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Nursing major Jessie Yepdjuo warms up in OCCC’s courtyard May 24. “I’m on my lunch break,” she said. “Listening to ‘Turning 
Point.’ It’s preaching.” 

Noontime break

Jake McMahon/Pioneer

JORGE KRZYZANIAK
Editor
editor@occc.edu

OCCC’s new budget plan 
— designed to brace 

against dramatic cuts in state 
funding — include a tuition 
hike and changes in student fees. 

Business and Finance Vice 
President John Boyd said the 
proposal is to increase the tu-
ition by $5 per credit hour, which 
is about 4.6 percent.

Boyd said the increase must 
be approved by the Board of 
Regents before it is enacted. 
The regents meet again Monday, 

June 8 and an overview presen-
tation of the budget is again on 
the agenda.

“But that’s what we’re working 
with right now,” he said. 

In February it was announced 
that fees associated with some 

OCCC programs also would 
increase. 

Boyd said these fees are 
course specific, only applying 
to those in certain courses of 
study. And, for those who do 
see a fee increase, he said, most 
will only see fees increase by $5 
per class.

He said relatively few students 
will be affected by that change. 

Money-saving measures also 
include reductions in the em-
ployee staffing plan.

 “Nobody is losing their job,” 
said Human Resources Vice 
President Angie Christopher.

Christopher said faculty posi-
tions that are vacant currently 
will be defunded.

At a May 18 Board of Re-
gents meeting, college officials 
outlined a budget plan that 

prepares OCCC for a “worst 
case scenario” of a possible to-
tal reduction of 6.3 percent in 
appropriations from the state, 
according to college President 
Paul Sechrist. 

The approved state budget, 
marking the actual reduction 
in state appropriations at 3.5%, 
was signed by Governor Mary 
Fallin on Monday, June 1 and 
will go into effect July 1. 

Sechrist said the current plan 
is a draft that is likely to change.

However, from the beginning 
of the legislative session, he said, 
it’s been clear that budget cuts 
were coming. OCCC’s admin-
istration has prepared while 
trying to maintain focus on the 

OCCC raising tuition to cover shortfall 
Students can expect to 
see up to $5 per-credit-
hour increase for fall

See MONEY page 9

“     In an open         
meeting … we 
went through 

all the possible 
reductions, where 
we could improve 
if necessary. We’ll 

have to do some of 
them, hopefully, not 

all of them.”
—Paul SechriSt

Occc PreSident
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Log off of Facebook; go live life
EDITORIAL | Half a billion people log onto social networking site daily

CLAYTON
MITCHELL

A trend I have seen come to fruition recently that 
indirectly bugs me to no end is the online popularity of 
the 5k run.There is nothing wrong with the 5k run per 
se. Many are sponsored by charities, and the money 
and time donated goes toward those foundations. 

However, it seems that many people who run in 
5ks don’t really care about the cause or, sometimes, 

even the exercise benefits.
Those people seem only to 

participate because it gives 
them a chance to get attention 
online. However, one run I’m 
able to get behind is one that 
travels around the country — 
Color Me Rad. 

During this run, colored 
gels and paints are constantly 
sprayed on the runners so, by 
the time they finish the run, 
they look like rainbows. 

There’s a great selfie opportunity, right? Many run-
ners think so because every year when this 5k comes 
to town, I see pictures of people covered in colors all 
over my Facebook, Instagram and Twitter. 

The captions typically give way to, “Look at me, I 
look like I did something interesting,” as opposed to, 
“Hey look, I just ran this 5k where the money I paid 
to enter helps feed an impoverished child” — which 

is what the group’s charity partner, feedONE, does.
And this doesn’t just happen with 5ks. 
On Mother’s Day, I saw people post pictures of their 

mothers in the morning and three hours later, post 
about partying or being at the movies. 

These people barely spent enough time with their 
mothers to take a selfie with them, but get comments 
such as, “Wow, your mom seems awesome. Glad you 
care about her so much.” At Christmas, the same 
people talk about what they got as gifts and never 
about how great the family time is.

People seem to care less about the actual important 
substance of life, and more about how cool their lives 
make them look.

On the Internet, these people make their lives out 
to be perfect. Their lives may not actually be perfect, 
but social media gives them a chance to seem normal, 
thus giving a gateway to false happiness.

CNN.com posted a 2012 report conducted at 
Utah Valley University showing that more frequent 
Facebook users were perceived as having better lives 
by other users.

The article then gave a testimonial from a woman 
who said she had deleted her Facebook because she 
found herself acting in a way she didn’t like, and 
caring too much about what people thought of her 
status updates.

A 2013 study, conducted by the University of Michi-

gan, found the following: “Over a billion people belong 
to Facebook, and over half of them log in every day.” 

University of Michigan social psychologist Ethan 
Kross said, “On the surface, Facebook provides an 
invaluable resource for fulfilling the basic human 
need for social connection. But rather than enhancing 
well-being, our findings demonstrate that interact-
ing with Facebook may have the opposite result for 
young adults.”

Appreciation of your actual life will make it much 
more enjoyable in the long term as opposed to spend-
ing countless hours posting about yourself online in 
an effort to have people believe you are cool. 

Now, go on. There must be a good cause such as a 
charitable 5k waiting for you somewhere. 

—Clayton Mitchell
Senior Writer

State health department encourages tick awareness 
LETTER TO THE EDITOR | Oklahoma among states with high incidences of Rocky Mountain spotted fever, ehrlichiosis and tularemia

To the Editor:
Oklahoma ranks among those states with the 

highest incidence of other tick-borne diseases such 
as Rocky Mountain spotted fever, ehrlichiosis and 
tularemia. 

Symptoms of these more common tick borne ill-
nesses may include fever, chills, headache, vomiting, 
rash or painful swelling of lymph nodes near the 
tick bite. 

Most tick borne diseases can be treated successfully 
with early diagnosis and appropriate antibiotics, so it 
is important to seek medical attention if a fever and 
other signs of illness are noticed within 14 days of a 

tick bite or being in an area where ticks are lurking.
The OSDH advises persons who participate in 

hiking, camping, bicycle trail riding, yard work, 
gardening and other outdoor activities to prevent 
tick bites by following the tips below.

• Wear light-colored clothing to make ticks easier 
to see and remove before attachment.

• Wear long-sleeved shirts and long pants tucked 
into socks to deprive ticks of attachment sites.

• Wear closed-toe shoes, not sandals.
• Hikers and cyclists should stay in the center of 

trails to avoid grass and brush.
• Check for ticks at least once per day, particularly 

along waistbands, hairline and back of neck, in the 
armpits and groin area. Remove attached ticks as 
soon as possible using tweezers or fingers covered 
with a tissue.

• Use an insect repellent containing DEET on skin 
and clothing according to directions. (Insect repel-
lents with permethrin should be used on clothing 
only and according to directions.)

• Check with a veterinarian about tick control for 
pets. Dogs and cats can get tick borne illnesses too, 
and they are a traveling tick parade, bringing ticks 
into a home if not on a tick preventive regimen.
—Oklahoma State Department of Health
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MineOnline is a cancerous growth draining the 
lifeforce out of every client user like a ravenous 
vampire unleashed upon the maternity ward of a 
hospital after being fed one rat a month in a dungeon 
for 10,000 years. 

Why is there a 
maximum value for 
cookies? 

Scientists are hard 
at work, trying to an-
swer that, comparing 
data collected from 
the Earth’s core by 
Richard Branson to 
Elon Musk’s experi-
ments after defeating 
the invading alien mothership as depicted in the 
documentary “Independence Day.” 

Currently, physicists are running tests in the OCCC 
Aquatic Center similar to the work being done at 
CERN in Switzerland in an attempt to measure the 
levels of tachyons, particles that may move through 
time non linearly, to see if that might explain why 
we use a web interface from before the discovery of 
electricity by James Cameron. 

OCCC is in fact a hotspot for cutting edge research 
in many fields. 

Linguists and computer scientists have been at-
tempting to decipher the error messages from simple 
things like checking class schedules or grades — 
even logging in. They believe when they’re finally 

done, the data will 
serve as a window 
into MineOnline’s 
functionality and 
evolution. 

Currently the daily 
sacrifices of a virgin 
lamb by the sys ad-
min to the server 
room is a major cost 
for the campus, at a 
few hundred dollars 

a day. With the state budget calamity looming over 
the next few years, every bit of savings will count 
— some animal rights groups also find the activity 
questionable. 

So MineOnline is highly, highly questionable. My 
therapist hears all about it. She considers it the pri-
mary cause of my depression and anxiety disorder, 
but as a civil servant, I carry on. 

Rating: D
—Grant Swalwell

Online Writer

This past memorial day 
weekend, I participated 
in the age-old activity 
of going to the mov-
ies with my family. We 
chose a particularly fam-
ily-friendly film, “Mad 
Max: Fury Road.” This 
is read tongue-in-cheek 
of course, as the movie 
involves a bloodthirsty chase across a vast desert 
expanse, filled with British accents and explosions. 

The title character, Max, is a drifter with a typically 
mysterious backstory (I haven’t seen the previous 
“Mad Max” films) who is captured by an outlaw 
group to have his blood drained and put into future 
fighters. Without giving too much away, Max ends 
up getting involved with a runaway from the outlaws, 
and fighting for his life on the fury road. 

The movie supposedly takes place in post-apoc-
alyptic, or “post-water” Australia. Water is a huge 
commodity, and the outlaws rule over the common 
people from atop several large buttes. 

This movie goes over the top on many levels: at one 
point there is a man chained to the top of a moving 
vehicle playing metal guitar in front of a giant speaker 
stack, giving chase to Max and his friends.

The over-the-top aes-
thetic is what really makes 
this movie worth a look; 
however, I never tired of 
the near constant action 
and explosions taking 
place. 

If you really think about 
it, the movie is one long 
action sequence. 

Charlize Theron steals the show from Max though, 
with her character Imperator Furiosa, a runaway 
from the outlaw faction trying to rescue her friends 
to a better life. 

Though there is some tension between Max (played 
by Tom Hardy) and Furiosa, the two quickly become 
a deadly duo, stopping at nothing to survive. 

The number of side characters with their own 
unique little storylines makes this movie highly 
rewatchable, in my opinion. 

I’ll definitely be going to see it again at some point 
in the near future. I can only imagine how fun it 
would be to experience this movie in 3D. “Mad Max” 
definitely delivers in a gloriously gory way.

Rating: A
—Spencer Grant

Staff Writer

‘Fury Road’ makes film buff happy
MOVIE REVIEW |  Newcomer to ‘Mad Max’ film franchise finds himself impressed with new movie

Too many cookies spoils website 

Once I’d become a semi-responsible adult, I 
let the grind overwhelm me. I allowed myself 
to become shamefully sedentary. The hue and 
basic structure of my body had become like 
raw pizza dough. 

I certainly tried to change and I have a 
thousand excuses for why these attempts were 
fruitless. I knew change wouldn’t come on its 
own. I’d become difficult to motivate. I knew I  
had to force this change. 

So, I paid some exorbitant amount of money  
to register for a 5K (3.1 mile) race. 

I knew this was the only way. If I pay a lot 
for something, I force myself to get my money’s 
worth. Historically, I’ve strictly applied this 
strategy to buffets. But it was time to use this 
character flaw more wisely.

Then I paid $1.99 for the Couch to 5K app. 
It’s an app to help you incrementally improve 

your running endurance. It uses interval train-
ing, coaching you to run for a period and then 
walk and then run again, until you’ve been 
moving for roughly 30 minutes. 

In the very beginning, you’re only running 
for a minute and a half before getting a three-
minute walking break. With each workout, the 
runs get longer and the breaks get shorter until 
finally you’re just running. 

I didn’t link the app to my Facebook. I don’t 
need validation. Couch to 5K offers that op-
tion though and I could see how it might keep 
one accountable. It will post updates on your 
behalf so your friends can motivate you in the 
comments or sit in quiet judgment of your 
slow progress.

This training intensifies only slightly with each 
workout as you log in three times each week. 

As I’ve neared the date of my 5K, I’ve in-
creased to five workouts a week and I’ve been 
lifting weights. 

Eight weeks ago, I didn’t have the energy to 
lift my own bum from my easy chair. 

The app’s encouraging little voice has coached 
me along over 50 miles. It took me more than 
nine weeks but that’s on me and the program 
itself seems to have held up. I’m satisfied with 
the results. 

In my first weeks, two-minute runs made me 
want to die. I run more than three miles every 
night now and I’m set to take part in my first 
real race this weekend.   

—Jorge Krzyzaniak
Editor

From couch 
to finish line

REVIEW |  System designed to be one-stop shop for students and employees offers endless despair
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I ate a cucumber today. It was crunchy and satis-
fying. Part of the crunch was due to the peel being 
left on. 

Before I continue, let me just say that I am not a 
huge health nut, but incorporating healthy foods into 
a daily diet is important. Cucumbers just so happen 
to be one of the yummy sort of health foods. 

Plus, with the hot summer days coming 
upon us, cucumbers are a great 
source to stay hydrated as 
it’s 95 percent water. (Al-
though with the recent 
floodings in Oklahoma I 
would say that most of us 
have had all the water we 
can take.) 

Cucumbers also have too many 
antioxidants for me to even begin to 
list, let alone spell or pronounce.

And, they’re portable. There are no requirements 
for special slicing and dicing of cucumbers. Just wash 
off the protective wax and you’re set. 

Here’s another fun fact: they help get rid of bad 
breath. 

All you have to do is place one on the roof of your 
mouth and the awesome powers that cucumbers hold 
can help rid the icky bacteria of bad breath. How 

many foods do you know can do that?
For my ladies out there, cucumbers also help reduce 

the risk of breast cancer. It’s always nice to have some 
extra natural help in the cancer-free fight.

A small part of my health nut is coming out to say 
how cucumbers can even assist 

in weight loss and digestion. 
Easy digestion is defi-

nitely a way to set you 
up for some smooth 
sailing. 

Cucumbers, espe-
cially the peel, are a great 

source of fiber to help with 
digestive flow. 

Cucumbers are packed with an amazing 
amount of vitamins, antioxidants and other 

nutritional medical stuff that I don’t really know 
about, but webmd.com and all other health websites 
and magazines rave about the health benefits of the 
magical cucumber. 

They are easy, non-messy and a great way to have 
a delicious snack that also is healthy. Cucumbers, 
you are amazing. 

Rating: A+
—Katie Axtell
Online Editor

Built to Spill mantains fresh, magical sound

TOP 20 
MOVIES

Weekend of May 29 through May 31
www.newyorktimes.com

Adm
it 

O
ne

1. San Andreas
2. Pitch Perfect 2
3. Tomorrowland
4. Mad Max: Fury Road
5. Avengers: Age of Ultron
6. Aloha
7. Poltergeist 
8. Far From the Madding 
Crowd 
9. Hot Pursuit 
10. Home
11. Furious 7
12. Ex Machina
13. Tanu Weds Manu
14. The Age of Adaline
15. I’ll See You In My Dreams
16. Woman in Gold
17. Cinderella
18. Masss
19. The Longest Ride
20. The Divergent Series: 
Insurgent

MUSIC REVIEW | Built to Spill still thriving in tough rock ‘n’ roll business

FOOD REVIEW | This vegetable is easy, non-messy and healthy snack

Cucumber great for what ails you 

Rock ‘n’ roll is a tough business. The pressures 
on artists are many. The need to constantly tour 
far from home, the temptations of drinking and 
drugs, and the need to produce commercially vi-
able songs when record sales have been slumping 
for years can crush a band physically and sap the 
creative spirit. 

Creating one good album in this environment is 
an accomplishment. Producing great music album 
after album, year after year, like the band Built to 
Spill does, is a test of endurance few bands can pass. 
Since the early ’90s, the band has kept up a fairly 
steady schedule of touring, while consistently 
releasing a new album or EP every couple of years. 

This reviewer has seen Built to Spill live twice. Both 
times they were amazing. 

The band looks pretty plain — a handful of guys in 
T-shirts and jeans — with no frills or special effects. 
It is an act from the school of indie rock that says 
music is what matters, not its packaging. The set up 
is simple — some guitars, bass and drums — but the 

result is always amazing. 
The band lineup has changed over the years. Mem-

bers come and go, and some come back. 
The one constant is the singer and primary song-

writer, Doug Martsch. 
At first, Martsch looks like another aging rocker 

with hair getting thinner and beard ever more gray, 
but watch him perform and you realize that he isn’t 
so much playing and singing as committing an act 

of sorcery. 
The rituals of music are gradually transforming 

him from an ordinary young man into some sort 
of wizard, a musical Gandalf or Dumbledore, wise 
and melancholy, and ferocious, with the power 
to move an audience.

Maybe the most impressive about Built to Spill is 
its stylistic continuity. Other musicians who have 
been around as long have completely changed their 
sound. Think Radiohead’s early rock versus its 
later electronic sound, or Nine Inch Nails versus 
Trent Reznor’s soundtrack work. 

In contrast, Built to Spill has maintained a 
consistent, but still fresh, sound that can only be 
described as magic.

Rating: A+
—Amar Molinas

Webmaster

Is there a restaurant, movie or book you’d like reviewed? 
Submit your idea to the Pioneer editor at 

EDITOR@OCCC.EDU
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May 26 bomb threat prompts evacuation
JORGE KRZYZANIAK 
Editor
editor@occc.edu

A bomb threat prompted 
OCCC police to evacuate the 
main campus on May 26.

Campus police dispatch 
received the threat by phone 
around 5:10 p.m. from an 
unidentified caller. 

Reports said the caller used 
a digital voice and said a bomb 
had been placed in the library 
by his friends and the device 
would detonate at any time.

The threat continued with 
the caller telling the dispatcher 
that four of his friends with 
semi-automatic weapons were 
setting up in the library. 

The call ended at about 5:20 
p.m. and dispatch notified 
Oklahoma City police of the 
threat. At 5:33 p.m., the library 
was evacuated. 

Main campus evacuation 
began at 6:13 p.m. after police 
barricaded Faculty Circle and 
Regents Boulevard., cleared 
Parking Lot B and blocked 
incoming traffic to campus. 

Along with Oklahoma City 
police, campus police searched 
the Main Building but found 
nothing. At 7 p.m. the library 
was searched with the same 
result. At 7:42 p.m., it was 
announced the situation was 
clear.

In an incident on the evening 
of May 8, Campus Police Of-
ficer Patrick Martino report-
edly came across two people 
in a vehicle in Parking Lot E 
“engaged in sexual intercourse” 

while he was on patrol. 
The names of both individu-

als were redacted in the report. 
Both are students at East 

Central University in Ada. 
They were issued a Notice to 

Leave OCCC and no further 
incident with the individuals 
was reported. The original po-
lice report shows supplemental 
photos that were requested but 
not provided. 

Campus police reported 
flooding and damage to the 
college after severe weather 
moved through the evening 
of May 23. 

At the time, the campus was 
closed except for a special event 
in the VPAC,  according to the 
report from Officer Jeremy 
Bohannon. 

At about 5:45 p.m., police 
informed those in the VPAC 
of the approaching storm and 
instructed those wanting to re-
main on campus to stay within 
the safer area. 

“Approximately 10 persons 
remained behind until the 
tornado warning expired,” the 
report stated. 

Afterwards, flooding was 
found to have occurred in the 
Bursar’s office hallway, the 
Main Building Atrium, the 
Aquatic Center, Library and 
the Social Sciences Center. 

A ceiling tile in the library 
“ruptured and pieces fell on 
the floor” near the main cir-
culation desk. The retention 
pond also was reported to 
have flooded onto surround-
ing sidewalks up to Regents 
Boulevard.

Facilities Management re-
moved standing water from 
flooded areas.  

Some information was re-
dacted from the reports under 
the direction of Marketing 
and Public Relations Director 

Cordell Jordan who said names 
are redacted “according to 
OCCCPD Standard Operating 
Procedures involving informa-
tion released and information 
withheld.”

To obtain a copy of the proce-

dure, email cjordan@occc.edu.
To contact campus police, 

call 405-682-1611, ext. 7747.
For an emergency, use one 

of the call boxes located inside 
and outside on campus or call 
405-682-7872.

GUSTAVO ADOGLIO 
BENRADT
News Writing Student

The Oklahoma Blood Insti-
tute will be back at OCCC on 
June 17 to collect more dona-
tions, said Terri Townsend, 
Oklahoma Blood Institute 
coordinator. 

OCCC’s last blood drive fell 
short of its goal, she said.  

Townsend said they had 
hoped to collect at least 70 
donations during the two days 
the donation center was on 
campus, April 14 and 15. 

However, only 53 blood 
donors responded to the call. 
The first day, 29 blood dona-
tions were made and 24 the 
second day.

“We were expecting at least 
70,” she said.

Townsend said blood do-
nations save millions of lives 
across the U.S.

“Donations are of extreme 
importance,” she said. “People 
should donate blood because 
their blood can save some-
body’s life.”  

OCCC Police Officer Tim 
Harris said he participated in 
the drive.

“I donate blood regularly 
because I think it’s the right 
thing to do for people who 
need it,” he said. 

“Everybody should donate 
because we never know when 
there will be a shortage of 
blood.” 

Townsend said almost ev-
eryone can donate. All  blood 
types are important, but the 
ones that are hardest to find 
are O negative and A negative. 

O negative blood is espe-
cially desirable because that 
blood can be given to anyone 
regardless of their blood type, 
Townsend said. 

OCCC Pioneer News Writ-
ing Instructional Assistant 
Ronna Austin is an O negative 
blood donor. 

She said she donates blood 
every time she is eligible. 
People should not be afraid 
because it’s a virtually painless 
experience, she said.

“It’s nothing to be scared 
of. Some people are afraid of 
needles, but it’s not painful 
at all. 

“Maybe people would be 
more willing to donate if they 
would see blood donation as 
an opportunity to save a life 
rather than being stuck with 
a needle.” 

Each donation can save three 
lives, Austin said.

“The Blood Institute also 
calls and tells me how my 
blood was used which is a great 
feeling.”

Austin said donating blood 
also can be made into a game.

“My friends and I usually 
compete on who donates more 
blood and who can fill the bag 
the quickest,” she said. 

“A friend of mine is a seven-
gallon blood donor. 

“My goal is to pass that by 
becoming an eight-gallon 
blood donor.” 

Austin said she is about to 
receive her four-gallon pin.

Townsend said the blood 
donations assist more than 
163 medical institutions in 
Oklahoma and in the U.S.

Those who donated blood 
were given an Oklahoma Blood 
Institute T-Shirt and a mini 
health-check that included 
the donor’s pulse, temperature, 
cholesterol level and blood 
pressure.

For more information about 
donating blood, visit OBI’s 
website at obi.org.

Blood donors save many lives

Don’t be left in the dark.
Follow us for instant news and updates!

www.twitter.com/
OCCCPioneer

www.facebook.com/
OCCCPioneer

Questions? 
Comments?

email editor@
occc.edu 
or call 

405-682-1611, 
ext. 7675GET YOUR NEWS ONLINE!

http://pioneer.occc.edu
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Students make Vice President’s honor roll
Students are eligible to be on the Vice 

President’s honor roll by achieving a 
GPA of 3.5 while carrying at least 12 
hours. Part-time students are eligible if 
they have maintained a 3.5 GPA for two 
consecutive semesters.

Hafsa Abounour, Rukeya Abulaiti, 
Autumn Ackerman, Paul Adams, John 
Agbor, Alice Agbor Ayuk, Espeer Agel, 
Bayleigh Akers, Anas Al-Shorepy, Abdul-
rahman Alarfaj, Francisco Albert, Sydney 
Allbritton, Melissa Allen, Jesse Allen, Mary 
Allison, Danielle Allison, Mikaela Allred, 
Taher Alsalman, Janie Alsup, Stephanie 
Alvarado, Anna Alvey, Christian Am-
brosio, Nana Amissah, Kalkedan Ararso, 
Joel Armendariz, Joise Asafoadjei, Cale 
Asperheim, Tiara Atherton, Jenny At-
teberry, Susan Atwell, Jeremy Austin, 
Damira Aviltai, Mariah Baca, John Baez.

Sara Bagley, Randi Baker, Steven Baker, 
Christopher Baker, Brandon Baker, Liam 
Baker, Aziza Bakhramova, Emily Balch, 
Desharion Baldwin, Allison Bales, Zsofia 
Balla, Srimad Baral, Marcee Barker, Covey 
Barlow, Kevin Barnes, Alex Barnes, Sean 
Barnette, Kamryn Bartley, Oghene Ovie 
Bassey, Natasha Bates, Julie Baublit, John 
Baxter, Jackie Beard, Jerrod Beck, Gary 
Beebe, Nour El Yakine Bel Bekri, Shelba 
Bell, Kayla Bell, Courtney Bellamy, Lauren 
Ben, Sarah Benhmida, Suraj Bhattrai, 
Bradley Bickers, Michael Birnie, Hayley 
Bishop, Gabrielle Black, Russell Blackmon, 
Devynna Blackwelder, Kasie Blake.

Amanda Blake, Samuel Blanden, My-
calyn Blomstrom, Christopher Blueyes, 
Benjamin Bobbitt, Theresa Bodman, 
Tayler Boggs, Jennifer Bohannon, Kelcey 
Boland, Isabelle Bolin, Alex Boodt, Kody 
Boone, Dennis Booth, Katherine Born-
holdt Smith, Michael, Boyd, April Boyd, 
Melissa Boyer-Zermeno, Paige Bracken, 
Kacy Breashears, Shealee Breeze, Ty Bre-
merman, Gina Brennan, Blake Brennan, 
Austin Brewer, Jessica Brewer, Madison 
Brewer, Juliet Brewer, Crysti Brierton, 
Hayley Brock, Nicole Brogden, Daniel 
Brooks, Skye Brooks, Jeanierose Brooks, 
Jennifer Broussard, Dawn Brown, Amanda 
Brown, Natalie Brown, Russell Bruner.

Laci Brunt, Nicole Bryan, Mark Bryant, 
Dustin Bui, Shayla Bunyan, Lindsey Bur-
bridge, Emma Burt, Hailey Burton, Taylor 
Butler, Joshua Buzzard, Eric Caillouette, 
Alma Caldera, Mason Cameron, Katrina 
Camp, Demetria Campos, Brooklyn Can-
ning, Matthew Cannon, Zachary Carley, 
Miranda Carlisle, Brian Carrethers, Rose 
Carselowey, Jessica Cary, Courtney Casey, 
Camila Castaneda, Naroba Castillo-Loza-
no, Christine Cataldo, Annette Cavener, 
Jamie Cavnar, Alyssa Cavner, Andrea 
Cervantes, Chao-Yang Chang, Ashwin 
Changarankumarath Pradeep, Juan Char-
queno, Tyson Chavedo, Samantha Chavez, 
Joshua Chellevold, Yun Chen, Elizabeth 
Chinchilla, Zhangjean Chow.

Makensey Clarkston, Kelly Claunch, 
Lindsey Claunch, Cheyenne Claw-
son, Brandan Cobb, Tabitha Cochran, 
Mitchell Coe, Iesha Colbert, Lavenrina 
Collier, Rachel Collins, Traci Collins, 
John Collinsworth, Scotlyn Collum, Zach-
ary Conant, Heather Cook, Casey Cook, 
Lakeshia Cooks, Zackery Cooksey, Rachel 
Copus, Dalton Cordell, Morning Cornell, 
Zachariah Covington, Montana Cox, 
Keisha Creach, Alanna Crews, Anthony 
Cribb, Zane Criton, Mitch Cruse, Whit-
son Crynes, Nayrobi Cubillos, Courtney 

Cullins, Aaron Culwell, Philip Cummings, 
Corley Damuth, Kenny Dang, Lauren 
Daniel, Janette Daniels, Nicole Daoust, 
Judy Daugherity, Chad Daugherty, Ryan 
Davis, Nicholas Davis, Malachi Davis.

Oliver Day, Philip DeFatta, Cody Delk, 
Stephen Dellinger, Julie Denton, Caroline 
Derby, Ashlyn Detamore, Ethan Dettlaff, 
Douglas Dewell, Brittany Dewey, Brady 
Dillingham, Xuyen Dinh, Annastasia 
Dobbins, Thomas Dobbs, Dean Dobbs, 
Jeffrey Dodgen, Jorge Dominguez-
Manjarrez, Dustin Donaghe, Emmanuel 
Donkor, Lucian Donley, Seger Ducharme, 
Alexis Dumas, Stacy Dunn, Dee Durbin, 
Nicholas Durbin, Charlotte Eades, Megan 
Eaton, Agbor Ebot John, Amanda Eddings, 
Khoosheh Eghbal, Christopher Elder, 
Ginger Ellis, Kimberly Elmendorf, Riley 
Elmore, Michael Emerson, Lea Engel.

Tabitha English, Trinity Eoff, Cam-
eron Ervin, Yamillet Escamilla, Azucena 
Esparza, Chelcia Espinosa, Osvaldo Es-
pinoza, Kortney Espitia, Laura Esquivel, 
Jonathan Estrada, Keithen Faerber, Shiloh 
Farris, Sandra Fast, Taylor Faulkenberry, 
Kody Felker, Tyler Fielder, Josea’ Fierro, 
Michael File, Michael Fitzgerald, Andrea 
Fitzgerald, Jammie Flaherty, Erik Flores, 
Kaitlin Flores, Ashley Fonville, Michel 
Fopa, Justin Fowler, Joselyn Fowler, James 
Fox, Tyler Franklin, Tyler Frederickson, 
Abbie Freeman, Chelsea Freeman, Lauren 
Freie, Falan Fronko, Joshua Fuller, Priscilla 
Gallegos, Franklin Garcia Jerez.

Brandee Garringer, Dylan Garringer, 
Nicholas Gatmen, Angelica Gearhart, Da-
kota George, Brittany German, Brandon 
Ghoram, Mary Gibbons, Uriah Gibson, 
Johnnie Gilpen, Amy Sue Glenn, Silvia 
Goicochea, Kristi Gonsalez, Samuel Gon-
zalez, Blanca Gonzalez, Joshua Gonzalez, 
Aide Gonzalez, Mary Goodnight, Sadie 
Gorham, Benjamin Gossmeyer, Margorie 
Gossmeyer, Trey Gourley, Brittany Gove, 
Markisha Grace, Dylan Gragg, Odlanier 
Grajales, Kirsti Granger, Bailee Gray, April 
Gray, Christopher Gray, Zachary Green, 
Kendra Green, Meredith Green, Kacey 
Greenlee, Drew Griffith, Brooke Grim, 
Sarah Grotts, Kristie Guidry,.

Zachary Guilbault, Rong Guo, Muna 
Gurung, Katie Hall, Leon Hamby, Chris-
topher Hammon, Sheila Hanson, Amanda 
Hardage, Bryan Harding, Jessica Harper, 
Adam Harper, Angela Harper, Victoria 
Harrell, Leighvi Harrington, Pamela Har-
rington, Karsten Harris, Brandon Harris, 
Amber Harris, Dee Harrison, Patrice 
Hart, Bailey Hartman, Olga Harvey, Jerry 
Haskins, Erin Hayhurst, Sherry Hazelton, 
Melissa Head, Sarah Heath, Nicole Heddy, 
Lucero Hedrick, Micah Hefner, Jessica 
Heiderstadt, Lauren Heilaman, Chelsea 
Henderson, Paige Henderson, Kimberly 
Hendricks, Crystal Hendrix, Cecilia Hen-
rion, Kyle Henry, Bryce Henshall, Shae 
Hensley, Rachel Herrera.

Samuel Herrera, Cinthya Herrera, 
Chloe Herrin, Hailey Hibdon, Kayron 
Hicks, Rikki Hileman, Irving Hill, Chelsi 
Hill, Jordan Hill, Caleb Hill, Mark Hind-
man, Matthew Hite, Vy Ho, Rylee Hodge, 
Valorie Hodges, Sonia Hoffman, Megan 
Holmes, Kyle Holt, Brittany Hooper, 
Robert Hooten, Kimberley Horne, Grant 
Horoho, Larry Hosek, Lakelynn Houck, 
Nicholas Houlette, Julie Howard, Zachary 
Huddleston, Thomas Hughes, Destiny 
Hulsey, Kelvin Hunter, Kadie Hutchens, 
Monica Hutchison, Daniel Hyden, Jacob 
Ingram, Rachel Interwicz, Camila Irar-

razabal, Daniel Irwin, Angela Isac, Todd 
Israel, Jonathan Iwertz, Chase Iwertz, 
Kareema Jabbar, Emily Jackson, Jarryd 
Jackson, Angel Jacquez, Esau Jangha.

DeTroy Jarrett, Naw Jeannie, Dillon 
Jennings, MacKenzie Jennings, Sylwia 
Jerczynska, Mario Jimenez, David Jimenez, 
Sherley John, Kristofor Johnson, Bailey 
Johnson, Robert Johnson, Shemeka 
Johnson, Brooke Johnson, Terra Johnson, 
Brooke Johnson, Allyson Jones, Ryann 
Jones, Dallas Jones, Nathan Jones, Stephen 
Jones, Myka Jones, Morganne Jones, Jamie 
Jordan, Kenneth Jordan, Saibra Journey, 
Min Jung, Andrew Kabara, Marilyn 
Kabara, Kassandra Kahrs, Katelyn Kahrs, 
Jennifer Karner, Rosanna Kchao, Jesus 
Keefer, Stephen Keel, Eric Kelley, Christina 
Kelly, Tyler Kennemer, Matthew Kerekes, 
Andrew Kern, Jaime Keyes, Yogendra 
Khadka, Mahesh Khadka, Tabitha Khile, 
Phung Khong, Darla Kilhoffer, Tanya Kill-
man, Stella Kim, Hanna Kim.

Danson Kimani, Allira Kimrey, Kel-
len King, Kelly King, Austin King, Riley 
King, Zakary King, Jacob Kiper, Paul Kirk, 
Jamie Kisling, Michael Knobel, Adam 
Kordsiemon, Taylor Kosechata, Casey 
Kraeger, Tobias Kremeier, Keaton Kroos, 
Cheryll Kropelin, Jorge Krzyzaniak, Red-
ouane Laaroussi, Phuongthi Lam, Charles 
Lamb, Joanie Lambert, Izaac Lambros, 
Anthony Landers, Britny Lane, Zachary 
Larson, Gabriel Lavere, Jennifer Lawrence, 
Trang Dai Le, Quan Le, Kathy Le, John Le, 
Phuong Le, Mikala Lea, Lauren Leach, 
Larita Leake, Magen Ledford, Joohoon 
Lee, Austin Leippe, Keyanah Lemons, 
Savannaha Lester, Penny Lewis, Collin 
Lewis, Yang Li, Katie Liotine, Richard 
Lockhoff-Taylor, Tracey Logan, Payden 
Long, Jing Long, Sidney Long, Margarita 
Lopez-Luera, Brianna Loveless, Jesus Loya.

Vy Luong, Erica Luttrell, Zachary Lut-
trell, Chau Ly, Emily Lynch, Dana Lynn, 
Kiana Lysinger, Hayden Magar, John 
Magelssen, Maarij Mahmood, Rebecca 
Major, Glenda Maldonado, Nehemiah 
Malin, Rachel Mallory, Nathan Mancil, 
Sharon Manley, William Manley, Laura 
Mann, Krysta Marchant Daves, Trevor 
Marcus, Katherine Marshall, Shane Mar-
tin, Karen Martinez, Emily Martinez, 
Mayra Martinez, Lorena Martinez, Kathy 
Mason, Lesa Matthews, Selina Matthews, 
Kari McCaskill, Marisa McClain, Megan 
McCord, Cray McDaniel, Megan Mc-
Donald, Diane McElyea, Maci McGregor, 
Daniel McGrew, David McIntosh, Jeremy 
McKinley, Cynthia McReynolds, Garret 
Medell, Julian Mejia, Jaison Melakayil, 
Natalie Melancon, Kalon Melton, Slayde 
Meyer, Karen Meza, Kevin Middleton.

Jaley Millar, Kyle Miller, Nicole Miller, 
Anna Miller, Amanda Million, Amanda 
Mills, Kripa Mishra, Joshua Mize, Theo-
dore Mofle, Kate Mohr, Anthony Mokaya, 
Amar Molinas, Patrick Money, Kevin 
Monreal, Megan Montgomery, Esteban 
Montoya, Victoria Moomey, Ashley Moon, 
Eric Morales, Taylor Morren, Preston 
Morris, Karac Morris, Michelle Morse, 
Kaylee Mosley, Benjamin Mowbray, Billie 
Munger, Daisy Munoz, Samantha Munter, 
Rylee Murray, Joseph Mwangi, April My-
ers, Fred Nanthakoummane, Natalie Nault, 
Orlando Neal, Krystal Nelson, Garron 
Newville, Phuc Ngo, Phuong Nguyen.

Phu Nguyen, Joanna Nguyen, Phuong-
Anh Nguyen, Lisa Nguyen, Son Nguyen, 
Tyrus Nguyen, Triet Nguyen, Cam 
Nguyen, Duy Nguyen, Cuong Nguyen, 

Christina Nguyen, Oanh Nguyen, Hoang 
Nguyen, Harris Nguyen, Julie Nguyen, 
Jazmine Nichols, Lynsay Nichols, Samuel 
Nicholson, Irma Nicholson, Katelynn 
Nixon, Madison North, Anthony Norton, 
Blake Nuncio, Catherine Nuncio, Mario 
Nunez, Joshua Nunez, Patrick O’Leary, 
Alexander Okeke, Kaylee Oman, God-
frey Onaya, Christopher Ong, Jennifer 
Osborne, Theodore Ostas, Macie Owens, 
Christopher Owens, Bailey Pack, Sibel 
Palte, Jennifer Paradis, Brittney Parks.

Kelly Parrish, Jillian Parus, Aakash Pa-
tel, Bikram Paudel, Amy Pavelka, Micayla 
Payne, Micah Payne, Taylor Peden, Joshua 
Penrod, Kevin Peo, Lorenzo Perez, Ace 
Perkes, Breauna Perry, Rachel Petersen, 
Savanna Petricek, Tara Pettigrew, Lisa 
Pham, Tri Pham, Cheyenne Phillips, 
Michaela Phillips, David Pierce, Ashleigh 
Pierce, Michaela Pittman, Raquel Portillo, 
Robert Potts, Sarah Powell, Ashish Prad-
han, Lauren Presswood, Chiane Puckett, 
Bria Pyles, Kimberlyn Pyron, Alexandra 
Qualls, Scott Rains, Colton Ramsey, 
Alfredo Rascon, Gustavo Ravello Asalde.

Corrie Reagan, John Redfearn, Jasmine 
Redmond, John Reed, Tiffany Rekieta, 
Desmond Renuae, Cody Rickman, Na-
tasha Riggs, Shawn Riley, Katie Riojas, 
Deralin Ritter, Thomas Rivas, Andrea 
Rivera, Trevor Roach, Michael Roberts, 
Parker Robertson, Tanner Robertson, 
Alfred Robinson, Kylee Robison, Melissa 
Robles, Lesbia Rodas, Jeremy Roe, Vicki 
Roosa, Donna Ross, Sarah Ross, Reagan 
Ross, Adelaide Roy, Thomas Royall, 
Montserrat Ruffin, Eric Rumainum, Julia 
Rusert, Abraham Ruvalcaba, Kori Ryan, 
Jose Saenz, Christopher Saenz, Mariah 
Saffa-Gilcrease, Luqman Salaudeen, 
Paulina Saldana, Marcos Saldana Rojo, 
Eric Salisbury, Bushra Salous, Rand Salous.

Nicholas Saltzman, Raquel Samaniego, 
Cynthia Samaniego, Lacey Samsel, Kellis 
Sananikone, Cynthia Sanchez, Jocelyn 
Sanchez, Felicia Sanders, Daisy Sando-
val, Zachary Santacroce, Sapna Sapkota, 
Christina Sawall, Kathy Sawyer, Raiden 
Sawyer, Dayla Scales, Ashleigh Schaffer, 
Sarah Schettler, Bruce Schimmel, Destiny 
Schlicher, Stanley Schmidt, Zena Scoggins, 
Jared Scott, Kenneth Scott, Nicholas Scott, 
Nathan Scroggins, Dylan Seagroves, Alexis 
Seburg, Marylin Segura, Marta Seitz, Luke 
Selby, Sheridan Self, Shane Serna, Jonathan 
Shahan, Robert Sharp, Sara Shaw, Boram 
Shin, Morgan Shoop, Kia Shorter.

Tiffane Shorter, Jack Shuler, Christo-
pher Simmons, Christopher Simpson, 
Ethan Simpson, Amy Simpson, Gary 
Sinclair, Ashley Singleton, Tiera Sliker, 
Hannah Smathers, Jennifer Smith, Erin 
Smith, Kiel Smith, Walter Smith, Hunter 
Smith, Madison Smith, Stella Smith, 
Douglas Smith, Austin Smith, Paula 
Smith, Christopher Smith, Jenelle Smith, 

Tyler Smith, Larry Smith, Daniela Solis, 
Meghan Solosabal, Monica Soots, Joel So-
ria, Natalie Sorrells, Karina Sosa, Cristobal 
Soto, Abram Spillman, Danielle Stacy, 
Catherine Starkey, Amanda Starr, Michael 
Stedman, Kevelyn Steere, April Stephens, 
David Stephenson, Sabrina Stephenson, 
Trinni Stevens, Amanda Stevens, Toni 
Stevenson, Daraja Stewart, Neal Stewart, 
Jacob Storey-Gilleland, Jamie Stout, Trent 
Strangfeld, Ryan Strawhun, Catlin Stuart, 
Hailee Stull, Cameron Sturtz, Anjie Su.

John Sumida, Chloe Summers, Breanne 
Swedberg, Tyrel Tachibana, Ashley Tack-
ett, Tashrique Tahsin, Mario Talamantes, 
Charles Taylor, Miranda Teets, Frances 
Teran, Jasmine Thavisack, Lukee Thein, 
Vallie Thomas, Savannah Thompson, 
Patrick Thompson, Kalie Thompson, Sarah 
Thonhoff, Aire Thorne, Logan Thurm, 
Erin Tilley, Aaron Ting, Vinh Tong, Nicole 
Torres, Sabino Torres, Jaclyn Towe, Caitlyn 
Tower, Jonathan Trail, Derek Trammell, 
Dragon Tran, Calebb Traylor, Taylor 
Treadway, Whitney Tresler, Sarah Tro-
sper, Rennie Troub, Victor Truong, Sarah 
Turner, Adam Tuttle, Obinna Ude, Jesse 
Uffen, Ndonna Ughelumba, Nikki Ussery.

Yessenia Valadez, Amber Vanvranken, 
Cheyenne Vanwassenhove, Jeffery Veal, 
James Vera, Kelsey Verrill, Caleb Vesely, 
Anthony Vess, Raneisha Vester, Taylor 
Vick, Alexandria Vigil, Hannah Villalobos, 
Carlos Villanueva-Chavez, Raul Villarreal, 
Kayla Visor, Tan Vo, Chinh Vo, Kaitlyn 
Votaw, Danny Vu, Andrew Vu, Minh Vu, 
Huong Vu, Bao Vu, Tuan Vu, Nhu Vu, Hol-
lee Waddel, Stephanie Walden, Shannon 
Walden, Zachary Wall, Shelly Wall, Janet 
Wallace, Luyi Wang, Penghao Wang, Ra-
chel Ward, Lorna Ward, Celeste Warden, 
Kayla Warr, Zachary Washecheck, Cydney 
Washington, Annette Waters.

Keely Waters, Thomas Watkins, Reese 
Watson, Joshua Watson, Devin Watson, 
Zachary Watts, Mark Waymire, Michael 
Wayne, Brady Webster, William Weimer, 
Megan Weir, Bethany Wells, Zachary West, 
Amanda White, Ricky White, Brian White, 
Leland White, Shelby White, John White, 
Brittany White, Tanner White, Sheridan 
Wiles, Robert Wilkerson, John Wilkins-
Kirk, Brittany Willhite, Garrett Williams, 
Samantha Williams, Brett Williams, Daniel 
Williams, Jayde Williams, Toby Williams.

Bobbie Wilson, Lesimone Wilson, 
Johnny Wingate, Kiziah Winn, Zachary 
Wise, Betty Withers, Jacie Womack, Sarah 
Wood, Lesley Wood, Ethan Woodard, 
Ashlie Woodard, Cornelius Woodard, An-
gela Wright, Richard Wright, Jonghyeok 
Yang, Anastasia Yorke, Angela Younkins, 
Sienna Yount, Hao Yu, Farah Zabin, 
Borna Zamani Farahani, Maria Zapien 
Maynez, Barbara Zavala Renteria, Christy 
Zhang, Jindan Zhou, Brandi Zielinski, 
Sarah Zuber.

“     I want to congratulate 
all those who made the Vice 

President’s honor roll this 
past semester. Each of you is 

an OCCC success story.”
—Felix aquinO

academic aFFairS Vice 
PreSident
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President’s honor roll recipients named
Students are eligible to be on the 

President’s honor roll by achieving a 
GPA of 4.0 while carrying at least 12 
hours. Part-time students are eligible 
if they have maintained a 4.0 GPA for 
two consecutive semesters.

Jacob Abello, Isaiah Acker, Wilma 
Acklin, Luke Adams, Chris Adkins, 
Taylor Aiello, Roman Alcantara, Amr 
Alhuraibi, Joseph Allen, Victoria 
Alvarado, Noelia Alvarez, Luis Am-
brosio, Elizabeth Anderson, Melinda 
Anderson, Cecelia Anderson, Jessica 
Andrew, Crystal Andrews, Glenda 
Armstrong, Sandy Arnold, Eivy Ar-
royo Diaz, Lacey Arvizu McMullen, 
Garry Atkinson, Eugene Atkinson, 
Rhonda Audette, Brandon Austin, 
Gavin Avery, Monica Avila, Sophia 
Babb, Joanna Babb, Melody Backues, 
Troy Baker, Daniel Baker, Kyle Baker, 
Nannette Baker, Braxton Banks, 
Wilson Barger, Tiffany Barnard, Jer-
meshia Barnes, Adam Barnes, Janie 
Barr, Nathaniel Barrack, Nathaniel 
Barrett, John Basgall, Parker Bay, 
Brooklynn Bear, Taylor Beard, Sylvia 
Beddingfield, Amanda Belcher, David 
Belk, Morgan Bell, Enrique Benitez, 
Gustavo Benradt, Stephanie Bentley.

Barbara Benton, Paolo Bernola, 
Jazmine Berry, Rachael Billingsley, 
Kristie Birkes, Arao Agostinho Bi-
unda, Elisabeth Blair, Melissa Blan-
kenship, Andrew Blue, Abigail Bolin, 
Michele Bolin, Mohammed Mazhar 
Bombaywala, Richard Book, Veronica 
Bors, Charles Bostick, Adil Bouhami-
di, Thomas Boulanger, David Bowen, 
Emily Bowlby, Kirsta Bowles, Letitia 
Boykins, Jaime Braden, Donald Brad-
ley, Meghan Bradley, Troy Braghini, 
Joseph Branco, Angela Brand, Taylor 
Brewster, Anna Brewster, Thomas 
Brock, April Brooks, Bailey Brooks, 
Sarah Brooks, Guy Brown, Jaymes 
Brown, Laura Brownell, Elisabeth 
Bullock, Phyllis Burk, King Burke, 
Jeffrey Burnette.

Brittany Burnside, Joshua Butcher, 
Tyler Butts, Hayley Campbell, Ma-
dalyn Campbell, Sadie Canada, 
Bridget Cannon, Jonathan Capps, 
Juan Cardenas, Christian Carnahan, 
Robin Carr, Brian Carrigan, Tabitha 
Carroll, Morgan Carter, Lisa Castle, 
Solana Ceville, Martha Chagnon, 
Andy Chakron, Matthew Chalender, 
Paul Chambers, Miles Chaney, Rhett 
Chanley, Bailey Chaples, Samantha 
Charboneau, Dawei Chen, Christo-
pher Chhim, Brian Chick, Hoa Chu, 
Kayla Ciardi, Gabrielle Cisper, Hunter 
Clanton, Garrett Clement, Breanna 
Cline, Douglas Clinton, Stacy Cobb, 
Christian Cochran, Rachael Colbart, 
Summer Cole, Autumn Colquitt, Abi-
gail Connell, Jason Conner, Vanessa 
Contreras, Christopher Coronado, 
Matthew Corson, Claudia Cortez, 
James Cox, Kimberly Cox, Zachariah 
Craig, Michayla Craig-Stearman.

Jarod Cribbs, Angela Crissinger, 
Megan Cronin, Nathan Cross, Crys-
tal Crowe, Thomas Cruickshank, 
Collin Crull, Christa Curtis, Brian 
Cushman, Aubrey Custer, Andrew 

Czeropski, Elnaz Danesh, Nicholas 
Dang, Brittany Daniels, Ashley Davis, 
Kyle Davis, Nicole Davis, Ryan Davis, 
Chris Davis, Kathryn Davis, Jessica 
Day, Eric Deleon, Juana Deloera, 
Bayleigh Depoyster, Trey Deveny, 
Haley Dickson, Jessica Dinh, Trung 
Do, Bao Do, Hoan Doan, Jerret Don-
aldson, Suifen Dong, Xavier Dotson, 
Joseph Douglas, Brandi Douglas, 
Matthew Downing, Stephen Drews, 
Todd Droscher.

 Savanna Drummond, Carlin 
Dugan, Cassandra Duncan, Lizette 
Duncan, Jill Dunford, Ermilo Duque, 
Jennafer Duvall, Evan Dymond, Kitty 
Eagle, Stephanie Easterling, Douglas 
Eckert, Uduak Effiong, Sherry Egg-
leston, Haley Ellison, Stefanie Elrod, 
Kristin Elsenbeck, Marci Enarson, 
Jasmin Enchassi, Murri England, Re-
becca Enow, Tristian Espinoza, Sabra 
Estill, Jennifer Estrada, Shed Euwins, 
Nickalas Evans, Mari Ewoldt, Alicia 
Facio, Sharna Faerber, Erica Fansler, 
Sean Farrell, Tiffany Feese, Joseph 
Fellin, Kristi Fields, Ariel Fitchue, 
Brittany Fitzgerald, Natalie Flam-
ing, Juan Flores, Harrison Ford, Jes-
sica Forsyth, Jordan Freeman, Rudy 
Frescas, Shereda Fuentes, Angela 
Funkhouser, Angelina Gallegos, Bali-
kis Gambari, Nicthed Garay, Jessica 
Garcia, Joshua Garcia, Edward Garcia.

Jessica Gard, Kasey Garner, Meran-
da Garrett, Jeffrey Garrison, Kathleen 
Gately, Jennifer George, Justin Gerdes, 
Michael Glancy, Matthew Glass, 
Charles Golden, Chen Gong, Edgar 
Gonzalez, Lacy Gonzalez, Alexander 
Gonzalez, Guadalupe Gonzalez, 
Sanam Gordbagli, John Gorman, 
Mark Goyette, Sophia Graham, Shane 
Graham, Marissa Graham, Edward 
Graves, Hayden Green, Amanda 
Green, Ken Greenshields, Haley 
Groves, Dakota Grumbles, Kathleen 
Grzybowski, Su Guan, Vanessa Gul-
ley, Shelby Gunn, Katelyn Haggard, 
Mariah Hale, Shalee Hale, Amanda 
Hamilton, Lindsey Hancock, Bryton 
Hancock, Julia Hanks, Zachary Han-
lin, Farouq Hanoon, David Hansen.

Richard Hansen, Daryn Harris, 
Kristin Harris, Diana Harrison, 
Autumn Harrison, Toralf Haugland, 
Jessica Hawthorne, Kelsey Hayes, 
Reagan Hayes, Heather Haywood, 
Taylor Heckart, Matthew Hefner, 
Walter Heitman, Mary Ann Helms, 
Brianne Henderson, Troy Hensch, 
Jordan Hernandez, Isai Hernandez, 
Cris Hernandez, Elissa Hernandez, 

Nancy Hernandez, Kirsten Hess, Cole 
Hladik, Hoa Hoang, Jerika Hobza, 
Jeremy Hodgin, Brianna Hogan, Kyle 
Holliman, Ryan Hollingsworth, Krit-
sana Hoonsan, Shane Hopkins, Jordan 
Horsell, Kayelee Howard, Jennifer 
Howell, Joseph Hughes, Christian 
Hughes, Kaitlyn Hunter, Cari Hunter, 
Sarah Hutson, Kathy Huynh, Eugena 
Hwang, Raul Ibanez.

Wendy Ibanez, Ifeanyi Ijioma, 
Kelley Ille, Laura Incarnato, James 
Inglis, Nicholette Inocente, Khusroo 
Iqbal, Madeline Isaacs, Jacob Islas, 
Valencia Islas, Carl Jacobs, Brianna 
Jacobsen, Holly James, Taylor James, 
Landra January, Peter Jenkins, Mi-
chelle Jezioro, Misty Jobe, Johnathan 
John, Erin Johnson, Ramona Johnson, 
Rebecca Johnson, Jorge Johnston, Au-
brey Jones, Lani Jones, Lauren Jones, 
Christopher Jones, Erik Joski, Yvan 
Kamtchouang Ngouongo, Taylor Kap-
pel, Alex Karanja, Jessica Karges, Safa 
Kassim, Jamie Kautz, Susan Keffer, 
Jaclyn Keith, Emily Keith, Kathleen 
Kelly, Shaina Kennedy, Nehemiah 
Kennedy, Kristen Kennedy, Andrea 
Kern, Kyle Kerr, Nguyen Khong, Lee 
Killingsworth, Amber Kimberling.

Haley King, Melanie King, Kevin 
Kitchell, Samuel Knight, Regina Kraft, 
Lauren Krapff, Gerald Kuhlman, 
Asma Lama Tamang, Taylor Lamb, 
Lisa Lane, Harrison Langston, Dylan 
Lantis, Rebecca Laranang, Lenora 
Lavictoire, Stacy Lawson, Lanchi Le, 
Kim Le, Luan Le, Long Le, Lien Le, 
Cindy Le, Donna Leachman, Jordyn 
Leclaire, Scott Lee, Ethan Lee, Corbin 
Lee, Natanim Lemma, Gregory Levy, 
Kylee Lewis, Thomas Lewis, Eric Lew-
is, Junhao Liang, Caitlin Littlejohn, 
Yang Liu, Jessica Livesey, Alexandra 
Logoutine, Andrew Long, Angelica 
Lopez, Miguel Lopez, Evelyn Lopez, 
Jennifer Loyd, Haixiao Lu, Araceli 
Lugo, Xin Luo.

Ariana Lusk, Mylinh Luu, Chung 
Luu, Tia Madl, Makayla Mainord, 
Kayla Major, Robert Manley, Miranda 
Mann, David Manning, Mary Kather-
ine Maraschick Randolph, Lee Marrs, 
Candyce Marsh, Thaddaeus Marshall, 
Leah Martin, Jennifer Martinez, Sayra 
Martinez, Allison Marx, George Mas, 
Pamela Mayhew, Kathy McCall, Gage 
McCartney, Wendy McCaughey, 
Cheyenne McClain, Marcus McClure, 
Ashlea McCullough, Emily McDaniel, 
Barbara McDaniel, Jacey McDonald, 
Berlynn McDonald, Samantha McEl-
hiney, Adriana McElhiney, Micah 

McGeisey, Shana McGinnis.
Lauren McGoodwin, Alicia Mc-

Guire, Kimberlee McKee, Jacob 
McKinney, Zachary McSwain, Lizeth 
Melendez, Brandon Mendenhall, 
Vanessa Meraz, Sana Mesiya, Mat-
thew Meyer, Jordan Meyer, Susan 
Meyer, Denton Meyer, Angelina Mey-
ers, Savannah Miller, Amanda Mil-
stead, Jon Minyen, Jennifer Miranda, 
Tobie Mitchell, Leann Monaghan, 
Mary Monaghan, Katheryn Monroe, 
Christy Montenegro, Amy Moomey, 
Leslie Moore, Nicholas Moore, Ivan 
Morales, Shannon Moss, Chance 
Mueller, Maximo Munoz, Daniel 
Murphy, Brandy Murray, Sarah 
Muzny, Carene Ndong Sima.

Courtney New, Vy Nguyen, Dieu-
Thy Nguyen, Umi Nguyen, Tony 
Nguyen, Justina Nguyen, Phuong 
Nguyen, Anh-Thy Nguyen, Tam 
Nguyen, Christina Nguyen, Thao 
Nguyen, Tien Nguyen, Sydney 
Nguyen, Van Nguyen, Trang Nguyen, 
Nhu Nguyen, Kaylen Nguyen, Sara 
Nguyen, Nancy Nguyen, Alan Nguy-
en, Sidney Nguyen, Dien Nguyen, 
Gema Nieto, Malorie Noah, Holly 
Norman, Angelique Nutter, Jordan 
O'Neal, Sabrina Obregon, Hannah 
Odum, Emily Oehlert, Rikki Ogden, 
Claudius Oladele, Yanet Olivares.

Lauren Oliver, Floyd Oliver, Matil-
de Olivera, Zac Opong, Armando 
Orozco-Pelayo, Trevor Orr, Angie 
Ortega Romo, Rebecca Otchere, 
Alyssa Owens, Jameson Owens, 
Megan Palmer, Alfredo Palomino 
Higine,   Matthew Palumbo, Ashley 
Pankhurst, Dalton Parker, Bridget 
Parrish, Darlene Paulson, Elizabeth 
Paulus, Sean Payne, Katie Peabody, 
Breanna Pelton, Bethany Pelton, 
Brooke Pelton, Stephanie Pena, Blake 
Pendleton, Kyle Pendley, Diana Penn, 
Walter Pennington, Belinda Pennock, 
Jennifer Penrod, Clyde Peralta, Jo-
vanna Perez, Holly Perkins, Richard 
Perry, Rachel Petillo, Austin Petit, 
James Pettigrew, Matthew Peverly, 
Margaret Pham, Viet Pham, Ngan 
Pham, Chi Pham, Jordan Phibbs.

Katelyn Phillips, John Phillips, Paul 
Pierce, Merrilee Pipkin, Monica Piros, 
Brenda Pittser, Audra Plusquellec, 
Linda Pope, Jason Prince, Adam 
Prince, Kathy Prince, Yuhong Qian, 
Ashley Quanstrom, Kelley Queen, 
Ryan Raberding, Md Julkifly Rahman, 
Indira Rai-Choudhury, Nicholas 
Ramos, Christopher Ramsey, Dustyn 
Rappe, Andrew Rasbold, Morgan 
Ratliff, Catherine Rauch, Kimberly 
Ray, Mesha Reagan, Lauren Redus, 
Haley Reed, Anthony Reid, Wesley 
Renfroe, Nancy Reyes, Kayla Rials.

Zeus Ribaudo-Demers, Tiffany 
Richardson, Kailey Rider, Pravesh 
Rijal, Ferdinand Riley, Michaela Riley, 
Robert Ritter, Sarah Robbins, Lisa 
Roberts, Madison Robins, Rhonda 
Rock, Ashton Rodiger, William Ro-
driguez, Trent Rogers, Anita Rojas, 
Adam Rollings, Sarah Rollins, Lauren 
Romero, Raquel Rosa, Adrian Ro-
sales, Victoria Rose, Shawna Rosen-
felt, Fnu Roshan Mathews, Julie Ross, 

Joshua Rothenay, Michael Rowland.
Kara Roy, Logan Roys, Dean 

Rufeisen, Shanna Rumburg, Jackson 
Russell, Nicole Russell, Bethany Sack-
ett, Josh Sadler, Nour Salus, Kasun 
Samaranayake, Ayesha Boureima 
Sambo,  Teddi Samples, Emily San-
chez, Alecia Sanville, Derek Scarsella, 
Melody Schroeder, Andrea Schultz, 
Jonell Schultz, Aubrey Schultz, 
Charles Schwab, David Scroggins, 
Heidi Segarra, Michael Seikel, Debo-
rah Senn, Alisha Shafer, Traci Shaffer, 
Lindsay Sharp, Lisa Shaw, Thade 
Shell, Seth Shelton, Kendra Shepard, 
Nir Shiposh, Jay Shirley, Cecelia 
Shortt, Frank Shover, Lauren Sims, 
Brian Sims, Dragana Sindjic, Shristi 
Singh, Ashley Sloan, Destiny Smart, 
Jacqueline Smiley, Karli Smith, Can-
dice Smith, Pamula Smith, Heather 
Smith, Timothy Smith, Alyssa Smith.

Alora Smith, Caroline Smith, Tan-
ner Smith, Kaelyn Sommer, Yang 
Song, Ying Song, Stacia Sorrels, 
Elizabeth Sotomayor, Jerrie Sporn, 
Supatra Sritongkum, Mallory Stacy, 
Madelyn Stafford, Heather Staley, 
Erin Stelter, Jesse Stephens, Rebecca 
Sterkel, Michelle Stoddard, Tillie 
Stracener, Tanna Streets, Feiyang Su, 
Youngjune Suh, Madison Sullivan, 
Fariha Sultana, Leah Sweet, Re-
becca Swihart, Kristin Taleu, Herve 
Taning Kaffo, Alexandria Tatum, 
DeAnna Tatum, Josh Taylor, Cathy 
Tellone, Quynh Anh Than, Kushal 
Thapa, Cody Thornton, Deborah Tice, 
Trystan Tiffany, Gordon Tiffany, Lisa 
Tippett, Hailey Tippett, Alexander 
Tirado, Robert Tisdale.

Amber Tobin, Kha Tran, Tommy 
Tran, Brian Tran, Hung Tran, Vivian 
Tran-Vu, Hung Trang, Victor Trevino, 
Patricia Truong, Lily Tumala, Hartley 
Tyler, Dov Urie-Lanman, Christopher 
Valencia, Lien Vallejos, Roberto Van 
Dunem, Gabriel Van Ness, Hannah 
VanderBloomer, Jason Vanhouter, 
Justin Vannoy, Michelle Vasquez, 
Arie Vassar, Marcus Ventresca, Kirstie 
Vincent, Ashten Vincent, Michael 
Vinson, Thanh Vo, Ai Vo, Alexa Voss, 
Cong Vu, Dat Vu, John Vu, Savan-
nah Waddell, Nicole Waddle, Shelby 
Wade, Christopher Walker, Ann 
Waltrip, Alexandra Warden.

 Shayna Watson, Morgan Weaver, 
Nicholas Webb, Gerald Welch, Diana 
Wells, Aubree West, Carlee Wheeler, 
John Whipple, Tyler White, Lauren 
White, Matthew Whitney, Sarah 
Whitney, Clifford Whittenton, Co-
rey Wiley, Brandy Williams, Ashley 
Williams, Erika Williams, Brittney 
Wilson, Zane Winters, Kassahun 
Wodajo, Monica Wood, Rachel 
Woodard, Bryan Woodard, Brittan 
Woods, Mary Wright, Glenn Wright, 
Agnes Wright, Brandy Yax, Rani 
Yevugah, Tatum Yocum, Hyunjeong 
Yoon, Isaac Young, Priscilla Young, 
Mary Lou Zapata, Paul Zapletal, Haley 
Zellner, Nikolas Zyzak. 

(Don’t see your name and think you 
should be listed on one of the honor 
roll lists? Call the Graduation Office 
at 405-682-7521.)

“     It is always an honor 
to recognize outstanding 

academic achievement. 
My congratulations 
to all of these truly 

outstanding students.”
—Paul SechriSt

Occc PreSident
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SPORTS EVENT 
NEWS

Take  Ab Express to core strength, fitness

All event news is due Monday 
by 5 p.m. for inclusion in the 
next issue. Email your news to 
sportswriter@occc.edu.

Scan the QR code with your 
smart phone to be directed to a 
list of OCCC Intramural events, 

complete with the most 
current updates.

(Free QR code reader apps can be 
found online or in app stores on 

smart phones. Follow the directions 
for the app you download.)

SUMMER 2015:

• Students with a valid OCCC ID 
can use the Aquatic Center free 
of charge. The Aquatic Center 
features two pools, and an 18½-
ft. deep diving well with 1- and 
3-meter spring boards and 5-, 
7- and 10-meter platforms. For 
more information, visit www.
occc.edu/RF.

• OCCC Group Fitness classes 
are offered at a variety of fitness 
levels and are spaced conveniently 
throughout the afternoon and late 
evening hours. Classes are free to 
OCCC students with a valid ID. 
See more at www.occc.edu/rf/
cr-group-fitness.

• The Recreation & Fitness Center 
is open to students, faculty, staff 
and community members. The 
center features a 15,000-square-
foot gym with two basketball 
courts and one recreational vol-
leyball court, a cardio room with 
three treadmills, two cross train-
ers and two recumbent bikes as 
well as a weight room featuring a 
complete circuit of Cybex equip-
ment and free weights. Students 
with a valid OCCC ID can use the 
facilities free of charge. For more 
information, visit www.occc.edu/
RF or call 405-682-7860.

CLAYTON MITCHELL
Senior Writer
seniorwriter@occc.edu

OCCC students and community 
members looking for a quick and 
exciting fitness class may enjoy the 
Abs Express class.

The class, which meets from 
5:05 to 5:25 p.m. each Monday and 
Wednesday, is a quick way for par-
ticipants to work out their abdominal 
muscles and backs muscles, said class 
Instructor Elizabeth Hobi.

Hobi, who teaches an array of fitness classes 
at OCCC, said the class uses Pilates and back exercises to 
strengthen the abs and core of the body. Planking, crunches 
and calisthenics, among other similar exercises, are impor-
tant to this intense, but quick, class, she said.

Recently graduated computer science major David 
Schrock said he has taken many classes with Hobi and 
learned about the class from her. Schrock said the workout 
has been the most beneficial part.

“My abs are pretty hard now, plus I have better posture 
and less back pain,” he said.

Liberal studies major Sarah Landon said she found out 

about the class in a similar way to Schrock.
“I was actually taking a different class that 
Liz teaches, and she likes to talk about 

the other classes that she teaches,” she 
said. “I decided that with my work 
schedules, I could squeeze in 20 
minutes of abs.”

Participants don’t need to come 
into the class already fit, Landon 
said. She said while new students 
may find a learning curve, it is not 

difficult to get into the workout.
“I hadn’t done any working out as far 

as core exercises before coming to this class,” 
Landon said. “That makes it harder in the be-

ginning, but it gets easy surprisingly quick.
“And it’s only a 20-minute class, so it’s over before you 

realize it, even if you’re not in good shape. It’s difficult, but 
it’s a really manageable length of time.”

Group Fitness classes are free for all students, but Hobi said 
students must register for the classes to give the Recreation 
and Fitness department accurate numbers of class attendees.

For more information, contact Hobi at elizabeth.hobi@
gmail.com, Health and Fitness Specialist Carole Valentine 
at carole.m.valentine@occc.edu, call 405-682-1611, ext. 
7662, or the Recreation and Fitness office at 405-682-7860.

SPORTS | The class uses pilates, crunches, calisthenics and more to increase abdominal strength and improve posture 

Jake McMahon/
Pioneer

OCCC students 
shoot baskets in 
the college gym. 

Left to right: 
Engineering 

major Richard 
Perry, 

engineering 
major Kevin 
Jones, and 

engineering 
major Eivy 

Arroyo Diaz. 
Summer 

hours are 6 
a.m. to 7:15 

a.m. Monday 
through Friday; 

5:30 p.m. to 
8:30 p.m. 

Monday through 
Thursday; 5:30 

p.m.to 6 p.m. 
Friday; closed 
from 7:15 a.m. 

to 5:30 p.m. 
weekly for 

summer camps.

Eyes on 
the ball



PIONEER | PIONEER.OCCC.EDU JUNE 5, 2015 • 9

JORGE KRZYZANIAK
Editor
editor@occc.edu

Ever wonder what happens 
prior to tuition and fees in-
creasing or when employees 
are told there won’t be raises 
— again?

The state fiscal year begins 
each July 1 and ends on June 
30 of the following year. 

The following is a breakdown 
of the budget cycle through-
out that year according to the 
Senate’s FY15 Appropriations 
Report.  

July through October: 
Agencies formulate their 

budget work program. 
Budget limits may be set by 

the Legislature in the preceding 
legislative session. 

Agencies begin formulating 

the budget request they will 
present for the next legislative 
session. 

This is a good time for ad-
vocacy groups to begin talk-
ing with state agencies about 
funding issues.

Oct. 1: 
Agencies submit their bud-

get request to the governor and 
Legislature for the upcoming 
fiscal year. 

November: 
Appropriation subcommit-

tees begin analysis of agency 
program performance mea-
sures and begin filing related 
reports. 

No appropriations can be 
made to an agency until these 
reports have been filed.

December: 
The Oklahoma Board of 

Equalization meets for initial 

certification of revenues. This 
is the revenue estimate used for 
the governor’s budget. 

This is the best time for 
advocacy groups to contact 
the governor about program 
budgets.

February: 
The governor submits bud-

get recommendations to the 
Legislature on the first day of 
session. 

The Board of Equalization 
meets for certification of rev-
enues. 

This is the revenue estimate 
the Legislature is bound by 
constitutionally unless it passes 
a bill to increase or decrease 
revenue and that bill is signed 
by the governor.

February through April: 
Supplemental appropria-

tions are considered for the 

current fiscal year. 
Subcommittees hold budget 

hearings for the upcoming 
fiscal year and move substan-
tive bills with fiscal impacts 
through the process. 

This is the best time to talk 
to the Legislature about budget 
issues.

Late April to May:
The subcommittees get their 

budget allocation and con-
vene the General Conference 
Committee on Appropriations 
(GCCA). 

By this time, the Senate and 
House Appropriation Subcom-
mittees have decided most of 
what they want to fund, and it 
is time to work out their differ-
ences in conference.

May:
The Legislature begins filing 

appropriation bills. 

During session, the governor 
has five days to sign or veto a 
bill or it becomes law without 
their signature. 

If the bill is passed during 
the last week of session, the 
governor has 15 days to sign 
it or it becomes a pocket veto. 

Session ends on the last Fri-
day in May.

June:
The Board of Equalization 

meets to certify any changes 
to certification as a result of 
legislation that was signed 
into law and to certify that the 
Legislature did not exceed its 
appropriation authority. 

June 30:
The current fiscal year ends. 

Agencies submit Budget Work 
Programs to the Office of State 
Finance and the process starts 
over.

overall mission of the college, 
Sechrist said.

“In an open meeting … we 
went through all the possible 
reductions, where we could 
improve if necessary,” he said, 

“We’ll have to do some of 
them, hopefully, not all of 
them.”

A proposed tuition increase 
will remain on the table even 
if appropriations are not so 
dramatically cut, Sechrist 
said, raising resident tuition 
from $82.55 per credit hour 
to $87.55 and non-resident tu-
ition from $167.80 to $172.80. 

Students enrolling in the fall 
2015 semester can expect to 
see a modest increase, he said. 

 Sechrist said employee 
wages and vacant positions will 
be looked at closely. 

“The staffing plan is the lion’s 
share of our budget,” he said.

Christopher said each de-
partment on campus analyzed 
staff positions that are current-
ly vacant in the staffing plan.  

“I do appreciate everyone 
who took a strong look at their 
particular department and 
what positions that were cur-

rently vacant that could remain 
vacant,” Christopher said. 

Eight full-time faculty po-
sitions were found that are 
vacant now and could remain 
vacant, she said. 

To offset the loss of eight full-
time positions, Christopher 
said, more adjunct professors 
would be contracted.

“There will be no loss of 
services then,” she said. “That 
will result in a $508,000 cost 
reduction.” 

The upcoming closure of 
the Aquatic Center, and the 
elimination of a vacant exempt, 
or professional, employee posi-
tion in Information Technol-
ogy Services and another in 
Planning and Research also 
will reduce positions in the 
staffing plan, Christopher said. 

She said 10 non-exempt, or 
hourly, employee positions will 
be eliminated for a reduction 
of $411,459.

“The total cost reduction 
of this plan as a result of the 
staffing plan not funding some 
of these positions is about 
$940,535.” 

Christopher said if cuts from 
the Legislature are lower than 
anticipated, some of the posi-

tions may be added back at a 
later date. 

At the board meeting, Boyd 
presented what he referred to 
as the colleges “budget needs” 
for the upcoming fiscal year. 
He said, in exercising good 
stewardship, OCCC’s outlook 
is positive against threats of low 
funding from the state.

He said in planning for a 6.3 
percent reduction in appro-
priations, the college will need 
about $1.6 million to replace 
funds that otherwise would 
come from the state. 

The costs of operating the 
college are always rising as well, 
Boyd said, putting additional 
strain on the upcoming budget.

“We’ve taken a real hard 
look at our mandatory costs,” 
he said. 

“We literally have to increase 
operating budgets for our op-
erating costs.”

Boyd said among the largest 
mandatory costs to OCCC are 
custodial services, waste man-
agement, groundskeeping, and 
property casualty insurance, all 
of which are rising.

The increase in tuition and 
the new academic service fees 
would provide an estimated 

additional $1.4 million in the 
coming year, he said. 

After receiving word that 
a tentative budget agreement 
had been reached in the Legis-
lature, calling for a 3.5 percent 
reduction in the allocation of 
funds to higher education, 
rather than the expected 6.3 
percent cut, Sechrist sent an 
email to OCCC employees on 
May 19. 

“With the large (state) bud-
get deficit of $611 million, this 
3.5% cut is better than expect-
ed, but still a significant cut.  

“Pending Board of Regents 
approval, OCCC plans to man-
age this reduction and address 
the mandatory cost increases 
by modestly raising tuition 
(4.6 percent), leaving open a 
number of faculty and staff 

positions, closing the Aquatic 
Center, and holding steady on 
salary and wages. 

“With these adjustments, it is 
the intention to maintain our 
focus on teaching and learning, 
and continue to provide a high 
quality learning experience 
for our college and non-credit 
students.”

Sechrist said he regrets that 
OCCC’s current budget doesn’t 
leave room for faculty to re-
ceive raises, though he feels 
raises are deserved. 

He said alternatives in the 
long term will have to be ex-
plored to compensate school 
employees for their “dedicated 
work.” 

For an in-depth look at 
changing fees, visit http://
pioneer.occc.edu.

Money: Officials say tuition increase, no raises for FY 15-’16 
Continued from page 1

State budget cycle determines college funding

YOUR AD COULD BE HERE
for ONLY $32 a week!

—get your advertisement message 
to 5,000 prospective customers 
with a business-card size ad— 
Call 405-682-1611, ext. 7307, 
or e-mail: adman@occc.edu
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CAMPUS COMMUNITY CAMPUS
HIGHLIGHTS

DARLA KILHOFFER
Community Writer
communitywriter@occc.edu 

Students who volunteer in 
the Student2Student mentoring program are cur-
rently training to be mentors in a four-week course 
that qualifies as a one-hour humanities credit. 

After completing a minimum of 50 hours of 
mentoring, students can earn a certification that is 
internationally recognized, said Student Life Direc-
tor Erin Logan.

“It’s been a great tool for them to be better students 
as well as helping somebody else be a better student,” 
Logan said.

The program launched in August 2014 and OCCC 
currently has 14 trained mentors and 32 mentees. 

Kylee Lewis, psychology major and trained mentor, 
said she got involved in the program because she has 
a passion for helping people

“I’ve always wanted to go into some sort of coun-
seling, so this is a good sort of first step to transition 
into that mindset,” Lewis said. “It’s not the same. It’s 
not counseling. That’s been clarified. But it’s a good 
first step for me to start making connections and 
helping people out.

“It’s been personally gratifying. I only had one 
mentee this semester but it was really gratifying to 
be able to see her do well and to actually notice that 
I helped her.”

Lewis said the pro-
gram also builds life 
skills in mentors. 

“The communica-
tion skills have helped 

me a lot in my personal life and it helped me with 
my study skills,” she said. “I’ve never been very good 
with study skills so that was actually very helpful for 
me to learn certain things that I can do to help myself 
be better in classes.”

Diversified Studies major and trained mentor 
Derek Scarsella said the program is a great resource 
that students should take advantage of.

“I think that for somebody new coming in, or 
somebody who is struggling, it provides a network; 
it provides a support system,” Scarsella said.

“A mentor is somebody you can go to who can help 
you navigate the system a little bit — anything from 
setting up your classes and enrollment, to learning 
how to talk to your professor, or learning how to get 
around the school a bit more easily.”

To request a mentor or to submit a mentor ap-
plication, visit http://www.occc.edu/studentlife/
student-2-student.html. 

To apply to be a mentor, a student must be enrolled 
in 15 credit hours or more at OCCC, must maintain 
a 3.5 GPA and must provide two letters of recom-
mendation.

For more information, call the Student Life office 
at 405-682-7523.

COMMUNITY | Student2Student helps both mentors and mentees 

Mentoring program benefits all involved

ethan cooPer/Pioneer

Wistfully waiting

General Studies Major Jackie Elliott waits in line at student advising on the first floor of the Main 
Building. She said her wait had been short. “I’m just registering for summer classes,” she said. “I’ve 
only been waiting about 10 minutes.”

Campus blood donors get two free Zoo passes
The Oklahoma Blood Institute will give each blood 

donor two free Oklahoma City Zoo admission tickets 
and a T-shirt during a blood drive from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m., Wednesday, June 17, in the College Union. For 
more information, call 877-340-8777, or visit obi.org.

Students can get fit for free all summer
Group fitness classes will continue during the 

summer and are free to all OCCC students with 
a valid OCCC ID. The Wellness Center summer 
hours are effective May 29 through Aug. 21. The 
weight and cardio rooms are open 6 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Monday through Thursday; 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. Friday; 
and closed Saturday and Sunday. The gym is open 6 
a.m. to 7:15 a.m. Monday through Friday; 5:30 p.m. 
to 8:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday; 5:30 p.m.to 
6 p.m. Friday; closed from 7:15 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
weekly for summer camps. For more information, 
contact the Recreation and Fitness Center office 
at 405-682-7860.

‘Cat on a Hot Tin Roof’ coming to OCCC  
Reduxion Theatre Company presents Tennessee 

William’s famed drama, “Cat on a Hot Tin Roof” at 
8 p.m. Friday and Saturday, June 19 and 20, in the 
VPAC Theater. This controversial and heated play 
explores many taboos of mid-century America. 
Tickets are available at the OCCC Box Office, by 
calling 405-682-7579 or at occc.edu/pas/tickets. 

College for Kids offering variety of classes
OCCC’s Community Outreach and Education 

program offers a variety of weekly children’s camps 
and classes throughout the summer. The College 
for Kids program includes classes such as math and 
information tech, humanities, science and musical 
theater camps. Classes are held in weekly periods 
from June 1 through July 29. For more information, 
contact Community Outreach and Education at 405-
686-6222 or visit occc.edu/summercamp.

Christians on Campus to meet each Monday
Christians on Campus host Bible studies at 

noon on Mondays in room AH1C5. All students are 
welcome to attend. For more information, contact 
Christians on Campus at christiansoncampus@
my.occc.edu or club president Kaie Huizar at kaie.
huizar@gmail.com.

New Student Orientation sessions continue
OCCC will hold many free New Student Orientation 

sessions from June through August. The upcoming 
session is from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. onTuesday, June 
9, in CU2 and CU3. To register for an orientation 
session, e-mail the Student Life office at studentlife@
occc.edu or call the office at 405-682-7523.

All Highlights are due Monday by noon for 
inclusion in the next issue. Email your event to 
editor@occc.edu or drop by the Pioneer office 
located in AH 1F2.



Pioneer classified advertising is 
free to all enrolled OCCC stu-
dents and employees for any 
personal classified ad. Ad appli-
cations must be submitted with 
IDs supplied by 5 p.m. Fridays 
prior to the next publication 
date. For more information, 
call the Ad Manager at 405-682-
1611, ext. 7674, or e-mail ad-
man@occc.edu.
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FOR SALE: 1997 Isuzu 4x4 
Trooper; 5-sp. Runs great. 
Body in GC. Leather seats, 
CD player, premium speak-
ers, Draw Tight hitch system 
can pull 5k pounds. Power 

windows need repair. High 
miles. One owner. $1,900. 
405-812-4082.

FOR SALE: 19” CRT televi-
sion in fair condition. Great 
for a gaming TV or in a child’s 
room. $25. Text 405-818-
0083 for more details.

FREE: Your ad here. Stu-
dents can place non-busi-
ness classified ads for free. 
No more than 7 lines. Submit 
your ad to adman@occc.edu 
with your name, student ID 
and valid phone number.

Comments? Opinions? Let us know! E-mail the editor at 

editor@occc.edu



 12 • JUNE 5, 2015 PIONEER | PIONEER.OCCC.EDU

Employment opportunities are out there 
CLAYTON MITCHELL
Senior Writer
seniorwriter@occc.edu

DARLA KILHOFFER
Community Writer
communitywriter@occc.edu

Whether you plan to work 
part-time while taking that 
microbiology course this sum-
mer or plan to work full-time 
through August, there are lots 
of job options both on and off 
campus. 

With a little research, you 
might be able to find a job that 
fits your schedule so you can 
stash some cash this summer.

One option is a job at the 
college. OCCC hires students 
in their prospective field each 
semester through the Student 
Temporary Employment Pro-
gram (STEP). 

MaKenna Smith, Special 
Education major, said she has 
enjoyed working as an OCCC 
Technology Services Support 
Assistant for the past year and 
a half.

“They really work with 
your schoolwork and your 
load, to make sure you’re not 
overwhelmed,” she said. “I’ve 
learned a lot about this cam-
pus also.” 

Tim Whisenhunt, Technol-
ogy Support Services director, 
said student workers are criti-
cal to OCCC’s success.

“In the last couple of years we 
started [using] student workers 
to fill in the gaps, if you will, to 
allow us to extend our reach in 
being able to provide more and 
better support to the college 
community,” he said.

“Aside from just being able 
to allow us to extend our reach 
across campus to provide more 
and better support to every-
body, the biggest thing that I 
think the institution benefits 
from is allowing our students 
who are a part of what we do, 
become more invested in how 
the institution functions.” 

Rachael Colbart, Diversi-
fied Studies major, works in 
the Communications Lab and 
praises the advantages of work-
ing at OCCC.

“It directly benefits your own 
study and personal growth as 
well as giving you the oppor-
tunity to make money working 
on campus,” she said. 

“We’re able to live a one-
check life, really, because we’re 
working here and studying 
here, and while we’re working 
here, we’re networking.”

Annette Waters, also a Diver-
sified Studies major working at 
the Communications Lab, likes 
the welcoming environment 
at OCCC.

“The support you get from 
the people in charge and from 
your peers that you’re able to 
work around … is amazing.”

To get started looking for a 
campus job, visit www.occc.
edu. At the bottom of the page, 
select “Employment at OCCC.”

Once there, students can 
search a database of available 
jobs and fill out a job applica-
tion.

Some local small businesses 
also offer summer employment 
and schedule flexibility as well.

Nusing major Emily Keith 
has worked at Little King Pizza 
as well as another local com-
pany while attending OCCC. 
She said she enjoys the nature 
of small businesses.

“It’s nice because it’s not a 
chain,” she said. “You have one 
person above you — your boss. 
It’s very down-to-earth and not 
stressful.”

“[My boss] was very flexible. 
She was willing to work with 
my schedule. “

Keith said there also may 
be downfalls to working for a 
small business.

“Be careful if you’re the only 
employee because sometimes 
they may put a lot on you and 
then it’s not doable.”

Some adventurous summer 
job options include working 
as a camp counselor or at an 
amusement park. 

OCCC and YMCA, among 
other employers, hire camp 
counselors to teach workshops, 
lead games and other activi-
ties, and keep the children safe 
while on camp grounds. 

For those who want to work 
on their tan in the Oklahoma 

heat, Frontier City and White 
Water Bay are still hiring staff 
to run the attractions or work 
in food service and retail ac-
cording to their websites. 

Perks to these jobs may in-
clude discounts or even free 
tickets.

Many employers simply 
need someone to man the 
front desk and provide great 
customer service. 

The YMCA, hotels and gyms 
are great places that require 
front desk attendees.

The perk to this job is that 
you may be able to do some 
homework or study in your 
downtime, which is great for 
those taking a class or two 
during the summer.

With many restaurants lo-
cated near OCCC, those with 
good people skills may be able 
to find a job near the school to 
work after class.

One such company is Star-
bucks, which has a location 
close to OCCC, just off the 
Interstate-240 Service Road 
near Pennsylvania Ave.

Courtney, a Starbucks shift 
manager who asked that her 
last name not be included, said, 
as a student, Starbucks was very 
flexible with her schedule. 

She said, at her store, around 
one-third of the employees are 
students.  

TheSimpleDollar.com lists 
top-paying jobs for college 
students, which include work-
ing as a barista, fitness trainer, 
camp counselor, administra-
tive assistant and nanny.

Lots of families rely on a 
nanny to care for their children 
during the summer and many 
parents are willing to pay more 
for a college-age sitter.

ThoughtCatalog.com says if 
you generally like kids, baby-

sitting is the best job to get in 
your 20s — for many reasons. 
Most sitters are paid with cash, 
the hours are flexible, and the 
kids might take a nap which 
can help you squeeze in some 
extra studying.  

Babysittersnow.com recom-
mends networking on your 
own by using social media 
such as Facebook, Twitter and 
LinkedIn. 

Alternatively, those wanting 
to work in child care can reg-
ister on Care.com or Sittercity.
com, and be put in contact with 
parents seeking a sitter.

Another job option for stu-

dents is self-employment op-
portunities, says lifehack.org, 
because the hours are flexible 
while allowing the worker to 
sharpen their skills. 

That includes teaching guitar 
lessons and mowing lawns are 
ways you can be your own boss 
while earning some cash.

Campus bulletin boards 
also are a place to advertise, 
as many students already take 
advantage of the space to place 
classifieds. For more about 
OCCC jobs, visit www.occc-
jobs.com. To search a variety 
of jobs, visit www.summerjobs.
com or Google “summer jobs.”

Most students want and need a summer job as a 
way to finance their education. But finding a job isn’t 
as easy as just wanting one. Here are some sugges-
tions of places to start:

•  Contact past employers: Assuming the student 
has been a good worker in the past, it makes sense 
to get in touch with those who know this. Even if the 
job held prior isn’t available, some employers will 
find a position for the right worker.

• Check college job boards: A part-time job at school 
has some great advantages for students and there 
may be summer positions available.

• Create a job: I’ve known several students who 
have run lucrative summer lawn care businesses. I’ve 
known others who have organized informal summer 
camps for kids. An enterprising student may have 
better results creating a job than finding one and the 
experience can be valuable as well.

• Use family and friends: Working for a relative or 
family friend may not be your ideal summer job. If 
you’re struggling to find a job, however, those connec-
tions can be a fairly secure option in case something 
else doesn’t come along.

• Combine multiple positions: If you can’t find 
that one full-time position, try taking more than one 
part-time job to meet your financial needs. This is 
especially helpful if your employer ends up needing 
you for fewer hours than you expected.

—www.usnews.com

Job searching tips 


