip, 
Joshua Watson, Morgan Weaver, Stuart 
Wegenka, Charles Welch, Carlee Wheeler, 
Tyler White, Shelby White, Brittany White, 
Anthony Whitebird, Ashley Whitehead, 
Philip Whitinger.

 Matthew Whitney, Ashley Wight, Blaine 
Wilkinson, Ashley Wilkinson, Pamela Wil-
liams, Brandon Williams, Marty Williams, 
Brandy Williams, Erika Williams, Kennedy 
Williams, Derrick Willis, Joshlyn Willis, 
Christopher Wilson, Summer Winters, Kelsi 
Witt, Kylie Wittenbach, Kassahun Wodajo, 
Ana Wollemberg, Scott Woodbury, Brooke 
Woodyard, Corey Wozencroft, Jessica Wren, 
Mary Wright, Tori Wright, Christian Wright, 
Sara Wynn, Peter Yao, Isaac Young, Esteban 
Young, Hao Yu, Minwei Yu
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SPORTS

IAN MANERA
Sports Writer
sportswriter@occc.edu

Basketball will be the first intramural 
sport of the spring semester said Sports 
Assistant Matthew Wright.

The intramural schedule also in-
cludes programs like ping pong, kick-
ball and dodgeball.

Wright said basketball will be run-
ning all semester, with the first of the 
two five-week basketball intramurals 
being a league that begins on at 5:30 
p.m. Feb. 3.

The intramural league will be a stan-
dard basketball league, where students 
join a team with their friends or join 
on IMleagues.com as a walk-on, and 
play in a league each week.

“The basketball league involves stay-
ing on the same team for a five-week 
period,” Wright said the league will ac-
tually be 40minute games, in compari-
son to the open run basketball which 
has 15 minute games where teams are 
quickly running in and out. 

Open Run basketball will take place 

towards the end of the semester on 
March 23 at 5:30 p.m.. Both intramurals 
will take place in the Wellness Center 
Gym.

Open Run basketball, which took 
place last semester, is a commitment-
free weekly tournament between teams. 
Each week has a new tournament, 
meaning each week brings a 
new opportunity for dif-
ferent teams. Because 
Wright has to fit 
all of the tourna-
ment into one 
night of action, 
the games are 
much shorter. 

Volleyball, 
also returns to 
the lineup on the 
spring schedule. 
It will begin on Feb 4 
at 5:30 in the Wellness 
Center Gym. 

Wright also included a few 
tournaments that will last a few hours 
each. The ping pong tournament is on 
Feb 26 at 4p.m. in the new Ping pong 

room.
Dodgeball and kickball both make 

returns, and will occur on March 4 and 
May 6 respectively.

One big change compared to last 
semester is the inclusion of outdoor 
soccer. The outdoor soccer will be 7 vs 
7 games and will take place in the field 

outside of the now-closed 
aquatic center. 

T h e  o u t d o o r 
soccer will be-

gin when the 
weather gets 
warmer on 
March 25, and 
will take place 
every Friday 
afternoon at 

3 p.m.
Students in-

terested in any of 
these intramurals 

should head to IM-
leagues.com when the events 

begin to sign up, and contact the 
Recreation and Fitness office at 405-
682-7860.

Michael 
Boyle

Professor 
of Music 

Q: What fitness classes do you 
participate in at OCCC?

A: I take the TRX classes here.

Q: Why do you take that class in 
particular?

A: I’ve been taking TRX classes 
for nearly two years, and now they’re 
offered free here on campus, it’s 
a perfect opportunity. It’s a ter-
rific class. It’s all core and it works 
your cardio, works your flexibility, 
power, and strength. It hits all the 
good ones.

Q: What do you do here on cam-
pus?

A: I’m a Professor of Music. I teach 
Music Appreciation and Music Lit-
erature. I’m also Program Manager 
which means I oversee all the classes 
and their schedules, as well as all the 
music ensembles.

Q: What are your hobbies?
A: Reading, fitness, and travel.

Q: Do you watch sports? Any 
favorite sports teams?

A: I’m a fan of the Cincinnati Ben-
gals. I’m also a season ticket holder 
for the University of Oklahoma 
Sooners and I watch the Oklahoma 
City Thunder.

Q: Why do you think personal 
fitness is important? 

A: It blends the physical with the 
mental and emotional. I feel better, 
I feel more balanced and more cen-
tered after I work out. Especially, if 
you have a stressful day, like today. 
I went and worked out for an hour, 
and I’m less homicidal now.

EXERCISING IS FUN: Cristian Hernandez, physical therapy major, listens to music as he works out on 
the stairmaster. He said he visits the Wellness Center three times a week to get his cardio going. “I try to make 
it to the gym within my school schedule, working out makes me healthy and gets my body in to shape. Also the 
gym is part of my tuition and is a great place to work out,” Hernandez said. Students with a valid OCCC ID can 
use the gym as well as the weight room. For more information, call 405-682-7860, or visit www.occc.edu/rf/
index.html. Melissa Sue Lopez/Pioneer 

New intramural schedule this spring

HAVE SPORTS 
NEWS?

Email sportswriter@
occc.edu or call 

405-682-1611, ext. 
7676, to get your 
sports news in 

the Pioneer

GETTING TO KNOW:
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coming to return power to the college. 
However, at that time, the college 

began receiving only partial power.
“The issue the college incurred is 

that one of the three phases of power 
that feeds the college was not engaged,” 
said Snow. 

He said the Main Building and Visual 
Performing Arts Center ran on two-
phase power, though the John Massey 
Center and the Keith Leftwich Library 
remained fully powered.  

“Being in that given situation is detri-
mental to three phase power equipment 
here on campus.”

At around 11 a.m. a fire alarm went 
off in the SEM Center.

Snow said that due to the shortage 
of power to equipment that requires 
three phases, an electrical contactor 
burnt in an electrical room outside of 
the Anatomy Lab.

 “It didn’t necessarily catch fire — it 
got hot, it melted,” said Snow.

After 15 minutes the life-safety sys-
tems were back on, and students were 
allowed back in, he said.

When that happened in the SEM cen-
ter Facilities Management shut down 
the electrical feed to that area of the 
building. “We didn’t want additional 
equipment to be affected,” said Snow,

“That’s why some lights were on, some 
lights were off.”

“Because we hadn’t closed the college 
and because of thesafety of everyone 
involved we chose to continue to keep 
the Main Building feed active even 
though we were on that two of three 
phases, which is extremely detrimental 
to equipment,” Snow said.

Acting Administrative Services 
Vice President Marlene Shugart said 
a meeting around 2:30 p.m. that day 

involving President Jerry Steward, 
Acting Executive Vice President Steven 
Bloomberg, and people from Facilities 
Management, Academic Affairs, and 
Marketing and PR concluded that the 
campus should be closed.

Shugart said the decision was not 
easy. She said parking lot lights for the 
evening students are a life-safety issue 
and not being able to offer such critical 
student services as advisement, access 
to the Test Center, and the Math Lab 
were all factors in their decision. 

“Especially being this time of year, 
with the finals, we only have two weeks 
left of classes. So there was a lot of 
thought put into that,” Shugart said.

At 2:45 pm., immediately after the 
meeting, the Campus Alert Notifica-
tion system notified OCCC students, 
faculty and staff that the college would 
be closing shortly.  

About an hour after the decision 
was made to close the college, OG&E 
restored all three phases to the college, 
Snow said. 

“Deciding to close the college at 
three was the right decision regardless 
of OCCC restoring the power at 3:30,” 
Snow said.

He said that was because there were 
still difficulties reenergizing the SEM 
center and the Main Building.

When they went to reenergize the 
SEM center it immediately shut back 
down due to a motor in the area that 
had gone to ground mode, Snow said. 

He said it took them another hour to 
power the SEM center.

Snow said the Main Building was also 
not able to be restored due to ground-
faults until around 7 p.m. that evening.

POWER: Electrical issues cost college thousands to repair

Continued from page 1

philosophy of acceptance is missing 
from today’s society.

 “Everything he did and said would 
go completely against what people are 
doing now,” Voth said. “You don’t have 
freedom to be different.” 

Martin Luther King Jr. advocated for 
racial equality, justice, and peace for all 
persons through powerful non-violent 
marches and civil disobedience, accord-
ing to thekingcenter.com, a website 
devoted to his life and work. 

As a result of King’s work and that 
of his supporters, Congress eventually 
passed legislation making it illegal to 
discriminate based on race in the hiring 
process and ended segregation, accord-
ing to the website. King inspired many 
to take action and “to act on civil rights.”  

Engineering major Andy Czeropski 
said this country should be able to rise 

up as one while accepting the cultural 
differences, including religious be-
liefs, of all people.

Martin Luther King Jr. Day is a day 
of revolution that symbolizes how far 
the country has come, said Devona 
Johnson, diversified studies major. 

“I have black children and I have a 
son,” Johnson said. “My son’s only 5 
but I’m still scared for him.” 

Although society has come a long 
way, Johnson said, there have been 
many setbacks.

Allen said one problem society 
is encountering is that people want 
their religion, gender, and voice to 
be respected but are not willing to 
give it in return. It’s a two-way street.

Allen emphasized the importance 
of continuing to strive for progress.                             

“There’s still a lot of the racial profil-
ing,” the professor said. “People want 
to say it doesn’t exist, but I think you 

have to have those 
hard conversations. 

“If Dr. King were 
here, my perspective 
would be, he would 
be the one pushing 
those conversations,”   
Allen said.

King’s legacy lives 
on, according to 
thekingcenter.org. 
He was the youngest 
to receive the Nobel 
Peace Prize and his 
“I Have a Dream” 
speech is one of “the 
most revered ora-
tions.”

For more informa-
tion about Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. and 
his work, visit thek-
ingcenter.com.

MLK: Students, professors reflect on Martin Luther King Jr. 
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CAMPUS COMMUNITY CAMPUS
HIGHLIGHTS

Textbook study workshops starting Jan. 26
Students can sign up for a workshop to learn 

textbook study skills starting Tuesday, Jan. 26 
at 2:30 p.m. in the Communications Lab room 2. 
Students who are feeling overwhelmed with their 
amount of reading can learn strategies and tips 
for studying textbooks. To register contact Joshua 
Shultz at 405-682-1611, ext. 7379 or by email at 
Joshua.I.Shultz@occc.edu. 

Clubs and Organizations Fair Jan. 27 and 28 
Students interested in joining a campus club or 

organization can attend the club fair on from 10 a.m. 
till 6 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 27, and from 10 a.m. 
till 2 p.m.Thursday, Jan. 28, in the general dining 
area lobby. For more information on campus clubs 
and organizations contact the Student Life office at 
405-682-7523.

Register to vote Feb. 4 and 5
Voter registration will take place in the main build-

ing Thursday, Feb. 4, and Friday, Feb. 5. Learn more 
about why voting is important, getting involved and 
receive information about current political issues 
facing Oklahomans today. Students interested 
in volunteering for one or more shifts can contact 
Student Life at 405-682-7523.

UCO Transfer Tour Friday, Feb. 5
  The Graduation, Employment & Transfer 

Services office will be taking OCCC students on a 
campus visit to the University of Central Oklahoma 
on Friday, Feb. 5. Students will depart from the GET 
office at 11:15 a.m. For information contact the GET 
office at 405-682-7519.

‘Water Matters’ series continues Monday, Feb 8. 
Professor Stephen Morrow will discuss human 

rights and social justice in regards to water from 
noon to 1 p.m. on Monday, Feb. 8, in College Union 
room 1.  Bring your lunch and participate or come 
to listen. For more information contact the office of 
student life at 405-682-7523.

Volleyball Feb. 4 through March 3.  
Itramural Volleyball is from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

Thursday nights, beginning Feb. 4 through March 
3. All students, faculty and staff can play for free. 
Registration is now open. To register for Intramural 
Sports visit IMLeagues.com/occc or contact Sports 
and Recreations Specialist Matthew Wright at 
matthew.j.wright@occc.edu. 

All Highlights are due Monday by noon for 
inclusion in the next issue. Email your event to 
editor@occc.edu or drop by the Pioneer office 
located in AH 1F2.

Help through stressful times: Academic Adviser Shannon LaCaze (left) enrolls art major Allicea 
Martinez (center) and engineering student Sebastian Martinez. “It was super helpful to come to 
Academic Advising to get enrolled in a class I couldn’t enroll in online. In the first week I got super 
nervous... Shannon was very efficient and got me enrolled without any problems,” said Sebastian. 
Students can set up an appointment with Academic Advising at 405-682-7535 or by visiting their 
office located in the Main Building. Photo by Melissa Sue Lopez/Pioneer

GEORGIA WOOD
Community Writer
communitywriter@occc.edu

Mexican-American fusion. Ballet. Opera. Pup-
petry. Piano. 

Great variety will define the remaining offerings 
in OCCC’s Performing Arts Series for the spring 
semester.

Series Coordinator Linda Bosteels said students 
can receive two free tickets to most perfor-
mances from the box office in the lobby of 
the VPAC theater.

Here is the list.
Los Lobos will take the VPAC stage at 

7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 16.
“Los Lobos is an 11-piece ensemble with 

many years of 
accumulated 
experience,” 
Bosteels said. “They play all types of music: Tex-Mex, 
country, R&B, pop and contemporary, but specialize 
in Chicano rock.”

The Mexican ballet dancers that accompany Los 
Lobos are fluent in more than 120 different dances, 
Bosteels said.

“They are flamboyant, exciting, extravagant, and 
colorful.”

The next performance will be the Metropolitan 
Opera Rising Stars in the VPAC theater at 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 11.  

“They are young members of the tour,” Bosteels 
said. “They travel the country singing opera’s greatest 

hits. They are very talented. If you have never heard 
opera or want to expand your musical horizons, this 
is the show to catch.”

Pianist Jim Brickman will entertain at 7:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, March 8.

“Jim is a fabulous pianist,” Bosteels said. “He has 
been in the spotlight over 20 years. This is his plati-
num tour. He plays favorites people will remember 
and new songs they will enjoy also.

“He is professional but fun,” she added.
For something new and divergent, catch 
“Nufonia Must Fall” at 7:30 p.m. Friday, 

April 8, in the VPAC theater.
Kid Koala Productions creates a live 

project from an Oscar-nominated 
graphic novel written by K.K. Barrett.

Bosteels said she was especially excited 
about this 

show.
“There are 

12 mini-stages with film action of puppets in a story 
live on screen,” she said. “They edit live film that 
projects onto a screen and the audience gets to watch 
it while it’s happening.

“This is something like you have never seen before.”
Anyone who is interested can watch a Kid Koala 

preview online at https://youtu.be/K01BWCWk6ek.
For tickets and more information contact the 

OCCC Box Office at 405-682-7579 or visit online at
www.occc.edu/pas.

Good music for a good price



Pioneer classified advertising is 
free to all enrolled OCCC students 
and employees for any personal 
classified ad. Ad applications 
must be submitted with IDs 
supplied by 5 p.m. Fridays prior 
to the next publication date. For 
more information, call the Ad 
Manager at 405-682-1611, ext. 
7674, or e-mail adman@occc.edu.
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CLASSIFIEDS

WEEKLY CROSSWORD

YOUR AD COULD BE HERE
for ONLY $32 a week!

—get your advertisement message 
to 5,000 prospective customers 
with a business-card size ad— 
Call 405-682-1611, ext. 7307, 
or e-mail: adman@occc.edu

JOBS

FURNITURE

http://pioneer.occc.edu

Don’t be left in the dark.
Follow us for instant news and updates!

www.twitter.com/
OCCCPioneer

www.facebook.com/
OCCCPioneer

instagram.com/occcpioneer

HELP WANTED:
Seeking full time, part time, 

& seasonal nursery and garden 
center employees. Horticulture 
and/or retail experience preferred. 
Must be able to work flexible 
hours, including weekends. Must 
be able to lift 50 lbs. and work 
outdoors in various weather con-
ditions. Apply at K&K Nursery 
17550 S. Sooner Road Norman, 
OK.

CLASSIFIED BUSINESS 
AD: $8 per 7 lines. Find out 
how to advertise affordably. 
405-682-1611, ext. 7674.

FOR SALE: Ikea TV stand/
coffee table, approximate di-
mensions: 18” x 24” x 68”, very 
good condition $20, brown 
wood grain, Text 405-301-1820 
for more details.
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ERIKA FIERRO
Staff Writer
staffwriter4@occc.edu

At one time or another, everyone has 
been given a second chance. A chance to 
retake a test, to reconcile with a friend, 
or to undo a mistake made with a boss. 
For Isaiah Garcia, a second chance was 
the difference between spending the 
better years of his life in prison or tak-
ing the opportunity to change his life.

Garcia, 30, is a business management 
student at OCCC whose path to college 
has included some detours.

“I just got out of prison two years ago,” 
said Garcia.  Garcia said he chose to be 
a college student at OCCC because it’s 
been difficult to find a good job with his 
criminal record so getting an education 
is vital to turning his life around. 

One of his professors described Gar-
cia as an excellent student.

“He was one of my best students last 
semester as far as really exhibiting a 
genuine concern for the course and for 
improving his position in life. And for 
rising above his circumstances,” said 
English Professor Lynette Bloomberg. 
“We talked about his background, he 
wrote about his background.” 

“He worked really hard and per-
formed very well in class with other 
students. I see a very promising future 
ahead of him.”

Garcia’s business goal is to one day 
have his own sports bar in Oklahoma 
City with a music feel, combining his 
love of music with his knowledge of the 
hospitality industry.

If I wasn’t here [OCCC] then I would 
be in jail,” Garcia said.

He grew up in south Oklahoma City 
where he currently lives. Garcia said he 
didn’t have much growing up. Although 
his parents were present when he was 
younger, Garcia said he was always 
with his friends. His friends were there 
to help him and showed him love, but 
those friends also showed him the life-
style that got him into trouble, he said.

“The first time I got shot at was in 
seventh grade,” Garcia said. Garcia said 
he was involved in robberies and a high 
speed chase both as a juvenile.

Big trouble came for Garcia five 
years ago when he was involved in an 
altercation at a strip club in Oklahoma 
City where shots were fired. Fortu-
nately, no injuries or deaths occurred. 
But police and prosecutors identified 
him as part of a criminal element they 

wanted off the street and in prison.
With the different charges against him 
and his already lengthy record, Garcia 
said he was expecting a split 40 year 
sentence, 20 years in prison and 20 
years probation.

The decision to start making positive 
changes in his life came while Garcia 
was awaiting his sentencing while at 
the Oklahoma County Jail. Garcia said 
he prayed he would get a good deal, 
promised to change his ways, and keep 
his word.  During his time in jail, Garcia 
knew he had to let the judge know his 
side of the story. Up until this point, 
Garcia said, he had not testified or had 
any chance to talk. Garcia decided to 
send the judge a four-page letter taking 
responsibility for his actions.

While waiting in court the day of 
his guilty plea and sentencing, Garcia 
observed another inmate who got his 
sentence right before Garcia, an inmate 
with fewer violent crimes who received 
a life sentence. Garcia admits he got 
nervous while he waited. The judge 
asked Garcia if the content of the let-
ter was all true, and Garcia said yes. A 
second chance for Garcia came when 
the judge sentenced him to only five 
years in prison but with one condition: 
the judge told Garcia that if he ever saw 
him again, even for the smallest offense, 
he was done. At the time Garcia was 
25 years old.

Garcia said he was in three prisons 
while he served his time. He was moved 
to Carver Transitional Center in Okla-
homa City where he was able to get work 
experience before his release. Garcia 
attended various programs while in 
prison including anger management 
and drug counseling. He is taking his 
second chance seriously so when he 
feels stressed or upset, he said he turns 
to music as his outlet, instead of making 
bad decisions that could lead him back 
to his old ways.

Garcia first started turning to music at 
the age of 19. Music was an outlet for all 
the anger he was feeling inside. He used 
his personal experiences to write his 
own lyrics. Garcia said he would meet 
up with a friend with a laptop, go to a 
cheap hotel, and begin creating music. 
Garcia would write his own lyrics and 
sing. It was a hobby for Garcia and a 
way to express his emotions. A new op-
portunity arose in October 2015 when 
Garcia said he met a more experienced 
sound engineer at a Halloween party. 
Garcia said the guy knows everything 
about the technical side of making 
music and has a music studio. 

He goes to the music studio and 
records once a month now that spring 
semester is underway, he said.

Garcia has three songs recorded 
available to listen online, all with dif-
ferent beats that give the hip hop feel. 

Garcia takes time writing then goes 
into the studio. 

He said he is excited to be working 
with a more professional engineer. Gar-
cia admits that before, when he tried 
handling the technical side of music, 
his laptop would get a new virus. 

“You create your own reality, think 
about it and it comes into existence,” 
Garcia said about meeting the experi-
enced engineer.

Garcia wants others to listen to his 
music and pay attention to what’s hap-
pening in the world. His music concept 
revolves different religions and world 
issues. Garcia studied religions by read-
ing books while in prison. Garcia said 
he would like to hear his music played 
on the radio someday but after spend-
ing a total of seven years behind bars, 
his main focus right now is getting an 
education. Garcia also works full-time 
for a furniture manufacturing company.

He has seven college classes under his 
belt, all with passing grades. By the end 
of this semester, he should have four 
more class, making him a full-fledged 
sophomore.

To listen to Garcia’s music, visit 
the following link on SOUND-
CLOUD at https://soundcloud.com/
user-396339742/choppin-heads?utm_
s o u r c e = s o u n d c l o u d & u t m _
c a m p a i g n = s h a r e & u t m _
medium=email. 

Struggle to student: new horizons for local artist

  							       Isiah Garcia Melissa Sue Lopez/Pioneer


