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EDITORIAL

OPINION, p. 2

Staff Writer Katie 
Horton says the U.S. 
government needs to 
stop snooping on cell 
phone usage. Read 
more on her thoughts 
inside.

STAY OFF 
OF MY CELL 
PHONE PLEASE

To comment on 
stories, or to access 
the latest news, 
features, multimedia, 
online exclusives and 
updates, visit occc.
edu/pioneer.

CAMPUS LIFE

NEWS, p. 6 & 7 

Students who made 
the President’s and 
Vice President’s 
Honor Rolls will be 
notified by mail the 
week of June. 21. 
Look inside to see if 
you made it.

HONOR ROLL 
STUDENTS 
LISTED

SPORTS

People of all ages 
— students and 
non-students alike 
—  can learn how 
to swim at the 
college’s Olympic-
size swimming pool. 
Read more. 

OCCC OFFERS 
SWIM LESSONS 
TO ALL AGES 

PIONEER ONLINE

CAMPUS LIFE

COMMUNITY, p. 10

OCCC Student Em-
ployment & Career 
Services has more 
than 250 job opportu-
nities. See inside for 
more information.

SPORTS, p. 8

Regents approve 4% tuition, fee increase
President Paul Sechrist 
says OCCC still has 
lowest rates around 

STUDENTS 
CAN GET JOB 
SEARCH HELP

CHRIS JAMES
Pioneer Editor
editor@occc.edu

Although students can 
expect to see a 3 percent  

tuition and 1 percent fee in-
crease in the fall, President Paul 
Sechrist said OCCC still has the 
lowest tuition around.

The cost of one credit hour 
for Oklahoma residents will be 
$103 in August, up from $99 per 
credit hour last fall.

The cost for non-residents stu-
dents will be $263.03 in August, 
a $10.21 increase from last fall.  

“Our 4 percent increase will 
actually be one of the lowest 

increases proposed by [higher 
education] institutions. The 
high may be around 8 percent,” 
he said. “Average is [about 5 
percent.] 

“There are only a couple of 
institutions that are (propos-
ing) less than we are,” Sechrist 
said during a June 10 special 
joint meeting with the OCCC 
Regents and South Oklahoma 
City Area School District 
board of trustees. 

OCCC Business and Fi-
nance Vice President John 
Boyd said the increase, voted 
on by the OCCC regents at 
a June 17 meeting, is neces-
sary because although state 
revenue is up this year, it’s still 
down from historic levels. 

Even with the increase, Boyd 
projects an overall decrease in 
the tuition-fee revenue source 

because enrollment is expected 
to drop this fall.

“[The increase] will help offset, 
but not completely eliminate, 

our decline in [revenue from] 
tuition and fees,” Boyd said.

A car sits inside of OCCC’s Main Building entrance after its driver OCCC business major David Ratliff, 24, crashed through the 
glass area at 8:05 a.m. on Thursday, June 20. OCCC officials sent out an email notification at 8:30 a.m. that read, “Entry 1 to the 
Main Building has been closed due to vehicular damage. This is the large glass entrance from the plaza area.” College officials 
say Ratliff was taken from the scene in an ambulance but added that he nor anyone was injured. The cause of the accident has 
not yet been officially given. Those needing access to the college from Parking Lot A are being asked to use the SEM center 
entry 1. For updates, read the Pioneer Online at www.occc.edu/pioneer. 

See RAISES page 9

Employees to get 
modest pay raise
KATIE THURMAN
Staff Writer
onlinewriter@occc.edu 

OCCC employees will 
receive an average 1.6 

percent pay raise in the upcoming 
budget year, said Business and Fi-
nance Vice President John Boyd. 

The matter was approved at a 
June 17 OCCC regent’s meeting.

Boyd, who described the salary 

and wage increase as “modest,” 
said the proposed raises were 
decided by performance apprais-
als from the last academic year. 

The staff evaluations outlining 
employee performance and ac-
complishments were completed 
in March 2013. 

Employees who met the expec-
tations outlined by the perfor-

Air time

See BUDGET page 9

Chris James/Pioneer
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Big brother: get off my phone
EDITORIAL | The government has gone too far this time

KATIE
HORTON

Reduce mosquito habitat to avoid West Nile virus
LETTER TO THE EDITOR | It’s that time of year to take precautions against illness

The new cell phone security breach is what every-
one seems to be talking about. If you are one of the 
few people who has not heard, the National Security 
Agency decided to collect people’s phone records — 
Verizon’s customers in particular — for reasons of 
national security, according to the man who leaked 
the documents that brought this to light.

The phone records do not 
include what was said nor 
do they include text message 
information. They do include 
what number you called, what 
time, and for how long. 

The reasoning behind this is 
the NSA believed they could 
catch more terrorists this way. 

The problem is that it was 
everyone’s phone records, not 
just a handful of people who 
were suspects. 

To me, this is a step further 
toward the government having 

too much control. I just don’t feel comfortable talking 
on the phone knowing that the government has me 
on a list somewhere if I accidentally dial the wrong 
number. Another part of it that is bothersome is the 
fact that they actually wanted to keep it a secret. 

The man who leaked the information is not on 
good terms with the government at this time and 

you can imagine why. 
Secrets don’t make friends though, right? Why 

should anything I do with something I pay for be 
tampered with by the government. The answer is, 
because you agreed at birth or at the time you became 
an American Citizen to abide by the rules that are 
set in place for you by the nation — some that just 
happen to be made up as they go, it seems.

Most people don’t look at their cell phone contract 
when they sign it while purchasing a new phone. This 
may change soon for many. I know I will be reading 
the fine print next time. 

Not only does this make the government look worse 
than they did to many people in this day and age but 
it makes them seem like a bully to a lot of people. No 
one will feel comfortable talking on their cell phones 
if this continues in the direction that it is headed. 

Social media sites are similar in this and really have 
no way of being private compared to cell phones that 
have at least some privacy. Almost everyone has a 
computer of some sort, and everybody can see what 
you post on your social media account — including 
people you don’t know.

This privacy issue goes another way. If you have 
the freedom to do what you please, why shouldn’t the 
government have those same freedoms? And what if 
this really does help with the problem of terrorists?

It’s down to a matter of what you feel comfort-
able with. If you don’t feel comfortable having the 

government know who you call, and for how long, 
then I suggest you get rid of your phone. That is the 
only way you can completely evade the government 
looking into your phone records.

In my case, I think I will keep my phone. There will 
be a point though that I will say no more and get rid 
of it because there is a fine line between saving the 
nation from terrorists and being nosey. I personally 
don’t need the government on my back about what 
I ate for breakfast this morning.

—Katie Horton
Staff Writer

To the editor: 
The Oklahoma City-County Health Department 

is advising Oklahoma residents to take precautions 
against mosquito-borne illness by avoiding mosquito 
bites and reducing habitat where mosquitoes live 
and breed.

 To reduce mosquito habitat, it’s recommended you:
• Prevent items such as buckets, cans, pool covers, 

flowerpots, guttering and tires from holding stand-
ing water.

• Empty and refill birdbaths and your pet’s outdoor 
water bowl daily.

• Swimming pools and fishponds with circulating 
water generally are not a problem. As long as the 
water is moving, the larvae can’t grow.

• For standing water sources that can’t be drained, 
OCCHD recommends microbial larvicides that kill 
mosquito larvae before they emerge as adults. 

• Protect your home from invading mosquitos by 
keeping window and door screens in good repair.

Always remember the four Ds:
1. Dusk to dawn – Mosquitoes that carry West Nile 

Virus are most active during these hours, so if you 
must go outside always take precautions.

2. Dress – Wear long sleeves with cuffs and long 
pants wherever mosquitoes are likely to be biting. 
Tuck your pants into your socks.

3. DEET – Use an insect repellent containing DEET 
on any exposed skin.

4. Drainage – Check regularly around your home 

for any water accumulation that could provide mos-
quito breeding grounds. For pools, hot tubs or water 
features, OCCHD recommends that residents “cover, 
drain or maintain” these water sources to eliminate 
mosquito habitat.

Residents of Oklahoma City and Oklahoma County 
may also report sources of stagnant water outside 
their own property. 

To file a complaint about mosquito habitat, visit our 
website at www.occhd.org/community/foodprotec-
tion/complaintform or call the OCCHD Consumer 
Protection division at 425-4347, 425-4348, or 425-
4319.

— Oklahoma City-County 
Health Department
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Students, welcome to the summer 2013 se-
mester. Student Employment & Career Services 
has a full schedule of workshops to assist your 
job and career goals.

Workshops are held each Thursday from 12:30 
to 1 p.m. on the first floor of the Main Building 
in Room 1G7 (Next to Student Life):

• June 20 – Choosing a college major (Kuder 
Journey Career Guidance Program)

• June 27 – Job Board registration (More than 
250 jobs listed daily)

• July 11 – Internships for college students 
(Both paid and unpaid internships available)

• July 18 – Career Spots Videos (52 online 
videos that provide professional instruction)

• July 25 – Optimal Interview (Practice inter-
viewing online with a professional job coach)

Please drop-by our office for details on any 
of these topics or phone for an appointment at 
405-682-7519. 

Your workshop experience will include one-
on-one assistance and guidance. Our office 
hours are 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through 
Thursday, and from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday. You 
also can email employmentservices@occc.edu.

And, don’t forget to ask about the free port-
folio offer when you upload your résumé to the 
student online job board. Posted résumés may be 
previewed by registered employers and increase 
your chances for landing a job interview. You 
may change, delete or update your job board 
student registration details at any time through 
www.collegecentral.com/occc.

—Debra Vaughn
Student Employment & Career 

Services Director

Workshops on 
the calendar

Sometimes, it’s com-
pletely necessary for a 
girl to pamper herself. 
When I feel like spoil-
ing myself, my go-to 
activity is to take a trip 
to the nail salon and get 
my nails done. 

Nails By Helen is 
located on the north 
side of the metro, just 
across from Quail Springs Mall. I’ve been visiting the 
salon bi-weekly since February, and my trips have 
always left me feeling pampered, relaxed, and pretty. 

The salon is modern and efficient, and clean and 
comfortable on each and every visit. Nails by Helen 
provides manicures, pedicures and a range of other 
services. They always offer patrons cold drinks and 
make sure their customers are 100 percent comfort-
able. 

The staff in the salon is friendly. I like the entire 
staff so much that I never book an appointment with 
one specific person. Instead, I just show up and let 
the next available technician take care of my nails. 

The salon offers a wide selection of traditional and 
gel nail polishes, the latter of which are the better 
choice for long wear. And although the price is a 
bit more for gel polish  — a gel manicure will cost 

$25, while a traditional 
polish manicure costs 
a bit less — the colors 
are always vibrant. 

Customers can get 
anything from a classic 
American or French 
manicure to a range 
of beautifully designed 
nail art. 

I’ve never had a bad 
experience with anyone at the salon. I’ve always found 
the service to be satisfactory. 

Cleanliness is extremely important in salons and 
I’ve been to more than a few that weren’t quite up 
to par with the level of their sanitation practices. 
However, Nails By Helen is completely clean and all 
of the equipment is well taken care of. I keep a careful 
eye on the technicians to make sure their hands are 
washed between pedicures and manicures. The tubs 
for pedicures are frequently disinfected. 

Overall, Nails By Helen provides an experience that 
is comfortable, very fairly priced, and will leave you 
feeling refreshed and ready to face the world with a 
little more style and flair. 

Rating: A
—Katie Thurman

Staff Writer 

GAME REVIEW | New weaponry and dragon rides additions that make a real difference in play

‘Elder Scrolls’ full of new action

Nails by Helen pampers well
BUSINESS REVIEW | Writer says salon helps her face the world with ‘style and flair’

Alright, “The Elder Scrolls V: Skyrim” 
— an action role-playing open world 
video game —  has been out since Nov 
11, 2011. But after losing months of 
my life scouring the ancient home of 
the Nords, I decided to take a hiatus 
until all downloadable content had 
been released.

I started a new character and am now 
in the middle of my second excursion 
into Tamriel. I have to say the download-
able content or DLC — Dawnguard, 
Hearthfire and Drogonborn — are 
pretty awesome.

In Dawnguard, a powerful vampire lord is at-
tempting to use the power of an Elder Scroll to blot 
out the sun. 

This would allow vampires, under the cover of 
perpetual darkness, to run rampant across Tamriel.

The Dawnguard, aside from being the DLC’s 
namesake, is an order of vampire hunters that have 
begun recruiting again.

Players have the choice of helping the Dawnguard 
stop the vampires from permanently getting rid of the 
sun or aiding the vampires and eventually becoming 
a vampire lord.

Dawnguard introduces new armor, locations, 
possible ability trees and weapons like the crossbow.

Hearthfire is a DLC where the Dragonborn is able 
to buy land and build a homestead. 

It has three locations to purchase. Choose one, or 
buy and build on all three plots of land.

When building, you get to choose three different 
wing additions from choices like an alchemy or en-
chanting tower, a kitchen, a library or even an armory 
full of weapon racks and armor mannequins.

Then, you can hire a steward, a bard and a carriage 
driver for your home. 

Hearthfire also allows players to adopt children.

In Dragonborn, the third and, as Bethesda an-
nounced, final Skyrim DLC, the player goes to the 
island of Solstheim and encounters the first Drag-
onborn.

Solstheim was previously introduced in the Blood-
moon expansion for “Morrowwind.” 

While battling it out with another Dragonborn is 
pretty cool, the most awesome part of the Dragonborn 
DLC is the ability to ride dragons. 

Yeah, that’s right — you can ride dragons now and 
an update lets you fight on horseback too. 

Dive back into Skyrim and get the DLC. It’s defi-
nitely well worth it.

Rating: A+
—Chris James

Editor
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Stevie Nicks documentary shows real side
Stevie Nicks takes us on a magical 

tour of her mystical kingdom with “In 
Your Dreams,” a documentary follow-
ing the production of her latest album 
of the same title.

The film begins with a brief video 
collage of fans saying why they love 
Stevie, followed by shots of the singer’s 
beautiful California mansion, in which 
the album was recorded.

We are next introduced to Dave Stew-
art, former member of the Eurythmics 
and “In Your Dreams” producer. From 
the beginning, Nicks makes it clear she didn’t want 
anyone but Stewart working on her album.

“I knew the next album I made, whether it be 
Fleetwood Mac or solo, I wanted him to work on 
it,” Nicks said.

The documentary covers each song off of “In Your 
Dreams,” and tells what went into the process of each. 

Perhaps some of the most interesting songs off the 
album are “Soldier’s Angel,” “Moonlight (A Vampire’s 
Dream),” and “Secret Love.”

In “Soldiers Angel,” Nicks talks about how the 
song started out as a poem passed out to wounded 
soldiers she visited in the hospital. It was not until 
four years after she tried to record it as a song for the 
first time that she finally came up with a chorus she 
liked and completed it.

“Moonlight (A Vampire’s Dream)” is special 

because it’s what inspired 
Nicks to record “In Your 
Dreams.” After her last al-
bum release in 2000, Nicks 
thought she was done as 
a solo artist. After seeing 
the movie “New Moon,” 
Nicks was inspired by the 
story of Edward and Bella 
and decided it was time to 
record a new album.

“Secret Love,” a song 
originally meant for Fleet-

wood Mac but never recorded, ended up on the album 
after a friend had found an old demo that had been 
leaked to YouTube. After that, Nicks decided maybe 
it was time the rest of the world heard the song too.

Nicks is hilarious throughout the film, showing a 
side of herself you wouldn’t expect to see, from bossing 
around Stewart to recounting her almost-successful 
attempt at stealing a song from Tom Petty and the 
Heartbreakers.

While the documentary focuses mainly on new 
material, it also manages to throw in a snippet of 
Nicks playing and singing along to a piano version 
of Fleetwood Mac song “Dreams.”

The cool thing about Stevie Nicks is she doesn’t 
change. While modern artists feel the need to keep 
up with whatever is “popular,” Nicks has found the 
perfect formula of beauty, talent, and haunting lyrics.  

Watching “In Your Dreams” is truly like watching 
a mastermind at work. Nicks’ ability to create music 
that touches so many people is truly outstanding.

It also doesn’t hurt she has kept nearly the same 
band and back-up singers all these years as well as 
invites members of Fleetwood Mac to appear on her 
albums.  

This documentary proves Nicks is truly a genuine 
person who cares about what she does.

“I wish the album wasn’t done because it being 
done means all of us won’t be here having an amaz-
ing time,” Nicks said. “I wish we could start again on 
another 14 songs.”

If you weren’t in love with Stevie Nicks before this 
documentary, you will be after you watch it.

Rating: A         
—Erin Peden

Online Editor

Megadeth on downward spiral 
Megadeth’s 14th studio album, 

“Super Collider,” released June 4, has 
gotten so much bad press I am finding 
it difficult to even approach this review 
with an open mind. It has been about 
two years since Megadeth released an 
album and their previous album also 
gave critics an easy target.

I want to say good things about this 
album, but my attempts are in vain. I’m 
just not impressed. Let this review be a warning to 
all die-hard fans who have high expectations for this 
album. If you’re expecting a “United Abominations” 
feel, you will be sorely disappointed. 

This is Megadeth’s first album released on Dave 
Mustaine’s personal label, Tradecraft, and I can only 
hope it will be the last. 

Now the title track “Super Collider” isn’t too ter-
ribly bad. It incorporates elements of throwback to 
the thrash metal feel. That alone got my hopes up for 
the rest of the album. That song, along with “King-
maker,” pitched a great introduction to a seemingly 
epic Megadeth album. If only the rest of the album 

stepped up to the plate for a home run 
instead of striking out.

I can honestly say I had to force 
myself to get all the way through it. It 
was almost unbearable. 

The momentum that carried them 
through 13 albums is gone. With this 
album I feel they hit a brick wall. 

The thing I find the most interesting 
and also most  depressing is that the 

final track on this album is a cover and the best song 
on the entire album. 

For those of you who might not have heard, Dave 
Mustaine has recently converted to Christianity and 
I feel like that shines through in his lyrics. 

Each song had an almost after school special feel 
to it. Very preachy and convoluted. 

This album as a whole, has its moments, but when 
I was able to get through it, it left me feeling unin-
spired. This album was a bona fide disappointment. 

Rating: D
—Lori Valentine

Staff Writer

TOP 20 
MOVIES

Weekend of June 14 through June 16
www.newyorktimes.com

Adm
it 

O
ne

1. Man of Steel
2. This is the End
3. Now You See Me
4. Fast & Furious
5. The Purge
6. The Internship
7. Epic
8. Star Trek Into Darkness
9. After Earth
10. Iron Man 3
11. The Hangover Part III
12. The Great Gatsby
13. Before Midnight
14. 42
15. The Croods
16. Mud
17. Frances Ha
18. Yeh Jawaani Hai 
Deewani
19. The East
20. The Bling Ring

FILM REVIEW | ‘In Your Dreams’ follows album of same name

MUSIC REVIEW | Fourteen albums in, metal band fails
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Single moms learn through Career Transitions   
LORI VALENTINE
Sports Writer
sportswriter@occc.edu 

The Career Transitions Program has 
helped many single moms get back on 
their feet in its 17 years at OCCC. 

The program is designed to help 
students learn the skills needed to 
find gainful employment, said Career 
Transitions Program Director Nora 
Pugh-Seemster.

 It serves 100 students who meet the 
federal poverty level and are seeking 
credentials, certificates, degrees and 
employment, she said. 

Pugh-Seemster said the department 
works with community organizations, 
businesses, college personnel, and staff 
to help OCCC students obtain skills, 
credentials, and internships to assist 
them in seeking and obtaining future 
employment.  

“The program helps students get a 
foot in the door for potential employ-
ment,” Pugh-Seemster said. 

“It also helps them utilize academic 
skills learned in the classroom and 
provides personal enrichment.”

Retention Coach Lisa Brown said the 
focus is always on success. 

“When the students come in as first-
time college students we try to make 

sure they know all about the resources 
that OCCC provides and remain in the 
background to support them so they 
can stay focused on their education,” 
Brown said.

Kelly Williams is a student currently 
in the program.

“This program has assisted me by 
being a positive advocate in my cor-
ner helping me follow my educational 
goals.” 

Student Erika Alvarado agrees.
“I’ve been here about a year now and 

this program has motivated and pushed 
me to keep going and not give up.” 

Pugh-Seemster said in order to be 
eligible for the program, students must: 

• Meet the income eligibility require-
ment. 

• Be determined eligible for Tem-
porary Assistance for Needy Families.

• Be referred to OCCC’s Career Tran-
sitions Program by the Department of 
Human Services. 

Career Transition students must meet 
these requirements along with the same 
enrollment and admissions require-
ments as any other student enrolled at 
OCCC, Pugh-Seemster said.

“ Our students are like any other at the 
college with the additional challenge of 
being a sole supporter of a minor child.”

Williams said the program is family 

friendly.
“This program will help you get to 

your goals without having to give up 
time with your children,” Williams said.

Alvarado said the program has al-
lowed her to lead by example.

“I wanted to go back to school to get 
a better job for my kids,” she said. “This 
also sets an example for my children to 
continue on the right track and stay in 
school.”

Pugh-Seemster said educational 
goals are set for each student with the 
training staff through an individualized 
education and employment plan.

“Students reconnect with college after 
a long absence or, in most cases, they 
are a first-generation college student 
who does not have any family member 
who has attended college.” 

The required classes will vary de-
pending on individual academic and 
career pathways, Pugh-Seemster said.

“We have an advisement coach, an 
employment coach and a retention 
coach to assist our students in navigat-
ing the academic and business world, 
and to address issues that arise on their 
path to completion,” she said. 

“They have to do more than tradition-
al college students to stay in compliance 
with federal regulations, but they have 
support to help them persist.” 

She said some of the students are  
seeking careers as nurses, paramed-
ics, pharmacy technicians, computer 
technicians, graphic designers, as well 
as a variety of certifications obtained 
through training areas at OCCC such 
as automotive technicians with Com-
pressed Natural Gas. 

Career Transitions students enroll 
in classes that are considered a work 
activity, Pugh-Seemster said. 

She said participating in an employ-
ment program is like having a job. 

Students even go through job readi-
ness training where they are required to 
wear a business professional wardrobe, 
she said. 

Students involved in the program also 
are required to work during times when 
most classes are out, Pugh-Seemster 
said.

They are in classes throughout fall and 
spring breaks although they do receive 
all federal holidays like most jobs. 

“Many students come to us with 
many challenges that keep them from 
maximizing support services provided,” 
she said. 

“Others just need a second chance. 
“Our goal is to eradicate poverty 

through programs like ours. Poverty 
affects everyone. 

“Education is the great equalizer.”

Transfer students need to get ducks in a row
KATIE HORTON
Community Writer
communitywriter@occc.edu

Many students who attend OCCC are looking to 
transfer after a certain point in their college career 
said Transfer and Academic Advising Coordinator  
Linda Little. 

Little said the process of transferring to a four-year 
university is  fairly easy.

“[Transferring] is not nearly as complicated as 
students tend to think it is,” she said. “Students must 
be admitted into the school they chose to go to and 
meet that school’s requirements.” 

Little said students must provide an official tran-
script to their college of choice.

Most importantly, she said, students should apply 
early. Little said students should start the transfer 
process at least six months before they plan to transfer. 

“The biggest mistake … students make is (they) 
don’t apply early enough,” she said. “

At OCCC, you can enroll until after classes begin. 
“Students don’t realize that at most four-year uni-

versities you have to start that process much earlier,” 
Little said. 

Students also may not realize that deadlines for 

applications and scholarships are a lot earlier than  
at OCCC, she said. 

“If you don’t apply by [the deadline], you won’t 
even be considered.” 

Little said requirements for transfer students vary 
from school to school. So does the GPA.

“You have to have 24 or more credit hours in order 
for them to not go back to wanting high school ACTS 
and high school transcripts,” she said. 

 “If [students] know that they’re going to transfer, 
and they know where they’re going to transfer, they 
need to come in and work with one of the advisers 
at OCCC,” she said. 

 This is to be sure the student is on track and be 
sure that the classes they’re taking do transfer to the 
school of their choice, she said.

Little also suggests students visit with an adviser 
at the school of their choice prior to being admitted 
if possible.

“You definitely need to go visit the schools [you 
want to attend],” she said. “I think it’s great to go visit 
two or three schools, explore your options.”

Shelby Wallis recently transferred to The University 
of Central Oklahoma to pursue a license as a funeral 
director. UCO is the only school in the metro area 
that offers the program she was interested in.

“The staff [at UCO] was so helpful in my transfer 
process and guided me in the right direction,” she 
said.“I met with an academic adviser at UCO who 
walked me through the steps and made my transfer 
from OCCC to UCO as smooth as possible.

“The most confusing part about my transfer was 
seeing which credits would transfer and which ones 
wouldn’t.” 

Wallis said the benefits of transferring were new 
faces, a bigger campus and a larger variety of classes 
to chose from. 

“I feel like I made the right decision by transferring 
to UCO,” Wallis said. 

“I am on the path to a better me.”
Little said students can contact her office in Aca-

demic Advising, located on the first floor of the Main 
Building, for more information or call 405-682-7535. 

If you don’t apply by [the 
deadline], you won’t even be 

considered.”
—Linda LittLe

transfer and academic advising 
coordinator

“
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Vice President’s honor roll recipients named
Students are eligible to be on the Vice 

President’s Honor Roll by achieving a GPA of 
3.5 while carrying at least 12 hours. Part-time 
students are eligible if they have maintained 
a 3.5 GPA for two consecutive semesters. 

Kim Abel, Rukeya Abulaiti, Autumn Acker-
man, Maddison Aday, Kabita Adhikari, Edward 
Aguirre, Ruby Akuffo, Yvonne Alex, Shalya Allen, 
Aaron Allen, Maeen Alqohaif, Cole Anglin, Jam-
mie Appleton, Amber Applewhite, Blake Appling, 
Christopher Arbour, Cindy Armenta, Sandy Arnold, 
Benita Arrow, Dana Ashcraft, Alexandra Ayres. 

Zachary Ayres, Isaac Badayos, Ian Baggett, 
Sharon Bailey, Daniel Baird, Brent Baird, An-
drew Baker, Colin Baker, Kamra Ball, Shannon 
Balogoun-Ali, Megan Barnett, Adam Barton, Tracy 
Bass, Jeffrey Bayless, Robert Beauchamp, Randall 
Beavers, La Dawn Beckman, Brittany Behymer, 
Naomi Beisch, Amanda Belcher, Nupa Betty. 

Christopher Beumer, Ranna Bigdely, Hayley 
Bishop, Corey Black, Hannah Blanden, Greyson 
Blum, Samuel Bond, Sara Boyce, Rachel Boyd, 
Ronda Brannum, Lilly Braun, Shon Bridwell, 
Darlene Briscoe, Lauren Briscoe, Amy Brooks, 
Jared Bross, Kristopher Brown, Michael Brown, 
Jory Brownd, Kouakou Bruce, Mark Brummitt, 
Robert Bruning, Zachary Buckner. 

Lilian Bueno, Y Bui, Seth Burchett, Christo-
pher Burdine, Dee Burleson, Brittany Burnside, 
Remington Butler, Timothy Butler, Casey Butner, 
Rio Byerly, Meagan Caldwell, Shump Calloway, 
Kimberly Campbell, Adrian Campos, Kimberly 
Cannady, Amador Cardoza, Melissa Cargal, Eric 
Carnell, Kristin Carpenter, Cassidy Carr. 

Victor Carreon, Toni Caruso, Declan Catelli, 
Matthew Cater, Marissa Charness, Dedita Chavez, 
Lorena Chavez, Erin Chibitty, Dwayne Chin, Guy 
Chism, David Chissoe, Mahbuba Chowdhury, Cara 
Chunn, John Clark, Raeven Clark, Corine Clark, 
Kosha Clayton, Kara Cochran, Belinda Colby, Ariel 
Coleman, Jason Conner, Hunter Conover. 

Ryan Conyac, Pamela Cook, Curtis Cooksey, 
Megan Cooley, Christopher Coon, Ciera Cooper, 
Candy Corbin, Kyle Corter, Ian Costello, Riley 
Cotter, David Cowan, Stefanie Cox, Edvin Coyoy 
Lopez, Davon Crane, Todd Crews, Kirsten Crook, 
Jessica Cross, Kamber Crowe, Braden Crumly, 
Carlos Cuevas, Rebecca Culpepper, Paul Curtis.

Thu Dang, Tyler Daniel, Thu Dao, Tu Dao, 
Naomi Daugherty, Melissa Davidson, Christina 
Davis, Christopher Davis, Ada Davis, Carissa 
Davis, Alissa Dawson, Kasey De la Cruz, Crystal 
DeLaRosa, Tiffany Debrosse, Carolina Delao, 
Martha Delay, Itzelly Delgado, Jessica Denman, 
Emily Dennis, Hannah Denny, Gavin Depanion, 
Jullyia Devasiachan, Ahren Diers. 

Shannon Dilks, Kaitlyn Dillard, Sophia Do, 
Matthew Dobben, Pamela Dobbs, Katherine Dodd, 
Harriet Domino, Jason Dommer, Myeasha Dorman, 
Joshua Douchinsky, Ashley Downing, Carrie Drake, 
Jeremy Droscher, Max Duncan, Allen Durbin, Gary 
Durham, Thomas Durrett, Shelby Duvall, Christian 
Edwards, Jennifer Eggering, Amina Elbaz. 

Jason Elkin, Andrew Emerson, Cayla Engel, John 
English, Aubrey Ennis, Jamie Erickson, Jacquelyn 
Ermeling, Susan Erne, Christian Espinoza, Priscilla 
Esquivias, Kristen Etherton, Lee Fardadfard, Mat-
thew Fay, Michael Fife, Stephanie Finnell, Han-
nah Fischer, Jason Fisher, Travis Fletcher, Skyler 
Flewellen, Leah Flores, Steven Flores, Jacob Flores. 

Teresa Flores, Tiffany Foos, Alyssa Fore, Bailey 
Fox, Sarah Frashier, Casey Freeman, Amanda 
French, Amy Frizzell-Haines, Anna Frost, Carly 

Fugate, Jenifer Fulton, Jessica Gaddis, Connor 
Gallmore, Michacia Galloway, Cynthia Garcia, 
Ryan Garner, Justin Garrett, Erica Gattis, Bridgette 
Gaylord, Jennifer Ghigliotti, Kailee Gibbs, Lanora 
Gist, Michael Gladson. 

Shannon Gogel, Demitri Golden, Alicia Gon-
zalez, Janette Gonzalez, Austin Gossmeyer, David 
Gower, Rafael Gracia, Brandon Gradl, Harley 
Graham, Rachael Graham, Scott Graves, Landyn 
Gregg, Carrie Griggs, Sadie Grindinger, Scott 
Griner, Christina Groh, Jonathan Gruszka, Angela 
Gutierrez, Emmanuel Gyebi, Brandon Hager, Fikirte 
Hagos, Andra Hale. 

Paula Hale, Alesha Hall, Cheyanne Hall, 
Elizabeth Hall, Christy Hall, Jamila Hamidi, Ra-
chel Hamidi, Matthew Hamilton, Justin Hampton,  
Thomas Hanna, Miranda Hannon, Bryant Hanson, 
Bryan Harding, Eric Harmon, Dillon Harper, Katie 
Harrell, Alexandra Harris, Toni Hartman,  Debbie 
Hartsell, MyRanda Haskell. 

Cassie Hastings, Kent Hathaway, Larheba Hay-
wood, Heather Haywood, Kayla Heath, Linden 
Hendricks, Amy Hendrix, Alexis Hendrix, Heather 
Henley, Bonnie Herman, Jennifer Hernandez,Karen 
Hernandez, Kevin Hernandez, Stephen Herrell, 
Rachel Herrera, Brenton Higgins, Elsa Higuchi, 
Rikki Hileman, Bobbie Hill, Shanice Hills, Kenda 
Hixson, An Hoang. 

Quy Hoang, Amanda Hodges, Erik Hoepfner, 
Laryn Holland, Kruse Holliday, Ryan Holling-
sworth, Joshua Holt, Larry Hosek, Aimee Hostetter, 
Baihui Hou, Jessica Hough, Jason Howell, Richard 
Huckaby, Sarah Huddleston, Michael Hudson, Wil-
liam Hudson, Jessie Hughey, Laura Huls, Ammar 
Hunaish, Zachary Hurst, Vu Huynh, Thuong Huynh. 

Lynette Irwin, Jennifer Jackson, Andrew Jackson, 
Vanessa Jackson, Venus Jacobs, Keith Jacobs, Khur-
shid Jahan, Christopher James, Stephanie Jangha, 
Nicol Jellison, Carol Jenkins, Tiffany Jenkins, 
Lizanne Jennings, Jesse Jernigan, Hunter Jesse, Mat-
thew Johnson, Catherine Johnson, Amy Johnson. 

Ryan Johnston, Archana Jonchhen, Mary Jones, 
Morgan Jones, Ivan Jones, Caleb Jones, Madison 
Jones, Taylor Jones, Kayla Jones, Caitlyn Jones, 
Hafeez Kadiku, Keith Kalinich, Charlton Kamal, 
Esther Kamau, Eunmi Kaser, Stephen Keel, Jason 
Kelly, Kira Kendrick, Logan Kennedy, Nazalin 
Keshwani, Jacob Key, Tin Kieu, Cheryl King, 
Danetra King, Koffi Kodoe. 

Courtney Koepp, Yolande Kombou, Alicia 
Komppa, Leighann Koshiway, Elizabeth Kruse-
mark, Yunwei Kuo, Suzanne LaMay-Melton, Kristy 
Laffoon, Evan Lambeth, Grace Lamer, Rakshya 
Lamichhane,  Steven Lang, Christopher Lansdale, 
Mallori Larry, Hannah Lashbrook, Tia Lasiter, Kelly 
Laurel, Wesley Leard, Averie Lechler, Cody Lee. 

Daniel Lee, Jenny Lee, Alexis Lehnen, Carlos 
Leija, Megan Leite, Dylan Lepak, Parker Lepley, 
Kristina Light, Lizzie Lightning, Emilee Littlejohn, 
Yang Liu, Kaylee Lockett, Shaun Loeffler, Jordan 
Logsdon, Sunny Loneman, Bianca 
Lopez, Daniel Lopez, An Luong, Lori 
Lusk, Aaron Lyles, Krista Lynn, Megan 
Mabry, Kristen MacGorman, Jonathan 
MacNeill, Everett Mack. 

Chrystal Madden, Hayden Magar, 
John Magelssen, Melissa Maisano, 
Elizabeth Majors, Alondra Maldonado, 
George Mallett, Rebekah Mani, Jon 
Manning, Shanasha Marlow, Sarah Mar-
ris, Naomi Martin, Sarah Martin, George 
Mas, Sarah Mastin, Varughese Mathai, 
Brittany McBride, Brooke McCain, 
Virginia McCarty, Andrew McChesney. 

Derek McCorkle, Kevin McCoy,  Nathan Mc-
Cullough, Chelsie McCumber, Jaime McElyea, 
Annette McGahee, Christina McGinley, Jennifer 
McGleish, Aaron McGuire, Jeremy McKinley, 
Angella McLaughlin, Jana McLemore, Leah 
McLennon, Edward McMichael, Tamara McMil-
len, Tanny McNamara, Alyce McPhaul, Madeline 
Medellin, Chris Melton, Renee Melton. 

Michael Melton, Lauren Merhout, MaeLee Mer-
ritt, Tiffany Metzger, Katherine Meyers, Audrey 
Middleton, Vernon Miller, Shelby Miller, Kathlyn 
Milner, Tiffany Milspaugh, Matthew Mincher, 
Andreea Mirza, Paul Mitchell, Zachary Moore, 
Garritt Moore, Christian Morales, Kristie Morris, 
Lori Morrison, Britney Morrow, Faith Mouse. 

Collin Mullen, Alicia Murphy, Aagje Murphy, 
Mark Nakmali, Andrew Nantze, Jesse Nauman, 
Emily Nelson, Collin Nelson, Gerald Nelson, Eva 
Neufeld, Kaylen Newbury, Mary Newcome-Hatch, 
Laura Newton, Dinnyui Ngoran, Tri Nguyen, Thanh 
Nguyen, Oanh Nguyen, Kim Ngan Nguyen, Trung 
Nguyen, Linda Nguyen, Hy Nguyen. 

Hien Nguyen, Tony Nguyen, Kathy Nguyen, 
Trang Nguyen, Nhien Nguyen, Lynsay Nichols, 
Maxwell Nicholson, Philip Nicholson, Nancy 
Nicolas, Kathy Nix, Mufuh Njoh, Lacy Noble, 
Zachary Northam, Brandy Northington, Amber 
O’Dell, Makayla O’Brien, Elida Ochoa, Juan Oren-
dain, Perry Orndorff, Brandon Orr, Justina Osborn, 
Celestine Osollo, Megan Ott, Davis Owens, Ashley 
Owens, Valerie Owens. 

Laura Padilla, Jennifer Pando, Chenisindra 
Pando, Lauren Parker, Sebastian Parker, Benaysia 
Parker, Brittney Parks, Priyank Patel, Nolan Payne, 
Micah Payne, Kevin Payne, James Pearson, Bethany 
Pelton, Carol Pemosso, Veronica Peoples, David 
Perez, Aileen Perez, Samuel Perez, Stephanie 
Pettijohn, Michael Pham, Thu Pham, Kim Pham, 
Joshua Phillips, Earl Phillips, Andre Phillips,  Joel 
Pickard, Denae Pickard, Brandon Pickard, Zach 
Pickle, Remy Pierce. 

Austin Pipher, Monica Piros, Bradley Podany, 
Jena Polish, Anne Powell, Daniel Prather, Jennifer 
Prescott, Patricia Presley, Jerika Price, Alexa Prince, 
Chelsea Pruitt, Kami Pruitt, Amber Purselley, 
Melvin Purselley, Serifat Raimi, Maria Ramirez, 
Diamond Ramirez, Ana Ramirez, Maryam Rang-
bast, Dustyn Rappe, Kimberly Ray, Traci Reed. 

Wendy Reed, Monica Regouby, Matthew Rein-
hardt, Amy Remington, Jacob Reynolds, Tiffany 
Reynolds, Brianna Rhodes, Adam Rhoten, Tyrone 
Richard, Elizabeth Richardson, Mitchell Rich-
ardson, Cody Richardson, Kaitlyn Rider, Windi 
Riggs, Mariah Rivera, Jessica Robertson, Caleb 
Robertson, Holly Robinett, Mariela Robinson, 
Benjamin Rodriguez. 

Luis Rodriguez, Jose Rodriquez Valadez, Isaac 
Rogers, Eduardo Rojas, Joel Rollerson, Clair 
Rollins, Ana Romero, Stephanie Romero, Garrett 
Romines, Ashley Ross, Gabriel Rucci, Bobbie 

Rudkin, Kylie Russell, Jacalyn Russell, Korie Rus-
sell, Brandon-E’lon Russell, Ginny Sala, Marcos 
Saldana Rojo, Layan Salous.

Amanda Sanders, Liana Schoonover, Scott 
Schrimpf, Joe Scoggins, Barrett Scoggins, Guada-
lupe Scroggie, Luke Selby, Danielle Self, Eunsook 
Seo, Melody Serrano, Jordan Sewell, Brooke Shack-
leford, Logan Shatswell, Brandon Shaw, Crystal 
Sheehy, Yosuke Shingu, Jill Shipman, Michelle 
Shockley, Andrew Shore, Caleb Shultz. 

Andrea Simmons, Stevie Simpson, James Simp-
son, Conner Simpson, Seth Sipe, Joshua Sisson, 
Cameron Skermetta, Stephen Skinner, Thomas 
Sloan, Logan Smith, Spencer Smith, Erin Smith, 
Pamela Smith, Megan Smith, Damien Smith, Lakely 
Smith, Monica Smothers, Sarah Smyer, Amine 
Sniter, Joshua Sokolnicki. 

Mariah Soliz, Joel Soria, Terra Spaulding, 
Crystal Springsteen, Lauren Stephenson, Terry 
Stover, Michael Stutzman, Colton Sumpter, Steven 
Suson, Marquiss Swanson, Sarah Swanson, Rebecca 
Swihart, Emily Tackett, Mario Talamantes, Holli 
Taylor, Stephen Taylor, Courtney Terry, Scott Terry. 

Emilee Thagard, Britton Thagard, Candice 
Thomas, Cayla Thomas, Lance Thomas, Jennifer 
Thompson, Conner Thompson, Peky Thongkham, 
Toni Throckmorton, Amanda Thurmond, Jimmy 
Tiddark, Trystan Tiffany, Marisol Torres, Michael 
Torres, Tyler Trail, Cassandra Tramel, Tung Tran, 
Angie Tran, Jason Tran, Vu Thuy Hoan Tran, Kim 
Trine, Sheryl Truelove, Lauren Tubbs. 

Thessalonica Turnbull, Obinna Umeh, Lori 
Valentine, Miraya Vallejo, Courtney Van Etten, 
Zachary Van Gorder, Jessie Vanderpuije, Aaron 
Vardasebi, Jerry Varughese, Tanner Veal, Pedro 
Velasco, Kimberly Velleca, Starla Viezcas, Alice 
Vile, Karla Villalobos, Becky Vincent, Binh Vo, 
Ryan Voss, Nicole Waddle, Raven Wahkinney, 
Bailey Walker. 

Brittni Walker, Shonda Walkup, Ronald Wal-
leck, Sarah Walser, I-Shih Wang, Maria Warman, 
Trent Wauters, Kara Weaver, Emmett Webb, Colin 
Webb, Keenan Webber, Kaydee Weese, Michael 
Weidemann, Darrin Wells, Brandon West, Charles 
West, Michele Wharton, Elizabeth Wheat, Wil-
liam Whinery, Tawanna Whinery, Brian Whinery, 
Eric White. 

Gary White, Jahmila Wieczorek-Pemberton, 
Desiree Wilhelm, Robert Wilkerson, John Wilkins-
Kirk, Alyssa Williams, Tara Williams, Marty Wil-
liams, Robbi Williams, Rayli Williams, Daniel 
Willmon, Darla Willoughby, Trevor Willoughby, 
Paul Wilshire, Anthony Wilson, Lesa Wilson, Me-
lissa Wilson, Zane Winters, Jaret Wisooker, Krista 
Witcher, Jessica Wolf, Ashley Wood.

Chara Word, James Worden, Amber Wright, Van-
essa Wright, April Wright, Stephanie Wright, Ashley 
Wyatt, Amanda Yocham, Noria Yanz, Christina 
Yeager, Sydney Yocum, Matthew Young, Winifred 
Zajac-McConaghy, Jie Zhou, Bendee Zuck. 

“I would like to give my heartiest 
congratulations to those students on the Vice 

President’s Honor Roll. This honor is a testament 
to your commitment and hard work. As you 

progress in your academic careers, we expect great 
things from you, and I know you will not let us 

down.”
—feLix aquino

vice President for academic affairs

“
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Students make President’s honor roll
Students are eligible to be on the President’s 

Honor Roll by achieving a GPA of 4.0 while 
carrying at least 12 hours. Part-time students 
are eligible if they have maintained a 4.0 GPA 
for two consecutive semesters.

Timothy Adair,  Taylor Adair, Cody Adams, 
Tyler Adams, Nicholas Adams, Behnaz Adeli-
fard, Megan Adkins, Patricia Ahadizadeh, 
Katherine Ahyou, Roman Alcantara, Taylor 
Aldridge, Scott Allen, Brandon Anders, Paul 
Anderson, Crystal Andrews, Glenda Arm-
strong, Doyel Armstrong, Amanda Arnold, 
Dorothy Aryeequaye, Jessica Ashworth, 
Jensen Atkinson, Maricela Avila. 

Andrea Avila Cardenas, Dennis Ayitiah, 
Courtney Baker, Khrysten Baker, Lindsey 
Baldwin, Andrea Baldwin, Caleb Ball, Car-
los Barboza, Brooke Barger, Blake Barnett, 
Dustin Barrett, Scott Batary, Katie Bebout, 
Dawn Beck, Shannon Beckman, Nour El Ya-
kine Bel Bekri, Shannon Bell, Kayla Bennett, 
Elisabeth Berry, Jack Beyer, Raymond Biery, 
Dustin Bishop.

Timothy Blackford, Joshua Blaine, Da-
vid Blott, Corinne Bollschweiler, Lauren 
Bolt, Kody Boone, Mathew Borum, Marc 
Boulanger, Lisa Boyd, Angela Brand, Kacy 
Breashears, Rebekah Breeden, Jacqueline 
Briggs, Heather Briggs, Thomas Briscoe, Tan-
ner Brogden, April Brooks Dominique Brooks, 
Charles Brown, Shanci Brown, Kaylie Brown, 
Ryan Brumbaugh, Afefa Bruner. 

Jason Buck, Alise Bundage, Ashley Burchett, 
Corbin Burgess, Kevin Burks, Morgan Bur-
leson, Michael Burnette, Mathew Caldwell, 
Skylar Calhoun, Aurora Canizales, Tiffany 
Cao, Kim Cao, Karen Carlile, Brian Car-
rigan, Jayson Carter, Allison Casillo, Megan 
Castle, Shawn Ceyler, Robert Chandler, Miles 
Chaney, Ko-Yu Chang, Taylor Channel. 

Daniel Chau, Isra Cheema, Katie Chestnut, 
Korey Childers, Franklin Christy, Vivian Chu, 
Amanda Clark, Haley Clary, Iesha Colbert, 
James Colby, James Cole, Zachary Collins, 
Mitchell Conant, Caitlin Connell, Zackery 
Cooksey, Colton Cooper, Sarah Corbell, 
AnnaLisa Craft, Anthony Cribb, Vincent 
Crisostomo, Tippi Curry, Alexander Curtiss.

Aaryn Dalton, Lahcen Darouich, Janice 
Darrow, Jesse Davenport, Ryan Davis, Stephen 
Dawson, Whitney DeAngelis, Kristy DeRoin, 
Megan Dean, Jesse Dean, Juan Delgado, 
Amanda Dely, Vincenzo Demarinis, Ricky 
Dennis, Rita Deriks, Rocklyn Dezelle, Mat-
thew Diaz, Phuong Dinh, Maria Do, Kayla 
Dominguez, Hoang Dong, Suifen Dong. 

Clinton Donnelly, Dannielle Dosher, Mi-
chael Douglas, Christina Douthit, Stephen 
Drews, Alyse Driskill, Madison Duckwall, 
Stacy Duffee, Courtney Duke, Shane Dusold, 
Brice Eaton, Erikka Eaton, Jason Edds, Erica 
Edwards, Andrew Edwards, Farnaz Eghani, 
Nadia Ekbal, Leah Ekman, Amr Elghondakly, 
Malika Elhammouti, Lauren Ellis. 

Katherine Engel, Paul Enright, Jacob Estra-
da, Thomas Fairall, Nicole Farrel, Sean Farrell, 
Dantz Farrow, Kurtis Felker, Emily Felland, 
Christi Ferguson, Robert Ferguson, Justin 
Fiddler, Stephen Fields, Caitlynn Fincher, 
Joshua Flattem, Tommy Flynn, Bradley Foley, 
Jacob Foote, Larry Forsythe, Ian Foster, Ashlyn 
Foster, Crystal Fowler. 

Teresa Fowler, Abby France, Sara Franco, 

Jason Franks, Lindsay Fritts, Daniel Fuen-
tes, Danielle Gaddis, Arthur Gaines, Sajana 
Gajurel, Brian Gallagher, Nicholas Garcia, 
Kambria Garcia, Daniel Garcia, Lynn Garst, 
Susana Gavia, Roemetta Gellhaus, Katrina 
Gellhaus, Veronica George, Victor George, 
Blain Gerhart, Katharine Glauner, Olivia 
Glenn-Allen, Leslie Goble Caitlin Goddard.

Catherine Gomez, John Gorman, Robert 
Graham, Dave Grant, Jacob Greene, Jayson 
Gregg, Michael Griffin, Casey Griffin, Randell 
Griggs, Jewellyn Grout, Shauna Grumblatt, 
Silvia Guzman, Amanda Hacker, Robert Hag-
gard, Mariah Hale, Jan Haley, Rami Hanoon, 
Kelly Harder, Sashanna Hardesty, Karl Hardy, 
John Harold, Ramon Harper-Alonso.

Amelia Harrison, Ella Harry, Brandon 
Hart, Tabitha Hasley, Michael Hassell, Justin 
Hawkins, Tammie Haworth, Michael Hayes, 
Lanell Hayes, Meagan Hayes, Zoe Hayes, Laura 
Haynes, Ronisha Haywood, Lukas Hecox, 
Vennetta Hefner, Hayden Hefner, Yiliya Helili, 
Emily Helms, Julie Helton, Lisa Henderson, 
Aubrey Hendrix, Kelsi Henriques, Darrell 
Henson, Chancey Herbolsheimer.

Zachary Herring, Amy Herrington, Ava 
Hidalgo, Shanetra High, Jamie Hladik, Vy Ho, 
Uyen Hoang, Valorie Hodges, Crystal Hoff-
man, Jaden Holt, Corey Hornbeak,Victoria 
Horner, Grant Horoho, Ashley Hosek, Michael 
Howell, Kendra Howle, Adam Hubert, Holly 
Hudson, Jennifer Huff, Lukes Huffman, Joseph 
Hughes, Melissa Hunt, Amanda Hunt Christy 
Hurt, Cardin Hutchins. 

Brittney Hutchins,  Jessica Hutchinson, 
Michaelene Irvin, Alicia Isbell, Judy Isbell, 
Saranah Isenberg, Taslima Islam, Valencia 
Islas, Bryan Jackson, Jeremy Jacob, Alecia 
Jacobs, Tyler James, Julius James, Howard 
Jamison, Hilary Janaway, Jenny Jansing, Sarah 
Jay, Elizabeth Jeanes, Natalie Jennings, Lon-
nie Jimboy, Rachel Johnson, Carol Johnson, 
Robert Johnson.

Nicholas Johnson-Fuller, Christa Johnston, 
Stephen Jones, Nina Jones, Roderic Jones, Tara 
Jones, Merkel Joseph, Christian Jump, Min 
Jung, Moses Kamuiru Cody Keener, Joseph 
Keffer, Michael Keller, Joseph Kelly, Joelle 
Kenney, Kristin Kenney, Laura Ketchum, Zaid 
Khartit, Denise Killmer, Kangshin Kim, Philip 
Kim, Kristin Kirby.

Niza Knapp, Olivia Kraft, April, Kuhlman, 
Cheri Lambert, Taira Lamphere, Sarah Land-
on, Kenneth Lane, Jennifer Lanier, Cameron 
Larson, Jason Lauderdale, Jennifer Le, Donna 
Leachman, Olivia Leachman, Richard Leckie, 
Joseph Lee, Jessie Lee, Cynthia Leonard, Randy 
Liberty, Brendan Lindgren, Lindsay Linville, 
Michael Little, Courtney Lockwood, Adam 
Loffland, Sarah Long. 

Jennifer Longstreet, Evelin Lopez, Petrina 
Lorenz, Tamara Losson, Earl Love, Jennifer 
Loyd, Kayla Lunsford, Cayla Lynes Ballard, 
Heather Makes Cry, Lyric Mallow, Kassidy 
Malone, Carley Manning, Bradley 
Maples, Jennifer Maracara, Amanda 
Martinez, Franklin Martinez, Alondra 
Martinez, Joel Mascote, Kathy Mason, 
Brandon Mason, Morgan Massey.

Mary Mathes,  Lesa Matthews, 
Taylor Maxwell ,Emily Mayes, Kyle 
McAllister, Jennifer McCain, Lisa 
McCathern, Jana McClarney, Kayla 
McCleery, Sarah McCoin, Allison Mc-

Connell, Tonya McCracken, Tina McDaniel, 
Kris McKay, Jessica McKeown, Phyllis McK-
ibben, Richard McKinstry, Alyssa McKnight, 
Russell McLaughlin, Robyn McNeil.

Christopher Meeks, Joseph Merrill, Sidra 
Mesiya, Maryam Mian, Daniel Michael, 
John Michuki, Sharayah Miller, Caty Miller, 
Michael Miller, Casey Miller, Aaron Minnis, 
Cameron Mitchell, Gerald Mitchell, Laurie 
Moglia-Lahood, Patrick Money, Scott Moore, 
Nicholas Moore, Brandon Moore, Jessica 
Morales, Maria Moreno, Jason Morgan, Heon 
Morgan. 

Jennifer Moss, Jennifer Mosteller, Caleb 
Mullens, Ana Murphy, Samira Naji, James 
Nantze, Jeremy Nation, Anulika Ndive, Leila 
Ndomche Kondo, Emily Nelson, Richard 
Nelson, Kathy Newland, Loan Ngo, Bao Ngo, 
Thien Nguyen, Twan Nguyen, Hiep Nguyen, 
Mai Nguyen, Dieu-Thy Nguyen, Anh Thu 
Nguyen, Anh Nguyen, Son Nguyen, Yen 
Nguyen.

Brain Niba, Amber Niebur, Jules Stephane 
Nkolo Balla, David Noel, Cathryn Norton, 
Mirimma Nwosu, Hannah Odum, Shelley 
Ogle, Chelsey Oliver, Matilde Olivera, Erna 
Omanovic, Adan Ortiz, Alyssa Orton, Dale 
Osborn, Laura Otalora, Jessica Owens, Tyler 
Page, Candi Page, Sungmin Park, Jeongin 
Park, Tina Parkes, Brandon Parrish, Jessica 
Paterson. 

Kandy Patterson, Ricky Paxton, Erin 
Peden, Breanna Pelton, Bradley Pemberton, 
Lauren Penner, Jennifer Pennington, Cande-
lario Perez, Melissa Perkins, Samantha Perry, 
Bethany Peyton, Tuan Pham, Kieu Nga Pham, 
Phillip Pham, Viet Pham, Minh Phi, Marquita 
Phillips, Brandie Phillips, Breanna Phillips, 
Landon Pickard.

Carletta Pierce, Jeffrey Platt, Jonathan Pope, 
Shanita Porchia, Nathan Post, Michelle Poteet, 
Jesse Prather, Jason Pruitt, Jocelyn Puckett, 
Ivone Pulido, Derek Pyle, Yen Quach, Patricia 
Quici, Imane Rachid, Armon Radfar, Moham-
med Rakha, Elisha Raley, Elizabeth Ramer, 
Wendy Ramirez, Logan Rankin, Courtney 
Ray, Alex Recher, Emily Redman. 

Elizabeth Reed, Matthew Reeves, Tania 
Rembert, Stephanie Renaud, Tiffani Rich-
ardson, Natasha Riggs, Amanda Riley Amber 
Rinestine, Nicole Risi, Marion Ritchey, David 
Ritchey, Lisa Roberts, Patricia Roberts, Bran-
don Roberts, Terrence Robertson, Destiny 
Robertson, Kara Robison, Niccole Roden-
berger, Luis Rodriguez, Jeffrey Rollerson, 
Spenser Rosati, Shawna Rosenfelt, Justin Ross. 

Brandon Roughley, Courtney Rouse, 
Laboni Rozario, Julia Rusert, Alexander 
Rybicki, Josh Sadler, Vanessa Salas, Zach-
ary Sale, Daniel Sanchez, Railyn Sanderson, 
Daniel Sanderson,  Jeffery Sanderson, Uzma 
Sandhu, Eduardo Santoyo, Ashley Savage, 
Ryan Scaramella, Richard Schoonover, Jona-
than Schumm, Rachel Schutte, Jerry Scott. 

Rachel Seaman, Matthew Seifried, Jason 
Sell, Ricardo Serrato Chipres, Fatoumata 
Seyni, Jennifer Shaffer, Lisa Shaw, Kellin 
Sheets, Annissa Shell, Daniel Shelton, Richard 
Sholar, Tiffane Shorter, Jennifer Shortey, Brian 
Shultzabarger, Sarja Silva, Jesse Sims, Maiko 
Singleton, Virginia Singleton, Kimberly Sivils, 
Daniel Skaggs, Frederick Smeltzer, Kelli Smid. 

Megan Smith, Beverly Smith, Thomas 
Smith, Pamula Smith Desiree Smith, Joshua 
Smith, Steven Snyder, Rochelle Sollars, Johan 
Soltani, Jeffrey Songer, Vanessa Sosa, Karina 
Sosa, Stephanie Southard, Troy Southard, 
Chelsea Spear, Nikki St. Laurent, Shelby 
Stapleton, Nolan Steinhart, Amanda Stevens, 
Brian Stevenson, Elizabeth Stewart, Michael 
Stewart, Clifford Stewart, Alyssa Stewart.

Cassandra Stillwell, Jason Stinnett, Mat-
thew Stokes, Brian Stolfa, Delores Stoops, 
Nicole Stratton, Travis Strum Jordan Sudhoff, 
Madison Suttle, Collin Swander, Christian 
Swartz, Leah Sweet, Dustin Sykes, Rachel 
Taber, Joseph Taffe, Chiew Ping Tan, Cory 
Tanner, Alisa Tarasova, Patrick Tchakounte 
Njomgang, Melissa Teague, Arlissa Thiedt, 
Bria Thompson.

Cody Thornton, Kathleen Thrash, Christo-
pher Tinsley, Amber Tobin, Preston Tollers, 
Jacob Touchstone, Kelly Toumbs, Nam Tran, 
Quynh Tran, Thuy Linh Tran, Daniel Trejo, 
Rocio Trejo, Ashley Trent, Jaime Trevino, 
Quyen Truong, Seth Turbyfill, Josh Turnbull, 
Melinda Turner, Hartley Tyler, Taishia Tyler, 
Leticia Valdez, Daniel Valdez.

Christopher Valencia, Deanna Vaughn, 
Benjamin Vergis, Abigail Verschage, Hung Vo, 
Thanh Vo, Richard Vollmeier, Phung Vu, Cong 
Vu, Monica Vuong, Dakota Waggoner, Shea 
Walker, Taylor Wall, Li-Hui Wang, Lu Wang, 
Ashley Wangerin, LilieAnn Ward, Timothy 
Warren, NaTara Warrior, Tyler Watkins, 
Vanessa Watkins, Mary Katherine Weeter.

Marissa Weidner, Deborah Weiss, Jane 
Weiss, Trever Welch, Danielle Wendel, Justin 
Werner, Kearsten Westmoreland, Rodney 
White, Jacob White, Tyler White, Nicole Whit-
ley, Jeffrey Whittington, Matthew Wickham, 
Regan Wickwire, Jesse Wilhelm, Shannon 
Williams, Nick Williams, Karen Williams, 
Chelsea Williams, Deanna Williams, Brittney 
Williams. 

Jacob Wilmoth, Rebecca Wilson, Bobbie 
Wilson, Brandon Wilson, Veronica Wisniews-
ki, Joshua Woodard, Samantha Woodring, 
Sarah Woodruff, Megan Woody, Joshua Woo-
ten, Jeremy Wren, Alexander Wright, Michelle 
Wright, Tonya Wright, Wayne Wright, Sydney 
Wynn, Hooman Yari, Jessie Yepdjuo, Samuel 
York, Courtney Young, Michael Young, Angela 
Younkins, Phuong Hue Zarco, Armin Zarke-
shan, Hassan 
Zouga, Sheh-
roze Zubair. 

I commend the outstanding achievement 
of those listed on the President’s Honor Roll.  

Well done. These talented students deserve this 
recognition.”
—PauL sechrist

occc President

“
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SPORTS UPCOMING
INTRAMURALS

EVENTS

All event news is due Monday 
by 5 p.m. for inclusion in the 
next issue. Email your news to 
sportswriter@occc.edu.

LORI VALENTINE
Sports Writer
Sportswriter@occc.edu

 
OCCC’s Olympic-sized swim-

ming and diving complex will host 
swim lessons for various age groups 
throughout the summer, according to 
the Recreation and Fitness’s summer 
2013 catalog.  

There are eight class levels for in-
dividual age groups — Parent/Tot, 
Preschool, School Age Beginner, In-
termediate, Advanced, and Adult les-
sons.

 Parent/Tot classes are intended to 
teach parents how to help children, 
age 18 months to 3 years, become 
more comfortable in water. The les-
sons cover support techniques, proper 
submersion, how to determine readi-
ness in a child, and basic water safety.

The Preschool class is intended to 

teach children age 3 to 5 basic tech-
niques such as water adjustment, 
breath control, floating, and front and 
back crawling.

Ages 6 to 13 are able to participate 
in the School Age Beginners class. 
This class builds on the techniques 
also taught at the preschool level but 
incorporates water orientation into 
the mix. It’s intended to help young 
swimmers transition into solo swim-
ming. 

The Advanced Beginner class has 
no age restrictions but participants 
must be able to swim five yards on 
their front and back. The class teaches 
front crawl with rhythmic breathing, 
back crawl, elementary backstroke 
and treading water.

Participates must be able to swim 
15 yards on their front and back to get 
into the Intermediate class. Accord-
ing to the catalog, the class is intend-

ed to help increase strength and en-
durance while improving technique 
and teaching, sidestroke, back crawl, 
breaststroke and butterfly.

The Advanced class requires suc-
cessful completion of the Intermedi-
ate skills test, according to the catalog. 
It focuses on coordinating and refin-
ing stroke mechanics and increases 
distance.

According to the catalog, adult les-
sons also are offered on an individual 
basis regardless of skill level. Those 
focus on the basics of bobbing, front 
and back floats, glides, rhythmic 
breathing, front and backstroke and 
breaststroke. 

All OCCC swim class instructors 
are certified American Red Cross Wa-
ter Safety Instructors.  

For more information, contact Rec-
reation and Fitness Director Roxanna 
Butler at 405-682-1611, ext. 7425. 

SPORTS | OCCC uses Red Cross certified instructors

Swim lessons offered for all ages 

Swimming instructor Aaren Smelser teaches 10-year-old Eric Lewis how to float on June 19 in the OCCC Aquatic 
Center. All of the swim class instructors are certified by the American Red Cross, according to Recreation and 
Fitness’ summer 2013 catalog.  

Chris James/Pioneer

Water fun

Scan the QR code with your 
smart phone to be directed to a 
list of OCCC Intramural events, 
complete with the most current 

updates.

(Free QR code reader apps can be 
found online or in app stores on 

smart phones. Follow the directions 
for the app you download.)

• June 3 through Aug. 2: OCCC Summer 
Camps: Campers enrolled in morning 
and afternoon camps will have a super-
vised lunch from noon to 1 p.m. They 
may bring their own lunch or purchase 
a lunch ticket from the cafeteria for $5.25 
per day. Camps offered are:

• Children’s Sports Camps:
Campers, age 6 through 12, meet from 
8 a.m. to noon weekly on the OCCC 
campus. Sport camps focus on teaching 
basic fundamentals, and building the 
skills and confidence of young athletes 
in a fun and safe environment.

• Recreational Children’s Camp:
Meets from 8 a.m. to noon and from 1 
p.m. to 5 p.m. weekly. Campers, age 6 
through 11, will participate in health 
and wellness activities such as indoor/
outdoor group games, swim time and 
field trips that promote an active lifestyle. 

All-Day Fit Kids Camps:
Campers age 6 through 14 will meet from 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. for a fun-packed week of 
swimming, indoor/outdoor games, and 
major field trips. 

Teen Camp:
For ages 12 through 14, teens will ex-
plore careers and focus on character 
development such as leadership and 
responsibility as they interact with people 
and services within their community. 
Participants will receive volunteer/com-
munity hours and letters. 

For more information about any of the 
camps, contact Recreation and Fitness 
at 405-682-7860.
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Students receive warning about suspicious man
BUFFIE RICHARDSON BROWN
Senior Writer
seniorwriter@occc.edu

 
OCCC students received a notifi-

cation from the college at 6:39 p.m. 
Thursday, June 13, about a suspicious 
man on campus. 

A report referencing the incident 
showed that at 9:04 a.m. that morning, 
a female student was walking across 
lot B toward the library when the man 
blocked her path with his car and made 
several inappropriate comments, trying 
to get her to leave with him. 

As the student backed away, the 
man drove away in his car. She then 
reported the incident to the OCCC 
Police. The student said she did not 
know the suspect.

The Clery Timely Notification email, 
sent by Public Relations read, “This 
morning at approximately 9:04 a.m, 
a man in newer blue/silver mid-size 
sedan, described as a Toyota, followed 
a female student on campus and made 
inappropriate comments to her from 
his vehicle as she was walking to the 
library across parking lot B. He exited 
campus from the S.W. 74th exit.

“The man was described as a white 
male, with a heavy build between 40-60 
years old, with graying hair, eyeglasses 
and clean shaven. 

“At the time, he was wearing a white, 
billed cap, a white polo shirt, khaki 
shorts and white tennis shoes.

“No criminal act occurred, but his 
behavior was concerning. 

“No individual has been identified 
and the campus police were unable to 
obtain a license plate number. Report 
any similar experiences to campus 
police at 682-7872.”

Police Chief James Fitzpatrick said 

there was no video surveillance footage 
available of the incident.

He said if anyone at the college is ap-
proached by someone he or she doesn’t 
know, don’t get close to the vehicle for 
any reason regardless of how safe the 
person looks. Instead, he said, stand 
at a distance.

The Pioneer will update this story as 
more information becomes available.

To contact campus police, call 405-
682-7872. For an emergency, use one 
of the call boxes located inside and 
outside on campus or call 405-682-
1611, ext. 7747. 

Budget: Funding goes down while tuition, fees rise
Continued from page 1

OCCC has an estimated 
total annual education bud-
get of $56,235,846. Of that, 
$25,316,891 comes from state 
funds, $22,253,000 comes 
from tuition and fees, and the 
remainder comes from other 
sources.

In April, The (student) Lead-
ership Council  had endorsed 
up to a 5 percent increase in 
tuition and fees, Boyd said.

“Oklahoma City Commu-
nity College received an in-
crease in state appropriation 

of approximately $665,000, but 
with the reduction that we re-
ceived in our allocated share for 
concurrent enrollment, the net 
increase was about $555,000.

Boyd said OCCC’s primary 
sources of revenue are state 
allocations, tuition, money re-
ceived from South Oklahoma 
City School District for tech-
nical education reimburse-
ment and other miscellaneous 
income.

In addition to a reduction in 
revenue from tuition and fees, 
Boyd said, OCCC also must 
deal with always-increasing 

fixed costs like utilities and 
cleaning services.

Boyd said the college budgets 
about $2.3 million for water, 
gas and electricity. 

He said custodial and clean-
ing costs also have increased 
by $114,000 to $943,000 —an 
increase of 10 cents per square 
foot.

“We’ve got almost a mil-
lion square feet,” Boyd said.  

“An increase of 10 cents per 
square foot — not a whole lot 
of money.

“… We’re getting (this ser-
vice) for under $1 a square foot. 
That’s not that bad.” 

Boyd said OCCC’s energy 
consumption has actually de-
creased since last year, but with 
the rising cost of energy, OCCC 
can still expect to pay more. 

“We’ve been required to 

cover all of our fixed cost in-
creases in our current budgets.

“I mean, we’re not getting any 
additional money,” Boyd said. 

“We’re having to try to move 
money around and figure out 
where we’re going to cover 
these costs.”

To view college budgets, 
visit the Pioneer Online at 
www.occc.edu/pioneer. Select 
OCCC Budgets.  

Continued from page 1

mance appraisals will receive a 
1 percent raise plus $200. 

Employees who exceeded 
expectations or achieved a 
significant accomplishment 
will receive a 1 percent raise 
plus $300.  

Employees who exceeded 
expectations and performed 
a significant accomplishment 
will receive a 1 percent raise 
plus $400. 

The salary and wage in-
crease will cost an additional 
$471,532 in salaries, wages, 
and associated benefits. 

The news of the wage in-
crease came with the presenta-

tion of the 2014 budget which, 
Boyd said, is based on a “new 
funding formula” where per-
formance standards are care-
fully measured. 

Student employees also will 
see a small wage increase of 15 
cents per hour in the upcom-
ing year. 

According to the FY 2013-
’14 Staffing Plan, student 
workers in their first year of 
employment will receive $8.40 
per hour, up from $8.25. Those 
who have completed one year 
of service to the college will 
receive $8.90 per hour, up 
from $8.75.

The raises go into effect 
July 1.

Raises: Employees’ 
pay to increase by 1.6%

KATIE HORTON
Community Writer
communitywriter@occc.edu

The OCCC Board of Regents approved a 1.6 
percent raise for President Paul Sechrist on June 
17 when the board met to finalize the budget 
for the upcoming fiscal year. 

The regents went into executive session to 
discuss the raise. Sechrist said that is a com-
mon occurrence.

“Each year, the Board of Regents conducts 
a review of the terms of the employment of 
the President,” he said in an email. “This raise 
was discussed at both the May 20 and June 10 
meetings of the Board.”

In FY 2011-2012 Sechrist made $227,429. In 
the 2013- 2014 budget, Sechrist’s salary will be 

$232,888. Sechrist said he asked that he not be 
given special consideration.

“In a verbal conversation with Board Chair, 
Regent Devery Youngblood, I have asked that 
if the Board chooses to consider a raise for the 
president that the raise be no more than the 
average raise given to all other employees,” 
Sechrist said.  

“However, the Board of Regents has the full 
authority to decide the president’s terms of 
employment including salary,” he said.

When the board met June 17, they unani-
mously voted to approve Sechrist’s raise.

Other state two-year college presidents make 
comparable salaries. 

A Rose State College official reported its 
president, Terry Britton, made approximately 
$213,000 in FY 2012-’13 year. 

President Sechrist to get a raise
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CAMPUS COMMUNITY CAMPUS
HIGHLIGHTS

KATIE HORTON
Community Writer
communitywriter@occc.edu

 OCCC lists more than 250 job opportunities that 
are all gathered in one database for current students 
and alumni, said Employment Services Clerk Caleb 
Shultz

“We have over 3,000 students and roughly 2,500 
employers on [the job boards],” he said. 

Shultz said the department uses a program called 
College Central. There are no fees or monthly costs 
to use the job boards. 

“[Job boards] is completely free for students and 
alumni,” he said. “We [post] on-campus jobs, off-
campus jobs, unpaid internships, paid internships, 
full time, part time, work study —  a little bit of 
everything.” 

Job posts are constantly updated and the length of 
time jobs are posted varies from job to job, Shultz said.

To find the College Central link, go to the college’s 
website at www.occc.edu, then select the Student 
Employment and Career Services page under the 
Student Services tab. The link to College Central is 
listed on the page.

To use College Central, students must first register. 
Afterwards, Shultz said, they can just log in on the 
website and, from there, search for jobs. 

Students are encouraged to use the job boards as 
a way of finding jobs and careers. 

“Once … there, they can look through all the jobs. 
We post the jobs directly from this office,” Shultz 
said. “We actually run a promotion where we give 
[students] a free portfolio if they sign up to our job 
board to encourage them to sign up.” 

Student résumés also are uploaded to College 
Central, he said. 

“After we upload [a student’s] résumé, [they can]
search for job opportunities … . It lets the employer 
know that they are interested.” 

He said once students click on a certain job post, 
students can sometimes submit a resume to the post. 

At that point, he said, students can narrow their 
search for jobs and find those more centralized for 
their interests.

There are other resources students can use to find 
jobs as well,  Shultz said. 

The office has a handout that lists job search websites 
such as Monster.com and other job search engines 
that can be used in conjunction with College Central 

to find jobs. 
“The more resources they have, the better,” said 

Shultz.
Students can contact the Student Employment and 

Career Services about job boards and upcoming job 
fairs at 405-682-7519 or visit the office located on the 
first floor of the Main Building or visit the website at 
www.occc.edu/es. 

COMMUNITY | www.occc.edu/es is a good starting point for job searches

Summer Kids Camps offered at OCCC
OCCC Recreation and Fitness offers camps 

for children ages 6 to 15 for half-day or whole-
day fun. Children can participate in sports 
camps including basketball, baseball, flag 
football, multi-sports, cheer, dance, tennis and 
more. All enrollments are due by 5 p.m. on the 
Thursday prior to the Monday start date of that 
class. To enroll a child or for more information, 
stop by the OCCC Recreation and Fitness office 
or call 405-682-7860.

Summer College for Kids
OCCC Community Outreach and Education 

will offer a wide variety of classes this summer 
at the FACE Center through the College for 
Kids program. College for Kids is designed for 
students entering first through eighth grades. 
For more information, call Brannon Dresel at 
405-682-1611, ext. 7205.

Job workshop planned for June 27
A Job Board workshop will be held from 12:30 

p.m. to 1 p.m. Thursday, June 27, in the Student 
Employment and Career Services office on the 
first floor of the Main Building. The workshop will 
show students how to use College Central for 
OCCC. College Central shows more than 300 
jobs students can apply for online. For more 
information, contact Student Employment and 
Career Services at 405-682-7519. 

GED graduation rescheduled
GED Graduation will take place at 6:30 p.m. 

Friday, June 21, in the College Union. Gradu-
ates should arrive at 5:30 p.m.

Aquatic Center Closings
The Aquatic Center remains under limited 

use. While summer camps, swimming lessons 
and lifeguard classes are still being held, the 
area will remain limited until approximately July 
1, depending on the speed of repairs. There will 
be no public or membership swim times until 
limited use is lifted. For more information, con-
tact Recreation and Fitness at 405-682-7860.

New Student Orientation
New Student Orientation will be held from 

9:30 to 11:30 a.m. on Thursday, June 27, in 
CU3. For more information, contact the Student 
Life office at SLstaffDL@occc.edu.

All Highlights are due Monday by noon for 
inclusion in the next issue. Email your event 
to communitywriter@occc.edu.

College offers ways to find employment

Study faces

Nursing major Bailee Baker and chemical engineering major Tim Ta take time to study on June 
18 in the Keith Leftwich Memorial Library. The library, as well as the rest of campus, has areas with 
tables and chairs spread around for students to study or do homework.

Chris James/Pioneer



Pioneer classified advertising is 
free to all enrolled OCCC stu-
dents and employees for any 
personal classified ad. Ad appli-
cations must be submitted with 
IDs supplied by 5 p.m. Fridays 
prior to the next publication 
date. For more information, 
call the Ad Manager at 405-682-
1611, ext. 7674, or e-mail ad-
man@occc.edu.
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CLASSIFIEDS THIS WEEK’S 
CROSSWORD PUZZLE

FOR SALE: Limited edition 
wakeboard, still packaged: 
$100; new, limited edition 
Jim Beam bean bag/cornhole 
toss game, $100. 405-818-
0083. 

FEMALE ROOMMATE 
WANTED: Must be at least 
21, willing to rent and share 
2-bedroom, 2-bath apart-
ment, preferably in the NW 
OKC area. Call or text 405-
474-8454 or 405-512-9482.

Personal 
classified ads are 
free to students 
and employees. 
adman@occc.

edu.

Share your 
thoughts with us: 

Email Chris at  
editor@occc.edu

405.310.6000
730 Stinson Street  |  Norman, OK 73072 

www.ReserveStinson.com
CReserveOnStinson |  M@ReserveStinson

Fill a 3 Bedroom/3 Bathroom apartment and we’ll 
mount a 50” flatscreen TV on your living room wall! 

THE ONLY DOWNSIDE? WHO GETS THE REMOTE!?!
*Certain restriction apply. See o�ce for details.

Get your breaking news online: 
www.occc.edu/pioneer

Now accepting applications for Summer and Fall 2013
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The OCCC Aquatic Center pool is clean and ready for swimmers after severe weather and flooding shut down the Recreation and Fitness Department May 
31. Aquatic Maintenance Operator Michael Shugart said flood water did not actually make it into the pool thanks to the deck’s degree of incline.

Chris James/Pioneer

BUFFIE RICHARDSON 
BROWN
Senior Writer
seniorwriter@occc.edu

The OCCC Aquatic Center 
pool is below ground level 
which caused flooding result-
ing from the May 31 storm to overflow the pool. 

Aquatic Maintenance Operator Mike Shugart said the pool has measures in 
place to deal with flooding. 

“We have groundwater pumps that were supposed to pump the (excess) water 
out of here,”he said.

However, said Aquatic Maintenance Mechanic Mike Barber, the storms 
knocked out power to OCCC and the pumps.

The result was, the pool flooded, he said.
Both aquatic maintenance workers said watermarks showed how high the 

flood waters rose inside and outside of the pool area. Shugart said he and Barber 
quickly went to work to get the pool back in operation.

“[Barber] is more in charge of the chemicals and making sure PH and chlorine 
levels are right,” Shugart said. “He did that aspect of it. 

“And I am more in charge of the swim meets and all the technical stuff, main-
tenance of the pool deck itself, the diving boards, and backboards.”

Barber said the work went smoothly. 

“It probably took a couple of hours to drain. As far as chemicals 
— when I got out here, they were actually fine,” Barber said. 

With no lasting damage, Shugart said, getting the pool in 
working order meant mostly cleaning.

Shugart said he had his workers on 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. shifts for 
almost one week after the storm to clean dirt and debris from 
the pool deck.

Although already scheduled classes such as swim lessons 
went on as planned, the pool is closed until July 1 for all other activities.

For more information on the Aquatic Center, call 405-682-7860. 

Aquatic Center rebounds back from storm
We have grounwater pumps that were 

supposed to pump the (excess) water out 
of here.”

—mike shugart

aquatic maintenance oPerator

“


