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The one complaint most 
students express about col-
lege is the cost of textbooks.

Clifford Sipes, clinical 
psychology major, said he is 
at his wits end with the price 
of textbooks.

“I have tried ordering 
online but it takes time and 
the professors want you to 
have the books at least the 
first week of class,” Sipes said. 
“It is cheaper buying online 
but [there is a wait due to] 
delivery.” 

Sipes said some of his 
peers purchase textbooks af-
ter their first class because it 
may or may not be required, 
and a student doesn’t want 
to purchase a book that will 
not be used.

According to the National 
Association of College Stores 
(NACS), the cost of required 
course material, which in-

cludes texts or media re-
quired or recommended by 
the instructor of the class, 
averages $667 per year per 
student in U.S. colleges.

There are a variety of op-
tions for students looking to 
save on textbooks.

The college bookstore will 
almost always have the book 
needed for OCCC classes.

Shopping online can pro-
vide endless options but it 
has its pros and cons. 

There are a few websites 
dedicated to providing stu-
dents with the materials 
they need.

Bigwords.com is a mer-
chant comparison site. The 
site will compare book 
outlets against each other 
for the criteria that a cus-
tomer searches. It displays 
the cheapest options and 
gives shoppers the ability 
to purchase a book in just a 
few clicks.

Processing for online 
purchases is normally within 

two days, in addition to ship-
ping time, unless specified 
otherwise.

The website mycolleg-
etextbooks.com gives the 
option to buy and sell text-
books.

Amazon.com offers an 
extensive amount of op-
tions for students needing 
a textbook. 

Students can rent, buy 
and sell on Amazon, and 
are given the option to 
purchase a Kindle edition 
of a book. However having 
a Kindle is not necessary 
because a Windows or Mac 
OS computer can access the 
books. Most physical pur-
chases from Amazon.com 
are shipped within two days. 
Digital orders are delivered 
instantly online.

Even though ordering 
textbooks online is cheaper, 
it is not always faster, some 
students said.

Mason Lily, pre-law ma-
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The 39th anniversary of OCCC was cel-
ebrated this past Wednesday with a gathering 
in the College Union.

The celebration featured cake and drinks, 
and a presentation by Gary Lombard, human 
resources vice president, who has been with 
the college since it broke ground.

Lombard illustrated the college’s history 
with a slideshow, and emphasized the unique 
aspects of OCCC’s history through anecdotes.

One such anecdote was the traditional 
ribbon cutting ceremony. Instead of a rib-
bon, OCCC chose to have a chain, in which 
a link would be broken. The young lady who 
would break the chain simply had to hit it in 
the right spot, Lombard said.

“However, when she struck the chain, a 
spark flew off and set her panty hose on fire.

“The young lady was fine, and no harm 
was done, but it’s stories like these that give 
life and character to the college’s history,” 
Lombard said.

Lealon Taylor, institutional advancement 
executive director, said his favorite story was 
one about an individual mistaking OCCC for 
a parking garage.

“So this gentleman drove a truck through 
the front doors of the college. The sprinkler 
systems went off and obviously he was ar-
rested; I think he was on some mind altering 
drugs at that point,” Taylor said. 

“I’m sure it wasn’t funny back then, but 
now to think about the fact that it happened 
here, in the building we’re standing in today, 
I thought was particularly amusing.”

Taylor said he especially enjoyed the pre-
sentation for the insight it gave him into the 
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Downey Construction breaks ground for the new theater which will be located 
in the Visual and Performing Arts Center between the north and south wings. The 
new theater will house about 1,000 seats and is scheduled to be finished May 
2013. Construction will cost about $20 million.

Breaking new ground



On Sept. 8, President Barack Obama announced 
before a joint session of Congress the American Jobs 
Act. He has been touring states notorious for their 
positions as swing states in elections, pushing the bill 

since its announcement.
This gives me pause on two 

big points. The first, why did this 
bill take so long to germinate? It’s 
obvious to people with a basic 
understanding of economics that 
if you have no wage earners you 
have no economy. 

What was perhaps the largest 
factor in our economic down-
turn after the housing fiasco? 
Unemployment. So then when 
the president announced the first 
round of stimulus I thought that 

this was in the pipe behind it and not two years later.
I understand that it takes time to formulate these 

things, draw up research, and check the law, but my 
first thought when faced with even a minor recession 
would be to look at the New Deal and see what the 
proven solution to economic trauma is. 

In the interim between the Stimulus Act of 2009 and 
now, the U.S. House of Representatives proved that they 

can and will hold the nation hostage for political 
gains, a move that could not have been possible if 
more Americans were gainfully employed. This is 
because more workers equates to more income tax 
and more revenues means less deficit. So this is late, 
and a group of empowered Republicans are likely 
to reject it simply because it is the president’s idea. 

My second issue with the situation is Republi-
cans are likely to call this grandstanding in order 
to launch a campaign. So if, after a joint meeting 
with Congress, a president begins touring states 
like Ohio, Virginia, and Florida to push the idea, 
it’s hard to say he is not.

I love this bill. I think it is a creative solution to 
a problem that needs solving but I think, by the 
way the stage has been set for it, that it is ultimately 
doomed.  And it is not doomed because Republicans 
will hate the ideas in it. 

Aside from the minor tax hike for the rich, 
many of the ideas are Republican in origin. It is 
doomed because this president is presenting it to 
this congress this late in the game, and trying to gain 
support this way.

I wish I could support the methods but I can’t. That 
doesn’t mean I won’t voice my support of the bill to 
my congressman. Whether in support or rejection, 

anyone with an opinion of this bill needs to write his 
or her congressman too. 

Because the only way things are going to change is 
if we get active in our government.

— Mike Wormley
Community Writer

Jobs bill comes far too late to help
EDITORIAL | Obama may have killed his jobs bill by launching it in campaign season

YOUR VIEW | New ways to steal information means a stronger need for better protection.

To the editor:
Oklahomans are very generous and 

you’ll probably be passing out treats 
to costumed hobgoblins and ghosts 
in your neighborhood this Halloween 
night. But be cautious that you’re not 
tricked by a different kind of trickster 
looking for a handout, such as your 
personal information. 

You should always safeguard your 
personal information such as date of 
birth, mother’s maiden name, and your 
Social Security number. Why? Because 
it’s that type of information identity 
thieves are after.  

You may think you’re safe simply 
by not carrying your Social Security 
card with you and not providing your 
personal information over the Internet 
or by e-mail. But scam artists have be-
come tricky. Never reply to an e-mail 
claiming to be from Social Security and 
asking for your Social Security number 
or personal information.

Identity theft is one of the fastest-
growing crimes in America. If you think 
you’ve been the victim of an identity 
thief, you should contact the Federal 
Trade Commission at www.ftc.gov/
bcp/edu/microsites/idtheft. 

Another trick: Some people who 
receive Social Security and Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI) benefits are 
victimized by misleading advertisers. 
Often, these companies offer Social 
Security services for a fee, even though 
the same services are available directly 
from Social Security free of charge. If 
you receive or see what you believe is 
misleading advertising for Social Secu-
rity services, send the complete mailing, 
including the envelope, to: Office of 
the Inspector General, Fraud Hotline, 
Social Security Administration, P.O. 
Box 17768, Baltimore, MD 21235. 

If you see misleading advertising 
online, you can report this information 
online at www.socialsecurity.gov/oig/
guidelin.htm. Also, advise your State’s 
attorney general or consumer affairs 
office and the Better Business Bureau.

Enjoy the treats of the season, but 
be cautious of tricksters trying to steal 
more than a sack of candy. The results 
of becoming the victim of identity theft 
can be horrifying. 

— Jose Olivero
Public Affairs Specialist; 

Social Security 
Administration

Identity theft can be a horrifying Halloween trick

Mike Wormley
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McGee’s ‘Alice’ returns to madness

CONCERT REVIEW | David Burgess performed ‘The Music of Brazil’ Sept. 20

VIDEO GAME REVIEW | Great graphics, storyline make ‘Madness Returns’ a winner

Cultural Arts begins with guitarist

ROBERT BOLTON
Online Writer
onlinewriter@occc.edu

Who remembers the Addams 
Family, Wednesday Addams in 
particular? Imagine Wednesday 
going to an orphanage or toy store 
filled with children.  “Alice: The 
Madness Returns” is just like that. 

Following the first “Alice” game, 
“The Madness Returns” is a direct 
continuation, though it doesn’t 
look like it at times. A much more 
desolate landscape welcomes you 
as you sink into insanity. 

The game is undeniably strange 
— creepy as nothing should have 
any right to be. I’ve never liked dolls, 
and now they freak me out. 

Spooky imagery aside, the game 
itself is beautiful. The graphics are 
crisp, and the music fits the mood 

of every chapter perfectly. 
The game is as dark as you 

would expect it to be, considering 
it not only came from the mind of 
American McGee, but the name 
itself gives it away. 

The fights can be tricky, but with 
masterful use of dodging and abus-
ing the use of the teapot cannon, 
you shouldn’t have much trouble. 

As for the story, it’s told in a way 
that almost seems realistic — if you 
don’t count Wonderland, anyway. 

Outside of her psychosis, Alice 
still lives in Oxford with her care-
taker, who is a prostitute. 

She goes to a doctor to help her 
with the memory of the fire that 
killed her family, and tries to live 
the best she can. 

Inside Wonderland, she makes 
some shocking discoveries about 
her past which she had forgotten, 

finds what was making her forget, 
and who is responsible for her 
troubles. 

This leads to one of the most 
satisfying endings I’ve experienced: 
One involving a train and a deli-
cious sense of irony. 

Overall, this game is extraordi-
narily trippy. Kinda like diving into 
a swimming pool of LSD. 

It enraged me, made me smile, 
and freaked me the hell out some-
times. 

It should also be mentioned that 
you get a free copy of “American 
McGee’s Alice” when you buy “Al-
ice: The Madness Returns.”

The game is worth it, and I would 
suggest that people try the game, if 
not buying it outright. 

Rating: A+
—Robert Bolton

Online Writer

A soulful twang kicked 
off this year’s Cultural 
Arts Series as guitarist 
David Burgess took the 
stage of the Bruce Owen 
Theater with “The Music 
of Brazil.” 

Before the show began, 
Cultural Arts Direc-
tor Lemuel Bardeguez 
described Burgess as an 
award-winning musi-
cian rapidly establishing 
himself as one of today’s 
greatest musicians. From 
his performance, it’s easy 
to see why. 

Burgess quickly set 
the mood with “Sampa,” 
originally performed by 
Caetano Veloso. 

The tune was slow and 
relaxing, yet so haunt-
ingly beautiful the au-
ditorium of more than a 
hundred fell dead silent, 
practically holding their 
breath to make sure they 
didn’t miss a chord. 

It was incredibly tempt-
ing to lean back, close 
your eyes, and let the 
music carry you away to 

the snow-white beaches 
of Rio de Janeiro. 

But doing that would 
take your eyes away from 
the awe-inspiring way 
Burgess’ fingers effort-
lessly flew over his gui-
tar strings, evoking the 
sweetest sounds out of 
just a single instrument. 

That guitar wasn’t just 
any old member of the 
string family, either. Be-
tween songs, he explained 
that his particular guitar 
contained seven strings 
instead of the usual six, 
allowing him to hit a few 
more notes.

And boy, did he make 
those extra notes count. 

“Odeon” was a fun tune 
that infused tango with 
polka, while “Modinha” 
was a bittersweet ballad 
that could have given a 
hardened criminal a se-
vere case of goose bumps.   

Between every piece, 
Burgess interwove some 
sort of tale. Sometimes, 
these were accounts of 
his time spent in Brazil, 

while others were stories 
about the origins of the 
pieces themselves. 

“Valsa de Euridice,” 
for instance, was written 
with mythological mu-
sician Orpheus and his 
love, Eurydice, in mind.

As the myth goes, Eu-
rydice died after suffering 
a snake bite. Orpheus, 
so overcome with grief, 
played such a mournful 
song that Hades allowed 
Eurydice to return to 
earth. 

Had Hades been in 
the audience the night 
Burgess played, I’m will-
ing to bet he would have 
been coerced into doing 
the same thing again. The 
piece was heartbreak-
ingly gorgeous.

Once everyone was 
good and teary-eyed, 
Burgess ended the eve-
ning with “Samba do 
Avião.” Sambas, he ex-
plained, are typically 
played during the Car-
nival of Brazil. 

The piece reflected this 

with upbeat chords and a 
dance-worthy beat, put-
ting everybody in good 
spirits as the show came 
to an end. 

If Burgess’ amazing 
performance wasn’t 
enough, his humility 
was incredibly hearten-
ing. It was wonderful to 
see a talented musician so 
humble that every time 
the audience burst into 
applause — which was 
often — he smiled and 
meekly bowed his head. 

The lines of people 
clamoring to buy Burgess’ 
CDs during intermission 
and after the show were 
just another testament 
as to how incredible his 
performance was. 

The only disappoint-
ment was looking at the 
half-full Bruce Owen 
Theater and thinking 
about how many people 
missed an extraordinary 
show.

Rating: A+
—Whitney Knight

Online Editor

“A goal without a plan is just a wish.” 
— Antoine de Saint-Exupery

We’re more than a month into the fall semes-
ter, so it’s a good time for each of you to take a 
moment to stop and reflect about how things 
are moving along for you. 

Hopefully, each of you spent some time plan-
ning for this semester and life is moving along 
according to those plans. 

Some of you I know did not, and for others, 
the plans have already broken down and fallen 
by the wayside.

For this reason, it’s a good time for me to offer 
some (hopefully) helpful suggestions for getting 
back on track and enjoying success:

• Set some goals for yourself. At some future 
point in time, after college is behind you, what 
do you want to do? Write some short term and 
intermediary goals for yourself so you can go 
back and review them from time to time. It’s 
easier to get from Denver to Spokane if you 
have something to guide you.

• Revisit each of your syllabi and map out a 
strategy for completing the remaining require-
ments in each class. Even if you’ve gotten off 
to a rocky start in a class, there may be time 
to repair some of the damage by developing a 
plan of action.

• Don’t be afraid to change how you study 
or prepare for exams. There is nothing noble 
about sticking with a process that doesn’t work.  

• ASK for help if you need it. No one knows 
everything about everything.  In fact, the more 
educated you become, the more you will realize 
how little you know.  This college houses a wealth 
of resources for those willing to access them.

• Plan wisely for next semester. You will be 
able to enroll again in October. If something 
about this semester’s schedule is problematic 
for you, then change things up in the spring.

• Check your OCCC email account frequently, 
and make sure we have your current address and 
phone number.  The college sends out important 
information through the routes. Not getting the 
information can prove costly.

• Be kind to yourself.  The world is a mean 
place.  We don’t have to add to that meanness.  
If you disappoint yourself in some way, assess 
your situation and learn from the mistake.  
That’s much more productive.

Remember that we in Student Support Ser-
vices are standing by if you need a hand. 

—Mary Turner
Learning Support Specialist
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With his audacious paean to the old 
west in “The Wild Bunch,” Sam Peck-
inpah unleashed a vision of reality that 
audiences  rarely  found reassuring  and 
if they did, we may have found that in 
and of itself to be disconcerting. 

Here we sit 40 years on with a rein-
troduction to Peckinpah’s own “Straw 
Dogs” by way of writer/director Rod 
Lurie’s modern vision of the tale of a 
man who is assaulted by demons (inner 
and outer) to the point where he must 
confront the limits of his reliance on 
“good manners” and “society” to fight 
his battles for him. 

David Sumner (James Marsden “X-
Men,” and a product of Putnam City 
North) is a modestly successful L.A.-
based screenwriter who accompanies 
his wife Amy (Kate Bosworth “Wonder-
land” and “The Rules of Attraction”), 
a modestly successful actress, as she 
returns home to Blackwater, Miss., after 
the death of her father. 

The Sumners set up shop so that 
David can devote time to writing his 
next script.

Amy, we begin to find, is a product of 

the deep southern culture of guns, God 
and gridiron football. David’s closest 
flirtation with the sport, however, is the 
annual Harvard-Yale game he passively 
attended in college. 

To say he is a “fish out of water” is to 
say that a leper may not quite fit in at 
a nudist commune.

David and Amy patronize Black-
water’s local watering hole, home to 
more shattered dreams and drunken 
machismo than a “Jersey Shore” look-
a-like convention. 

There they meet Amy’s old high 
school flame Charlie (Alexander 
Skarsgård “True Blood”) and it’s clear 
(even in braille) that Charlie has failed 
to move on. 

The condescending friendliness of 
David, the predatory leering of Charlie 
and the inability for Amy to show us 
that she herself has moved on set the 
stage for a series of collisions that will 
shake the Sumners to their core.

James Woods (“Videodrome” and 
“The Virgin Suicides”) plays the town 
“legend” in “retired” football coach Ted 
Heddon, whose bubbling vitriol serves 

as the catalyst for the film’s climactic 
finale.

Lurie’s adaptation of the 1971 original 
is admittedly watered down and is not 
without its flaws, yet it stands up on 
its own for a contemporary audience. 

The psychological conflict within 
both David and Amy and the external 
conflict between David and Charlie 
keep the audience engaged and Lurie’s 
script develops its characters perfectly. 

Marsden and Bosworth are strong 
while Skarsgård anchors the conflict 
well. Wood’s performance is pristine 
and he may have successfully portrayed 
h i s  m o s t 
frightening 
role to date. 

The tension 
is paced beau-
tiful ly and 
you grow to 
despise Char-
lie and his 
gang of yokel 
sycophants. 

The best 
parts, how-

ever, come in the form of two of the best 
pay-offs I’ve been witness to in some 
time: that of a protagonist’s evolution 
that is truly gripping and the demise 
of a villain that is oh-so-gratifying to 
behold.

“Straw Dogs” is an experiment in 
testing the limits of the social restric-
tions we place on ourselves in order to 
“get along.” 

“Straw Dogs” is also one of the better 
remakes I have seen in many years. 

Rating: A
—SEAN M. TOLBERT

SPORTS WRITER

New adaptation of ‘Straw Dogs’ is great success

Oklahoma musician a rising star
When most people think of musi-

cians from Oklahoma, they think 
of country music greats like Reba 
McEntire, Garth Brooks and Cary 
Underwood.

Many do not realize that the state 
of Oklahoma has a widely untapped 
R&B/Hip-Hop fan base as well as many 
talented R&B/Hip-Hop artists.

One of Oklahoma’s own music artists 
Super Jay is on a one-way track to super 
stardom in the music world.

With the help of independent record 
labels Presidential Trap House and 
Malaco, Super Jay has released several 
hit songs that are not just receiving 
local fanfare but are being played on 
radio stations all over the U.S.

“On the Set,” a single released in late 
2010, is a smooth-tempo love song in 
which Super Jay professes his undying 
love for his woman. 

The video was shot locally and is very 
much up to par. Filmed in black-and- 
white, this video has a surprise ending 
that will make any woman who is not 
with SJ jealous with envy.

On the track “So Excited,” by Okla-

homa Rapper Young Star, Su-
per Jay stole the show during 
his bridge towards the end of 
this club jam.

 The song “Moan” is one 
of his many tracks for grown 
folks.  This song simultane-
ously displays a slow rhythm 
while keeping an eclectic beat 
which flows well with Super 
Jay’s velvety vocals.

Sha Sha Jones, another seri-
ously talented artist from Okla-
homa, collaborated with Super 
Jay for the sure-to-be-a hit song 
“Lose You,” and this feel-good 
duet is desperately needed in 
the world of R&B.

Listeners can tell by her voice 
that Sha Sha is beautiful, but she comes 
across as humble with an angelic voice.  
She is wanting to save her relationship, 
although she is fed up. 

Super Jay lays out his sexy croons 
while basically begging her to stay in 
the relationship.

Super Jay has the talent to make it all 
the way to the big time and let’s face 

it Oklahoma is in need of real R&B/
Hip-Hop representation. 

To hear or download Super Jay’s mix 
tape, visit www.box.net.com, or go to 
YouTube and check out his official page 
Jay3165, or “like” his Facebook page 
under Super Jay.

Rating: A+
—CHRISTY JOHNSON

STAFF WRITER

MUSIC REVIEW | Super Jay has gained popularity on radio stations all over the U.S.

FILM REVIEW | James Marsden and Kate Bosworth play a couple outside their comfort zone in rural Mississippi

TOP 20 MOVIES 
Weekend of Sept. 16 through 18

www.yahoo.com

1. The Lion King
2. Contagion
3. Drive
4. The Help
5. Straw Dogs
6. I Don’t Know How She 

Does It
7. The Debt
8. Warrior
9. Rise of the Planet of the Apes
10. Colombiana
11. Shark Night 3D
12. Spy Kids: All the Time in

 the World
13. Crazy, Stupid, Love.
14. Our Idiot Brother
15. The Smurfs
16. Kevin Hart: Laugh at 

My Pain
17. Don’t Be Afraid of the Dark
18. Apollo 18
19. Harry Potter and the 
Deathly 

Hallows - Part 2
20. Captain America: The First 

Avenger
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Students turn to stimulants for quick boost

iPhone, cash thefts reported at Wellness Center

CAFFEINE AND ENERGY DRINKS ARE TOP METHODS STUDENTS USE TO GET THROUGH THE DAY

SARAH HUSSAIN
Staff Writer
Staffwriter3@occc.edu

It’s a fact: some college stu-
dents use stimulants because 
they say it helps give them a 
boost they need. Some say 
stimulants use has gotten out 
of control, others believe its 
normal and just another daily 
routine.

Of those asked, one out of 
four OCCC students said they 
know someone who uses the 
drugs prescribed to Attention 
Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder 
(ADHD) patients as a study 
aide.

Oklahoma City Neurologist 
Brent Beson provided a doctor’s 
perspective on students’ stimulant use.
Beson said he was aware of the illegal 
use of these medications by students.

“It is sad, simply put. It is illegal and 
is something that I wish did not occur,” 
he said.

Doctors prescribe stimulants such as 
Ritalin, Adderall and other attention-
deficit medications to patients who 
have expressed a severe lack of con-
centration.

According to an article  at selfgrowth.
com, some people choose to sell their 
prescribed medications to people need-
ing that extra boost to get them through 
an all-nighter.

“When signing a prescription for a 
drug of that sort, I do not lecture the 
individual on not handing them out to 
anyone else,” Beson said. “You have to 
trust the doctor, patient trust that you 

have hopefully built that they would 
not do such a thing,” Beson said.

Learning Support Specialist Mary 
Turner encourages students who realize 
they might have a stimulant addiction 
to get help from an OCCC counselor.

“Absolutely come talk to a counselor 
to set up a treatment plan,” Turner said.

“I do believe caffeine is the most 
prevalent stimulant product - such as 
energy drinks and strong coffee - even 
nicotine still. If illegal substances are 
being used, talk to us to get a treatment 
plan before being treated as a criminal,” 
Turner said.

Caffeinated beverages are yet another 
stimulant students turn to.

Business major Raul Becerra has been 
an OCCC coffee shop employee for 
three semesters and said he thinks the 
shop was opened to help give students 
that extra kick when they need it.

“The cof-
fee shop was 
p r o b a b l y 
op ened to 
help the stu-
dents, to wake 
them up with 
the caffeine,” 
Becerra said.

“Usu a l ly, 
day after day, 
I see the same 
people get-
ting bever-
ages in the 
m o r n i n g s . 
C a f f e i n e 
makes people 
keep coming 
and coming.”

Beson said 
caffeinated tea and coffee are fine in 
limited amounts, but resorting to other 
stimulants is pushing it.

“Taking it to the extent of energy 
drinks and [energy] shots shouldn’t 
be necessary.

“Those are harmful to your body, es-
pecially in large consumptions,” Beson 
said.

One nurs-
i ng  maj or 
who wanted 
to be referred 
to as Shanyn, 
drinks Rock-
star energy 
drinks every 
day, two to 
three times a 
day.

“ N o w  I 

drink them just because I like them 
because I’ve been drinking them for 
so long,” Shanyn said.

She said Rockstar has become such a 
frequent beverage that she sometimes 
forgets to drink it if she has one opened.

Computer science major Kevin Her-
nandez’s caffeine intake depends on 
how tired he is during the day.

“If I am extremely tired it’ll take more 
than a Mountain Dew, it’ll probably take 
a Monster,” Hernandez said. “Since I got 
about seven-and-a-half hours of sleep 
last night, it only took a Mountain Dew 
today. To be honest, I could say that I 
am a little addicted to caffeine.”

Hernandez admits many students 
know that caffeine could be damaging 
to their bodies later on, although they 
still choose to use it.

Hernandez confirmed that, when he 
is up late studying or doing schoolwork, 
he would consume a caffeinated bever-
age to help him through.

Beson suggests: “If you get your rec-
ommended amount of sleep every night 
and have a healthy diet, you shouldn’t 
need anything else to get you through 
a day.” 

EMILY SCHORR
Senior Staff Writer
seniorwriter@occc.edu

The college’s Wellness Center has 
been busy dealing with a number of 
thefts recently. A total of $106 in cash 
and two iPhones were stolen. 

Lauren Carl reported her iPhone 
missing from the Wellness Center on 
Aug. 29.

  Carl reported to campus police that 
her phone, valued at $690, was in her 
bag, which was in her locker. 

Carl also told police two women 

in the locker room saw her place the 
phone in her bag.

 According to the workers in the 
Wellness Center, the two women never 
checked in at the Wellness Center desk.

OCCC officer Gordon Nelson has 
not been able to identify the women.

A similar incident also occurred Sept. 
7 when Jessica Hodges’ iPhone was 
taken from a Wellness Center locker.

 Hodges reported she couldn’t find 
her phone when she went to retrieve 
her belongings. 

As of press time, campus police have 
not retrieved the phone.

Cash stolen
Two separate reports of stolen cash 

were made Sept. 8 within an hour of 
one another. 

About noon that day, Jayson Miller 
said he returned to the men’s locker 
room in the Wellness Center and found 
the lock removed from his locker. After 
searching his belongings, he reported 
$81 missing. 

As officer Gordon Nelson was fin-
ishing up incident report with Miller, 
Thomas Hanna approached him to also 
report money missing from his locker. 

Hanna reported he noticed $25 was 

missing from his wallet after he left the 
Wellness Center and attempted to pur-
chase something in the College Union.   

In the report he said his locker was 
unlocked during the time he was in 
the shower.

 At the time of the report there are 
no known suspects.  

BRady Bell/PioneeR

One student eyes a Rockstar energy drink, sold in the bookstore and 
Carson’s  on campus. Rockstar and other energy drinks have become 
the fad for most students to get extra energy throughout the day.

Read the pioneer 
online 

www.occc.edu/
pioneer
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Third annual Lifesaver 5K run draws crowd
CRYSTAL RODRIGUEZ
News Writing Student

 
Brian Pickens of Moore was the win-

ner of the 5K Lifesaver Run on campus 
Sept. 17. His time was 17 minutes, 54 
seconds.

Tim McCoy of Oklahoma City took 
second for the men with a time of 18:05. 
Montana Keller of Oklahoma City took 
third with a time of 19:43.

The winner in the female category 
was Alice Vile of Oklahoma City with 
a time of 24: 29. 

Second and third place finishers for 
the women were Kathryn Wickham of 
Oklahoma City with a time of 25:00 and 
Laurel McPeak of Oklahoma City with 
a time of 25:52.

A total of 156 runners competed in 
the third annual race. Christina Dou-
thit, nursing student volunteer said 
student volunteers from the OCCC 
Nursing Student Association and Stu-
dent Physical Therapy Assistant Orga-

156 RUNNERS COMPETE IN RUN FOR CHARITY ON CAMPUS

Brian Pickens, OU psychology major and race competitor number 385, takes 
the lead during the OCCC hosted 5K run Sept. 17 on campus. Pickens went 
on to win first place in the race.

Left: Runner Montana Keller, number 404, makes good time during the OCCC 
hosted 5K run Sept. 17. Keller placed third overall in the final race results.

Above: Danni gets “Little Mermaid” painted on her arm by artist Clarissa Sharp 
of GlassGrrl Studios during the 5K run event Sept. 17. Danni ran in the opening 
1-mile race earlier that morning.

nization arose early Saturday morning 
in preparation for the Lifesaver 5K and 
1- mile Fun Run. 

“Our goal is to raise money for schol-
arships,”  she said.

Runners paid $22 to enter  the 5K and  
$15 for the 1-mile Fun Run.

Registration started off very chilly at 
6:30 a.m., when many participants ar-
rived and began exercising for their run. 

But the weather warmed up and 
ended with it being a beautiful day 
overall.

Zumba exercise dancing was on the 
list of many different activities going 
on that day.

“We are doing a warm-up to get 
people excited about the race, get their 
blood pumping early in the morning 
and promoting the Zumbathon,” said 
Jennifer Ball, program director for 
Physical Therapist Assistant. 

“We are just trying to promote healthy 
lifestyles,” Ball said. 

“If you are not a runner or a walker, 

there are other ways to show what we 
have here at OCCC.”

Ball and Sandy Price, Zumba instruc-
tor at OCCC, were on stage dancing 
and getting the runners ready.

Several of the nursing and physical 
therapy assistant students who had 
registered to run said their prime goal 
was just to finish the race. 

There were many things going on to 
keep the runners and children enter-
tained throughout the day, including a 
free photo booth, massage therapists, 

food, popcorn, drinks and door prizes. 
A favorite was an artist painting 

exquisite body art. The children and 
runners were lined up getting their faces 
painted while everyone listened to the 
live band, Countdown to Reno, who 
entertained participants with music 
throughout the day.

The first event of the day was the 1- 
mile Fun Run where there was a mix of 
all ages. After this run, all children who 
participated received a medal.

Photos By Rachel MoRRison/PioneeR
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PRISCILLA COLLEY
Staff Writer 
staffwriter1@occc.edu

The cold weather is quickly approach-
ing, and although winter is associated 
with colds and the flu, steps can be 
taken to stay healthy.

One such step is to be conscious of 
the things you touch, and the things 
you share with friends, from pens to 
food, said Mary Turner, learning sup-
port specialist. 

“I’ve seen people put a dollar bill in 
their mouth at the vending machine. 
We just don’t know where those things 
have been,” she said.

“Germs flourish in warm moist 
places, and we spend all winter closed 
up inside with the heat on ,where bac-
teria thrives.

“One of simplest things we can do is 
disinfect surfaces we touch regularly, 
computer keyboards, counters, or our 
phones.” 

A key component to prevention is a 
healthy diet and exercise, which boost 

Students can 
avoid sickness by 
eating healthy and 
avoiding germs

Winter months bring cold symptoms

couRtesy GalloP.coM

immune systems and fight illness. 
According to the Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention, CDC, even 
moderate levels of exercise not only 
helps prevent minor things such as the 
common cold but also fights long term 
health concerns. 

Even using the utmost caution, in-
evitably one may get sick. 

“The campus has a policy that if 
you’re infectious, you’re not wanted on 
campus until cleared. Ideally, if you’re 
sick, you shouldn’t come to class,” 
Turner said. 

“Realistically sometimes we have 
to be there, but I would contact your 
professor and negotiate. A lot of times 
they will work with you.”  

Maintaining good hygiene even 
when sick is a key to getting better, 
Turner said.

 “If you’ve been sick, your bedding is 
carrying all those germs.

“Washing all your bedding, changing 
your toothbrush, and wearing clean 
clothes will help you avoid bacteria and 
get over it faster,” she said. 

“Sometimes sickness happens, but 
a lot of the time it can be avoided. We 
are already moving into flu season, and 
the most important factor [to prevent 
sickness] is hand washing. It’s crucial,” 
said Turner.

According to the Center for Disease Control and Prevention the 
most effective way to prevent sickness is not just avoiding the virus 

itself but also healthy living plays a huge role. They suggest:

• Avoid contact
• Stay home when you’re sick
• Cover your mouth and nose
• Clean your hands regularly
• Avoid touching nose, eyes, or mouth: Germs on your hands 

often won’t infect you unless spread to eyes, nose, or mouth. 
• Get plenty of rest: Your body heals itself while sleeping.
• Be physically active
• Manage stress: Stress weakens your immune system. 
• Drink plenty of water
• Nutritious diet
• Do not smoke: Smoking weakens your lungs and various other 

bodily processes, making you more susceptible to infection.

POINTERS TO PREVENTING 
SICKNESS

According to prevention.com statistics show that consuming 
certain foods have nutrients that not only boost immune sys-
tems, but also directly help fight the flu virus. In addition to 

hand washing, incorporate these, into meals for some flu fight-
ing super foods. 

Top Ten Immune boosting Foods

1. Yogurt
2. Oats and Barley
3. Garlic 
4. Fish
5. Chicken soup
6. Tea
7. Beef
8. Sweet Potatoes 
9. Mushrooms 
10. Grapefruit 

For more information on these foods or more food options visit 
prevention.com

TOP  10 FOODS THAT BOOST YOUR 
IMMUNE SYSTEM

As shown in a Gallup Poll done from January 2008 to April 2009, common 
cold occurrences increased during the winter months, with the highest rate of 
sickness being between October and March.

couRtesy FReediGitalPhotos.net



Aug. 23 - Oct. 19: Registration 
for  O-Trip 3-on-3 Basketball 
Tournament takes place Oct. 28  
For more information, call the 
Wellness Center at 405-682-
1611, ext. 7310.

Aug. 29 - Sept 23: Registration 
for OCCC Head Start Basketball 
league. Head Start is designed 
to introduce the sport of basket-
ball to children ages 4 to 7. For 
more information, call the Well-
ness Center at 405-682-1611, 
ext. 7310.

Oct. 15: OCCC’s Student 
Physical Therapist Assistants 
Program will be sponsoring a 
Zumbathon to benefit National 
Physical Therapy Month. Both 
land and Aqua Zumba will be of-
fered to participants. For more 
information, contact Jennifer 
Ball at 405-682-1611, ext. 7305.

Oct. 18: OCCC will be sponsor-
ing the Senior State Games. A  
series of activities that senior 
citizens in the community may 
take part in.  For more informa-
tion, call the Wellness Center at 
405-682-1611, ext. 7310.

All event news is due Monday 
by 5 p.m. for inclusion in 

the next issue. Email 
sportswriter@occc.edu.

SEAN M. TOLBERT
Sports Writer
sportswriter@occc.edu

 A transition to online registration 
may be the cause for a decrease in 
team enrollment for OCCC’s intra-
mural flag football league.

A consistent and popular fixture 
for OCCC’s Intramural sports pro-
gram, Flag Football registration for 
the fall season has fallen short of 
what was expected for the semester 
with only four teams being formed.

Wellness Center attendant Alex 
Savage said he believes that one of 
the reasons lies in the change to a 
predominantly online registration 
process that only a few students 
seem to be aware of.

“We use to have a sign-up sheet at 
the Wellness Center desk where stu-
dents could just sign their names,” 

Flag football league slow to form

Edward Smith, 15, throws a 
pass during OCCC hosted punt, 

kick and pass contest Sept.17. 
The event was organized by the 

OCCC Sports and Recreation 
department.  Smith placed 1st in 

the contest for the 14 and 15 year 
old age division.

Have sports news you 
want to share?

 e-mail Sean at:
sportswriter@occc.edu, 
call 405-682-1611, ext. 
7676, or drop by 1F2 

in the Arts and 
Humanities building.

SPORTS | Move toward online registration may hamper league development.

Savage said.
“Now they have to go to an intra-

mural league website and register a 
profile to form a team.”

IMLeagues.com, the website 
OCCC uses to organize intramural 
sports, is a national service that in-
cludes colleges such as  The Univer-
sity of Central Oklahoma, Wake For-
est University and Ole Miss among 
others and is a hub for registration, 
scheduling and record keeping for 
most collegiate intramural sports.

“Not a lot of students know about 
the website,” Savage said.

“Some students I talk to that do 
know about [the website] think it is 
too much of a hassle and they decid-
ed not to form a team.”

OCCC Sports and Recreation Spe-
cialist Eric Watson said the college’s 
use of the web service is still in a 
trial phase and that the evaluation of 

whether to continue using the ser-
vice is ongoing.

“We’re going to see how it does 
over the semester and decide from 
there if it’s something we’ll continue 
using,” he said.

Watson said that the current num-
ber of registered teams stands at 
four. 

In an attempt to boost the num-
ber of teams, they are now accepting 
completed paper registration forms 
as well as the online enrollment in 
order to prepare for the fall season.

“We’d like to see six teams form 
and any number above that is an 
added bonus,” Watson said.

Registration is ongoing and any 
students who may be interested in 
forming a team for the coming flag 
football season may do so by ei-
ther registering online at www.im-
leagues.com/schools/occc/registra-

All-Around Athlete

Rachel MoRRison/PioneeR

tion or by filling out a registration 
form located at the Wellness Center 
equipment desk.

Those interested in further reg-
istration information can visit the 
Wellness Center, located just inside 
entrance WC1 near Parking Lot E, 
or by calling 405-682-7860 or by go-
ing online to www.occc.edu
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Anniversary: Celebration educated students on college’s history
Continued from page 1
college’s history.

“I started working here this 
year, in January, and I enjoyed 
seeing pictures that showed 
how the college looked before. 
And it was great learning 
about where we come from, 
and where we’re going, and 
the mission of this college.” 
Taylor said.

Among the audience were a 
number of students from the 
Success in College and Life 
classes, said Amy Reynolds, 
first year experience programs 
coordinator.

The students were invited to 
the celebration both to learn 
more about the history of the 
college, and to give them a 
better understanding of the 
college’s values.

“We had a fairly good stu-
dent turnout, at least two 
whole classes, and about 10  
individual students that I saw,” 
Reynolds said. 

Reynolds also said that SCL 
students who attended had 
the opportunity to gain extra 
credit.

One part of the presenta-

tion Reynolds said she found 
particularly striking is the way 
the layout of the college has 
changed, reflecting the growth 
and needs of the students.

She said when the college was 
initially designed, there were 
no hard and fast classrooms.

“What they had instead was 
cubicle-like room dividers 
covered with carpet. So the 
classroom and offices would 
open over the top, and it was 
possible to hear what was going 
on in the rooms around you.”

But perhaps the biggest 

change in the college is the 
atmosphere, said Mary Turner, 
learning support specialist.

“This college was started as a 
small family; everybody knew 
everybody and they were really 
close. And the students who 
came in, they were just a part 
of the family,” Turner said.

“Now we’re big business. So 
even though we struggle to 
make it feel small and cozy, 
we’re not small and cozy.”

But the most important thing 
to take away from the presen-
tation, Turner said, is the fact 

that this has always been and 
still is, a community college.

“Our symbol is people in 
the community intertwined, 
holding hands and taking care 
of one another. 

“And that’s something we 
still try to do, even though 
it’s a greater challenge (than 
before),” Turner said. 

“The college was founded 
for the purpose of providing 
community. 

“And that’s something that, 
as an institution, we’re very 
proud of.”

Textbooks: Prices important to students
Continued from page 1
jor and concurrently 
enrolled student, ran 
into this problem at the 
beginning of the fall 
semester. 

“My parents tried to 
take a cheaper route 
with books this semes-
ter by ordering online 
with Amazon,” Lily 
said. “The books were 
cheaper, but I didn’t 
receive them in the time 
the site had quoted me.” 

Amazon also offers 
Amazon Prime for stu-
dents with a qualifying 
school email. Amazon 
Prime offers unlimited 
free two-day shipping 
for the first six months 
on qualifying orders, 
and costs $39 each 
additional year. Under 
Prime membership, 
orders can be shipped 
overnight for $3.99 per 
item.

Lily said she also ran 
into a problem where 
she didn’t receive what 
she ordered. 

“I ordered two differ-
ent books at the same 
time and received one 
but not the other,” Lily 
said. 

“A few days later the 
other book arrived but 
Amazon sent me the 
same book twice. It was 

a huge hassle.”
Textbook Brokers, 

7445 S.  May Ave., make 
it their goal to provide 
textbooks and materials 
to students for the low-
est price possible,  said 
John Beecher, market-
ing manager.

“We deal with more 
used book vendors than 
college bookstores, so 
it’s easier for us to of-
fer a bigger discount,” 
Beecher said.

He said book prices 
go up about 5 percent 
every six to 12 months 
a book is out.  

“At Textbook Brokers 
we are able to offer it at 
a better price the longer 
a book is out because 
there are more used 
copies,” Beecher said.

But not only students 
are having issues with 
the accessibility of text-
books. 

Some professors have 
become agitated be-
cause students don’t 
have the materials 
that are needed for the 
course.  

English Professor Su-
san Yingling said, when 
a student doesn’t have 
a textbook, it causes a 
strain on that student’s 
ability to prepare for the 

course.
“I had several stu-

dents come to me and 
complain that they 
couldn’t get the text-
book because the cam-
pus bookstore had sold 
out of them,” Yingling, 
said.

Brenda  Re in ke , 
OCCC Bookstore di-
rector, said an advan-
tage of buying from the 
bookstore versus other 
establishments is get-
ting the right materials.

She also said any prof-
it the bookstore makes 
benefits the college.

“There are different 
factors as to why a book 
is cheaper at different 
places, [and] there are 
times a student will 
come to me and say they 
found the same book 
cheaper somewhere 
else,” Reinke said. 

“It turns out it was 
not the same edition. It 
is cheaper to get older 
editions. Other times 
it may be the interna-
tional edition.” 

Reinke said there are 
times when there aren’t 
any copies of a book 
or few copies. This is-
sue is not always the 
mistake of the book-
store, she said, because 

sometimes it could be 
a professor forgot to 
submit their adoption 
on time. It also could be 
an inventory mistake. 

Yingling said she ran 
into an issue where the 
bookstore didn’t have 
the required texts her 
students needed.

“I contacted the Arts 
and Humanities de-
partment during the 
second week of classes 
about the shortage, and 
I was told the bookstore 
didn’t order the amount 
of books initially re-
quested,” Yingling said.

Reinke said students 
making textbook pur-
chases should practice 
“buyer beware.” 

“Look at what you 
are getting, and make 
sure you are getting the 
access codes if needed 
[when purchasing a 
book],” she said. 

“Talk with your pro-
fessor to find out what 
specifically you will 
need for the class,” Re-
inke said. 

“When selling books 
back, selling them to 
the OCCC bookstore 
will help fellow students 
with more copies of 
a book and a cheaper 
price.”

Read the pioneer online 
www.occc.edu/pioneer
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Here we are at roughly 
a quarter of the way into 
the fall semester and it is 
time to check on how our 
student organizations 
have fared getting back 
into the swing of things. 

According to a press 
release from Student 
Life OCCC has 31 active 
clubs, 26 of which were 
represented at the Lead-
ership Retreat before the 
start of the semester, 23 
at the Student Organiza-
tion Fair at the beginning 
of this month and two 
“new” clubs.These are the 
Gamer Guild of OCCC 
and the newly re-formed 
College Republicans.

The general outlook of 
progress this semester 
from those interviewed is 
positive; however, some 
clubs have had a slow 
launch.

One problem that 
seems to be common 
among some is member, 
and especially officer, 
retention.

Shaky start for some clubs 
COMMUNITY | Student organization officers speak about semester start.

‘Romeo and Juliet’ auditions to be held
Auditions for roles in OCCC’s production of 

William Shakespeare’s “Romeo and Juliet” will 
be held at 8 p.m. Monday, Sept. 26, and 8 p.m. 
Tuesday, Sept. 27, in room 1C5.

Brown Bag: Resumes
Student Life will be holding a workshop in 

partnership with Student Employment Services 
about the formatting and creation of resumes. 
The workshop will be held at Noon on Monday, 
Sept. 26 in CU1. For more information contact 
the office of Student Life at 405-682-7523

Evaluating Credible Sources on the Internet
The Communications Lab as part of its Writ-

ing Workshop Series will be discussing internet 
sources and their credibility from 11 a.m. and 
1 p.m. on Monday, Sept. 26 in CU2. For more 
information contact Nick Webb, at 405-682-
1611 ext. 7678 or visit http://www.occc.edu/
comlab/Workshops.html.

TRiO Open Orientations
The TRiO Student Support Services will host 

orientations for members and non-members 
alike at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 27, in CU-
1and 2 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 29, in 1X5. For 
more information, contact the TRiO office at 
405-682-7865.

American Buffalo
Performances of the play ‘American Buf-

falo’ will be held by the theater department 
at 7:30 p.m. from Thursday, Sept. 29 through 
Saturday,Oct. 1 in the Bruce Own theater. Tick-
ets will be free for students, faculty, and staff 
on Thursday, and $5 on Friday and Saturday. 
General Admission will be $10 for the commu-
nity. For more information contact Brent Noel 
at 405-682-1611 ext. 7246 or bnoel@occc.edu.

Service Day: Neighborhood Services
Student Life will be hosting students inter-

ested in volunteering at Neighborhood Services 
Organization from 12:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on 
Friday, Sept. 30. Students will meet in Student 
Life and transportation will be provided. For 
more information contact Jill Lindblad in the 
office of Student Life at 405-682-7523

Garage sale for scholarships
The Faculty Association Scholarship Com-

mitee will hold its annual garage sale from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 6,  and Friday, 
Oct. 7, in CU 1, 2 and 3. All proceeds will go 
toward student scholarships. Those who would 
like to make a donation should contact Librarian 
Linda Boatright at 405-682-1611, ext. 7468. 

All Highlights are due Tuesday by 5 p.m.
 for inclusion in the next issue. 

Highlight forms can be picked up in 
the Pioneer office, located in 1F2 of the 

AH building, just inside Entry 2.

Rachel MoRRison/PioneeR

Sweets to Save Sister State
Nursing major 

Jasmine Jamerson 
picks up a bag 

of chocolate chip 
cookies from 

computer science 
major Justin 

Rodgers and 
psychology major 

Jessica Lounsbury 
during the Texas 

Wild Fire Fundraiser 
Sept. 14 near the 

college union.

“ We are so fortunate for our club 
being able to pull together, pull from 

our resources, and make up for that –
that little bit of an issue there.”

—CandiCe Parker

native ameriCan Student aSSoCiation

“It started out a little 
hectic,” said Chris 
Camacho, vice presi-
dent of the Engineer-
ing Club and physics 
major. “We figured 
that when the new 
semester started we 
had a full set of officers, 
but our president quit 
over the summer.”

Other clubs on cam-
pus seem to agree with 
Camacho.

“We have had a little 
bit of that,” said Candice 
Parker, president of the 
Native American Student 
Association and music 
major. “We are so fortu-
nate for our club being 
able to pull together, pull 
from our resources, and 
make up for that  – that 
little bit of an issue there.”

Some key factors in 
coming off  the dormant 
period in the summer 
seem to be: doing elec-
tions before entering the 
summer, having at least 
one meeting in the sum-
mer having representa-
tion at the leadership 
retreat, and participating 
at the organization fair.

“At the end of last 

semester we started pre-
paring for the transition,” 
said Jorge Krzyzaniak, 
vice president of the 
Advocates of Peace, and 
diversified studies major. 

“We were able to get 
some new faces in there 
and more importantly 
those new people are 
rearing to go.

“The leadership retreat 
... gave our club a lot of 
visibility to other clubs, 
it helped the other clubs 
figure out what we’re 
all about and helped us 
reach out to these other 
clubs so that we can all 
work together for some 
positive action.”

Nikki McKiel, co-
president for the Gay 
Straight Alliance and 
pre-pharmacy/biology 
major said, “We were 
pretty organized with the 
things we want to do and 
how we want to go about 

doing them.”
GSA had representa-

tion in the retreat, and the 
Organization Fair as well 
as the summer project of 
having a float in the Gay 
Pride parade.

Other clubs had sum-
mer activities as well. 
For instance Kappa Beta 
Delta had a Business Bar-
becue over the summer 
that President Michael 
Southerland said con-
tributed to how well the 
club has done so far.

Overall student orga-
nizations are in a healthy 
position, with the average 
of those asked giving 
their club a B for the start 
of the semester.

For more information 
about any of the clubs, 
contact the Student Life 
Office at 405-682-7523 
or check www.occc.edu/
StudentLife and click join 
a club.
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Pioneer classified advertising 
is free to all enrolled OCCC 
students and employees for 
any personal classified ad. 
Ad applications must be 
submitted with IDs supplied 
by 5 p.m. Mondays prior to 
the publication date. For more 
information, call the Ad Manager 
at 405-682-1611, ext. 7674, 
or e-mail adman@occc.edu.

NEED HIGH QUALITY 
CHILD CARE 
ON CAMPUS 

WHILE YOU ATTEND 
CLASSES AT OCCC? 
For more information 

contact: 
Dr. Barb Carter at the 

OCCC CDCLS. 
 405-682-7561

READ THE PIONEER ONLINE FOR ALL 
THE LATEST IN CAMPUS NEWS!

www.occc.edu/pioneer

RESEARCH VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Researchers at OU Health Science Center need 

healthy volunteers ages 18 to 30, who have a 
parent with, or without a history of an alcohol or drug 

problem. Qualified participants will be 
compensated for their time.  

Call (405) 456-4303 to learn more about 
the study and to see if you qualify.

FOR SALE: 1994 Mazda 
Protege’, over 200,000 
miles, but very well main-
tained, good a/c. Stan-
dard. Priced to sell. Call: 
405-840-5334.

FOR SALE: Entertain-
ment center/bookshelf/TV 
stand has multiple uses for 
books, photos, etc. Maple 
color engineered lumber. 
$50. Email: 4allmypets@
gmail.com for photo.

FOR RENT: Nice bedroom 
in a house with other stu-
dents. $380 per month 
with all bills paid, including 
internet. Located in good 
neighborhood near 104th 
and Western. $100 depos-
it. No pets or indoor smok-
ing. Call:405-794-9999.

DO YOU ENJOY 
WRITING STORIES? 
ARE YOU A POET? 
IS PAINTING YOUR 

PASSION? 
CAN YOU CAPTURE 

LIFE ON FILM? 
Why not submit your 

entry to the
 OCCC Absolute literary 
anthology for possible

 publication?
Applications are avail-

able on the table outside 
the Arts and Humanities 

Division office.

INTERESTED IN VIDEO 
GAMES? Check out the 
OCCC Gaming Guild. Con-
tact: Mathew.J.Caldwell@
email.occc.edu.

FOR SALE:  Pecan, Bald-
win, upright electric piano. 
Great sound. Call: 405-
840-5334.

CAR FOR SALE: 2004 
VW Beetle, GLS. Two 
door, power windows,locks 
and steering. Leather inte-
rior. Sun roof. Cruise con-
trol. 71K miles. Excellent 
condition inside and out. 
Gets great gas mileage. 
$9,995./OBO. Call:405-
863-4195.

SUBLET AVAILABLE 
FOR OCTOBER: Fe-
male to share with 3 other 
friendly, clean, non-smok-
ing girls in a 4 bedroom, 
4 bath apartment. Rent is 
$369 per month, all bills 
included. Campus Lodge  
Apartments in Norman.  
Call for more information: 
405-368-5886. 
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BROADCASTER TO GO TO BAPTIST SEMINARY

Faith, beer and broadcasting
MIKE WORMLEY
Community Writer
Communitywriter@occc.edu

Sometimes our calling finds us. Sometimes 
we find it. And sometimes after getting turned 
about, things come full circle and we collide 
with it while neither of us is looking. For Kelly 
Haworth the last is true. 

From his appearance with his neatly cropped 
and balding head, black polo with “unibroue” 
emblazed over the heart, green-gray shorts and 
running shoes, one could picture this fellow as 
a beer deliveryman and not a broadcast major 
with aspirations for a later pastoral study.

This self-employed father of three dropped 
out of a broadcast journalism degree program 
in 1988 because of financial reasons to get into 
the restaurant business.

 He spent a great deal of time working jobs in 
the hospitality industry eventually becoming a 
manager at several restaurants. 

“I’m not the guy that picked one company,” 
Haworth said. “I’d learn things here and learn 
things there.”  

During much of the time in this period, from 
ages 18 to 28, he was a bar fly, turning away 
from the church that was “focused on outward 
appearances,” he said. 

While faith has always been a large portion of 
his life, he largely disagrees with the idea that 
there are “too many divisions in Christianity,” 
he said. 

“They divide over things that are trivial and 
focus on not going to the bar, instead of helping 

the guy that’s starving.”
An illustration of this, in his life, is also the 

pivotal event in which he chose to become a 
pastor. 

Prior to the birth of first child, Kelly started 
attending church more and going to the bar less. 

At one evening Bible study, he heard the story 
of a fellow who frequented a bar in town that 
paralleled his own story. 

After some time this gentleman fell ill and 
had to be cared for in his home. Hayworth said  
almost none of the congregation of his church 
came to visit him but “the [entire] bar he’d had 
forgotten about did.” 

In that moment he railed against what the 
church is, and internally vowed to change it.

In 1999 he set out to find a Bible college that 
offered pastoral studies. Though many of his 
options were unaccredited, last year he found 
the New Orleans Baptist Seminary that was. 

As if life had a sense of humor, this school’s 
online program requires that a student have 
an associate’s degree, any associate’s degree, to 
enroll, which brings Kelly here to complete his 
broadcasting degree.  

Hayworth said he intends to graduate from 
OCCC this summer. He said he believes staying 
in the broadcast journalism degree will help his 
diction through audio classes. 

He hopes to have the ability to write so he 
may “have the opportunity in the church and 
in the secular world for income.”  

Also Hayworth believes that “any type com-
munication will help” him to tell others about 
his faith. 

General Employers:
Abuelo’s 
Accel Financial Staffing
ACS, A Xerox Company
AmeriPlan USA
Apex Systems
Association of OK General Contractors
Air Force Reserve
Avon Products
Bank of Oklahoma
Banker’s Life & Casualty
Braum’s Ice Cream & Dairy
Buy For Less
Children’s Center
City National Bank
City of Midwest City
Cox Communications
Dell Inc.
DeVry University
Enterprise Holdings
Eskimo Joe’s Clothes
Exploration Services
FACTOR
Farmers Insurance

Fastenal
Feed the Children
Fox25 & CW34
Frito-Lay
Gordman’s
Greater OKC Chamber
H&R Block
Insure Oklahoma
Jack In The Box
Jackson Hewitt Tax Service
James Avery
K2 Firm, LLC
Key Energy Services
Liberty Tax Service
MACU
Metropolitan Library
MidFirst Bank
Morton Buildings Inc
NFIB
OCCC Recreation & Fitness
ODOT
OU Center for Public Management
OU College of Liberal Studies
Pinnacle Business Systems

Pioneer Library Systems
Platt College
Primerica
Prodrivers
Renda Broadcasting
Rent-a-Center
Saks 5th Avenue Off Fifth
Sam’s Club
Sitel 
SOS Staffing
Southern Nazarene Univ.
Staffmark
Summit Business Systems
Sunbelt Staffing
TanMar Rentals LLC
Target
Teleflora
Traditions Spirits
UPS
US Army
USIC
Vaughn Foods Inc.
Vericrest Financial
Veterans Workforce

Investment Program
Waffle House
West Business Services
Wiring Solutions

Job Fair Vendors

Health Employers:
Aspire Home Care
Career Staff Unlimited
Carter Healthcare
Comanche County 
Memorial Hospital
Focus on Function 
Functional Rehab
HCR Manor Care
Immediate Care of OK
Integris Health
Kindred Care
Oklahoma Blood Institute
Oklahoma City University
Oklahoma Therapy Institute
OU College of Pharmacy
OSU Medical Center Trust
Peters Agency Home Care
And more...


