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OCCC student jobs available; orientation planned

Renitta Server, Black Student Association treasurer, Jiapeng Song, Asian 
Student Association president, and Diamond Ramirez, ASA public relations 
officer, brainstorm ideas during the 2010 Spring Leadership Workshop. Student 
teams were asked to list ideas to offer their club members better services.

Mark SMith/Pioneer

Student leaders network, share ideas

EMPLOYMENT SERVICES TO HOST TWO INFORMATIVE SESSIONS

See LEADERS page 9

MARK SMITH
Editor
editor@occc.edu

OCCC club mem-
bers learned how to be 
better leaders during a 
workshop Jan. 23 at the 
Oklahoma City National 
Memorial and Museum.

The 2010 Spring Lead-
ership Workshop’s theme 
— “Listen, Lead, Suc-
ceed” — was developed 
to help the college’s club 
and organization officers 
become better leaders, 
said Darin Behara, Stu-
dent Life director. 

About 50 students at-
tended.

“Student clubs and or-
ganizations are a tremen-
dous benefit to students,” 
Behara said.

“Statistics show that 
students who participate 
in activities on campus 
have better grades and 
become more successful 
students and people.”

Student Life designed 
activities for the retreat 
around the workshop’s 
theme, he said.

During one exercise, 

ADAM HOLT
Staff Writer

Students looking for jobs on campus are invited to 
attend the Student Jobs Orientation, said Judi McGee, 
Employment Services coordinator.

The sessions will be held from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
and 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 9, in room CU3.

Karen Schmidt, Human Resources specialist, will 
speak about the job board — the OCCC’s online job 
listing, McGee said.

McGee said there are approximately 200 jobs stu-
dents may apply for.

“Although not all jobs posted are available, job pos-
sibilities include receptionist, customer service, tutors 

for math, working in the child center, information 
technology positions and the Communications Lab,” 
she said.

The IT and Communications Lab positions require 
certain coursework before someone would be eligible 
to hire, McGee said. 

Campus jobs can be a very competitive market, she 
said, so it is in student’s best interest to come prepared.

“It is important to make yourself as attractive a 
candidate as possible,” McGee said. 

Applicants should bring a résumé, cover letter and 
transcript to increase the chances of being hired, she 
said.

“We will be happy to help people set those up,” 
McGee said.

Campus event
WHAT: Student Jobs 
Orientation.

WHEN: 11:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. and 12:30 to 
1:30 p.m. Feb. 9 in CU3.

DETAILS: Students will 
learn how to apply for 
campus jobs.

CONTACT: Judi McGee, 
Employment Services 
coordinator, at 405-682-
1611, ext. 7369.

students listed ideas 
their organization could 
use to promote educa-
tion, community service, 
social events and fund-
raising.

Students seemed to 
like the ideas presented 
by other students.

Jiapeng Song, broad-
casting major and Asian 
Student Association 
president, said she would 
use some of the ideas to 
promote her club and 
offer activities for other 
students.

“Since I became presi-
dent during the middle 
of the last semester, I 
didn’t have the benefit 
of the training offered 
through the workshop,” 
Song said. “Now I feel 
better prepared.”

In another activity, 
Behara told students to 
stand up and look a stu-
dent they had never met 
before in the eyes.

Behara then had stu-
dents repeat humorous 
lines. He said this would 
help students to connect 
and network.

Behara also announced 

a new award system for 
clubs and organizations.

Starting this semester, 
he said, organizations 
will be named to the 

President’s, Vice Presi-
dent’s, and Dean’s Award 
Levels.

The organizations will 
be awarded additional 

funding for completing 
the criteria of each of 
these levels, he said.



Not all aid relief is beneficial
In a simple definition, the word “donation” means 

to donate or give something to somebody as help.
Though the word itself sounds sacred and pure, 

reality is not that simple because 
of too many corrupt people.

Every year different chari-
ties, foundation, churches and 
organizations donate billions of 
dollars to developing countries 
around the world. 

Does anybody know whether 
the money is used in proper 
way or not? Does anybody keep 
track of all those funds that go 
to the developing countries?

If asked, many of these or-
ganizations could not prove 
whether every penny of their 

donation is used for its intended purpose.
If only all those donations were used to help people, 

then there wouldn’t be poverty around the world, 
and people wouldn’t have died from hunger and 
preventable diseases.

Most of the donations sent from the U.S. and 

Europe go to economically-developing countries. 
A big problem of those countries is corruption, due 
to that they are still underdeveloped and living in 
poverty and hunger.  

The donation that goes to those developing coun-
tries is often mismanaged and sent into the bank 
accounts of corrupt people.

Donations sent under the direct supervision of the 
United Nations World Health Organization is a good 
way to avoid corruption. 

Other reputable aid agencies include the Red Cross, 
World Bank, Asian Development Bank.

Take U.S. response to the massive earthquake which 
struck Haiti as a good example.

The U.S. government has mobilized resources and 
people to aid in the relief effort. That’s the best option 
any government can choose rather than sending just 
money for the relief.

Sending clothes, food and other necessary items 
rather than money also plays an important role in 
eliminating the corruption. 

Sending the donations to only a trustworthy per-
son or organization is also a better option to prevent 
such activities. 

To the editor:
As a former graduate 

of the EMS program  and 
current OCCC student 
… I am contacting you 
regarding a trip to Haiti 
I have an oppurtunity to 
participate in. 

I am trying to raise 
$1,500 to cover airfare 
and the things that I will 
take with me. 

I will be participating 
in a medical relief mis-
sion as a Paramedic. 

We will either be as-

Mark PariSi/offtheMark.coM

Student appeals for help
signed to work in the 
city of Port Au Prince or 
possibly shipped out to 
the many tent cities that 
have been set up.

We will provide ev-
erything from basic first 
aid to surgery and every-
thing in between. 

The crew will leave Feb. 
6th and return Feb. 13.

We will be bringing ev-
erything with us needed 
from sleeping gear to 
food to medical supplies. 

If you would like to 

become involved [and] 
contribute financially, 
any help would be great-
ly appreciated. Please 
send a check to: Journey 
Church, Attn: Kristopher 
Boyd, Finance Director, 
P.O. Box 72276, Norman, 
Okla.  73070

If you would like to 
partner up with me 
put Curtis Rhodes in 
the memo sect ion.
THANKS!!

—Curtis Rhodes
OCCC Student

EDITORIAL | People must be careful when sending donationations

YOUR VOICE | OCCC just as good as any other college

BISHAL
MALLA

While donating money, only donate through well 
recognized organization and make sure they work 
under the supervision of United Nation or Red Cross.

If you are sending the donation to a person, make 
sure you read their agenda and tell them you need 
the proof and receipt of every penny they spent from 
the donated fund.

 It is a sad reality, but the suffering people of Haiti 
and other poor countries can be harmed in times of 
urgent need by corrupt people in their midst.

Breastfeeding a safeguard 
Breastfeeding is an important way to safeguard infant health during flu 

season, when colds and respiratory infections are common.  
Registered Lactation Consultant and Oklahoma Breastfeeding Hotline 

Coordinator Cristina Pickle says, “Yes, mothers provide immunity that only 
they can give their babies when they breastfeed.  Exclusive breastfeeding 
conveys the greatest amount of protection. ”

According to the American Academy of Pediatrics, a mother with seasonal 
or H1N1 flu should drink plenty of fluids, rest, continue to breastfeed, and 
monitor herself for any fever. Mothers should wash hands often and wear 
masks when nursing their babies, to prevent sharing the virus with their 
babies.

The Oklahoma State Department of Health urges mothers, health care 
workers, and communities at large to promote, support, and encourage 
breastfeeding, which provides infants with antibodies that can help fight 
illness and disease.

—Pamela Williams
Oklahoma State Department of Health

2 • JANUARY 29, 2010 PIONEER | OCCC.EDU/PIONEER

OPINION

IONEER
OKLAHOMA CITY COMMUNITY COLLEGEP

Mark Smith....................................Editor
Justin Combs....................Senior Writer
Whitney Knight................Club Reporter
Landa McClure............Sports Reporter
Ethan Hendricks...................Staff Writer
Adam Holt............................Staff Writer
Chavon McMillian.................Staff Writer

Jennifer Pearsall..............Photographer
Cynthia Praefke.................Ad Manager
Kevin Mitchell......Advertising Assistant
John Weis............................Webmaster
Chris Lusk........................Lab Assistant
Ronna Austin.....................Lab Director
Sue Hinton....................Faculty Adviser

7777 S. May 
Oklahoma City, OK 73159

phone:
405-682-1611, ext. 7409

e-mail:
editor@occc.edu

The PIONEER is a publication of Oklahoma City 
Community College through the Division of Arts and 
Humanities. It is published weekly during the 16-week 
fall and spring semesters and the eight-week summer 
session.

Opinions expressed are those of the author and do not 
necessarily represent those of the PIONEER, the college 
or the publisher.

The PIONEER welcomes letters to the editor and 
encourages the use of this publication as a community 
forum. All letters must include the author’s name, address, 
phone number and signature. E-mail letters should include 
all but the signature. The PIONEER will withhold the author’s 
name if the request is made in writing. The PIONEER has 

the right to edit all letters and submissions for length, libel 
and obscenity. Letters should be fewer than 250 words. 
Students must list their major. OCCC staff and faculty 
must list their work title. 

Letters to the editor can be submitted to the PIONEER 
office, located on the second floor of the Main Building, 
across from the elevator, mailed to 7777 S. May Ave., 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 73159, faxed to 405-682-7843, or 
submitted via e-mail to editor@occc.edu with a phone 
number for verification included. The PIONEER ONLINE 
also can be accessed on the Internet at www.occc.edu/
pioneer.

Color printing this semester is paid for, in part, from a 
grant from OPUBCO Communications Group.

Vol. 38 No. 19



Are you thinking about transferring to a four-
year institution? Did you know there is an office 
on campus to help you with your transition? 
The Transfer Center offers many services to get 
you headed in the right direction.

Campus Tours
The Transfer Center takes groups of students 

to college campuses to meet with staff, students 
and advisers. Students also get a tour of the 
campus. 

The dates for the spring semester are: 
• University of Oklahoma — Wednesday, Feb. 

10 and Thursday, April 8.
• University of Central Oklahoma — Thurs-

day, Feb. 18 and Wednesday, March 31.
• Oklahoma State University — Thursday, 

Feb. 11.

Transfer Fair
Every semester the Transfer Center brings 

in more than 30 four-year institutions that are 
here to recruit you. This semester, the Transfer 
Fair will be from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Wednesday, 
Feb. 24, in the Mail Building.

Transfer Guide
This resource has a lot of great information 

on transferring. It has questions to ask when 
considering where to transfer, scholarship 
information and university contact informa-
tion. These books are available in the Academic 
Advising office.

Transfer Center Web site
You can find useful links at www.occc.

edu/TransferCenter, including the Transfer 
Equivalency Guides and the Transfer Calendar. 
The Equivalency Guides allow you to look up 
classes you have taken at OCCC and see how 
they will transfer to various institutions. The 
Transfer Calendar has the days and times of all 
of the campus visits from four-year institution 
representatives. 

Campus Visits
Most days, you will find a four-year repre-

sentative on our campus. The reps are here to 
answer your questions. 

The days and times of their visits are listed 
on the Transfer Center Web site and are posted 
outside of the Academic Advising office. 

For questions or to sign up for campus tours, 
please contact Sara McElroy at smcelroy@occc.
edu or 405-682-7567. 

—Sara McElroy
Transfer and Academic 

Advising Coordinator

Alumni put on dazzling show
CULTURAL ARTS REVIEW | Cruz, Calderon showcase talents

Don’t fear the end of 
the world. Fear what 
happens next.

Or, fear the gang of 
white-skinned mutants 
who roam your space-
ship in search of their 
next meal: you. 

“Pandorum,” a creepy 
concoction of science fic-
tion, horror, mind games 
and a dash of mystery, 
crash-landed into living 
rooms everywhere with 
its DVD release Jan. 19.  

The post-apocalyptic 
thriller mostly revolves 
around two astronauts, 
Bower (Ben Foster) and 
Payton (Dennis Quaid), 
after they awaken from 
their extended hyper-

sleep to find themselves 
alone and amnesiac 
aboard the Elysium, a 
60,000-passenger sleeper 
ship.

As they frantically ex-
plore their vessel for any 
further signs of life, the 
men quickly — and hor-
rifically — realize they 
are, in fact, not alone. 

The journey is not an 
entirely satisfying one 
— in fact, it is a little 
disappointing.

The story itself is 
promising but unneces-
sarily complicated. 

It drags monotonously 
for the first half of the 
film and flies by for 
the second, including 

an abrupt ending that 
leaves many questions 
unanswered and many 
viewers frustrated. 

However, the flick is far 
from a complete disaster. 

The acting work is 
superb — much bet-
ter than a film like this 
deserves. The special 
effects and make-up are 
more than decent, and 
the humanoid monsters 
will give you nightmares 
for weeks. 

And a surprising, 
mind-bending twist to-
wards the end of the 
movie is almost enough 
to make up for the film’s 
derivative storyline. But 
only almost. 

The most impressive 
thing about “Pandorum” 
is possibly the DVD 
itself: it is crammed full 
of several ‘making-of ’ 
and ‘behind-the-scenes’ 
featurettes, still photo 
galleries, an audio com-
mentary, and a whopping 
16 deleted and alterna-
tive scenes. 

If you are a devout 
fan of sci-fi or horror 
flicks, the extras alone 
are worth a rental at your 
nearest DVD store. 

Otherwise, you’d best 
leave “Pandorum” drift-
ing in space. 

Rating: C
—Whitney Knight

Staff Writer

Plenty of extras make ‘Pandorum’ 
DVD appealing to sci-fi, horror fans

DVD REVIEW | Film’s story promising, but complicated

If you are a music and 
dance enthusiast, then 
you would have enjoyed 
the evening performance 
of  Edgar Cruz and Shan-
non Calderon-Primeau 
on campus Jan. 26. 

Professional Latino 
musician Cruz and pro-
fessional Latina dancer 
Calderon-Primeau hit 
the floor of the Bruce 
Owen Theater and per-
formed for an audience 
of 173 people with great 
enthusiasm. 

The audience not only 
enjoyed the music of 
Cruz and dancing of 
Calderon-Primeau, but 
also got to see a tradi-
tional Spanish flamenco 
dance performed by eight 
dancers. 

The show kicked off 
with the mixture of three 
songs “Cancion del Ma-
riachi,” “Quizas, quizas, 

quizas” and “Guantana-
mera.” 

Calderon-Primeau 
then danced as Cruz 
played a classical me-
dely which included 
“Greensleeves,” “Ode to 
Joy,” “In The Hall of The 
Mountain King” and 
“William Tell Overture.”

The audience clapped 
their hands and snapped 
their fingers with the 
beats of Cruz’s guitar.

Cruz seemed to enjoy 
the participation of the 
audience.

The show became even 
more entertaining when 
Cruz asked the audience 
to shout out “tequila” and 
“la bamba.” He also gave 
a tribute to his father, 
Manuel Cruz, by playing 
traditional Spanish hits.

The second half of the 
show made the audience 
even more excited. 

Edgar Cruz and Shannon Calderon-Primeau

Cruz started with an 
acoustic-hits medley 
which included “Stair-
way to Heaven,” “Dust 
in the Wind,” “Live and 
Let Die” and “Hotel 
California.”

The audience clapped 
their hands and moved 
slowly with the tunes of 

his guitar. 
Cruz and Calderon-

Primeau worked togeth-
er beautifully to bring an 
incredible performance 
to OCCC.

It was a fantastic show.
Rating: A

—Bishal Malla
Staff Writer
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CHAVON MCMILLIAN
Staff Writer

The health care industry 
in the U.S. is currently at a 
standstill, waiting to see what 
the proposed federal health 
care bill will bring, said Jeff 
Yanchick, an instructor for 
OCCC’s Pharmacy Technician 
program. 

While the industry may 
be in unknown territory, the 
demand for pharmacy tech-
nicians continues to be on an 
upward slope, he said.  

Yanchick, a pharmacist for 
20 years, received his bachelor’s 
degree in pharmacy from the 
University of Oklahoma and 
has taught at OCCC for 15 
years. 

Yanchick said he has watched 
the job posts for pharmacy 
technicians increase over the 
last six months and does not 
expect to see it decline anytime 
soon.

Corporate Learning also is 

Pharmacy class fills quickly with eager job hunters
seeing an increase in interest 
for the Pharmacy Technician 
program being offered this 
semester.

They are overwhelmed 
with unexpected high enroll-
ment for the non-credit 32-
week program, said Rhonda 
Cantrell, corporate learning 
specialist

“We have already filled the 
Feb.2 class for the Pharmacy 
Technician program,” she said. 

“We have 25 (students) cur-
rently waiting to be placed in 
another class.” 

Francine Gissy, corporate 
learning consultant, said more 
than three classes will have to 
be offered this year. Two classes 
will start Feb.2 and a third is 
already planned for May.

The Pharmacy Technician 
Program concludes with cer-
tification upon completion. 
To enroll, students must have 
a clean criminal record, either 
a GED or high school diploma, 
and basic math skills.

Yanchick said there are three 
main reasons this position is in 
high demand: cost reduction, 
state mandates on pharmacists, 
and growth in the number 

of citizens over the age of 65 
who utilize the majority of 
prescriptions.  

“Cost reduction is the goal 
of most businesses,” he said.  
Pharmacists get paid more 
than pharmacy techs but 
properly trained individuals 
can handle some actions per-
formed by pharmacist.

In addition, pharmacists are 
being asked to do more.

CHAVON MCMILLIAN
Staff Writer

Pathways Middle College 
students sponsored a fund-
raiser so a child’s grave could 
be marked with a proper 
tombstone.

Leukemia claimed the life of 
nursing student Jami Watters’ 
2-year old son, Jamison Ben-
nett Watters, on Oct. 23. 

Costly medical bills and 
funeral arrangements has 
prevented the family from 
having the funds to purchase 
a headstone, said Amanda 
Davis, Pathways Middle Col-
lege teacher.

A bake sale Jan. 22 raised 
$768 toward the headstone, 
Davis said. 

Bake sale proceeds used for headstone
Most people who gave mon-

ey did not take the baked 
goods, but donated what they 
could, she said.

Davis said she has been a 
friend of the Watters family 
for several years and didn’t 
hesitate in doing a fundraiser 
for young Jamison. 

She spoke to her students 
about the family’s need to com-
memorate his life and “they 
wanted to help,” she said. 

Michael Rider, Pathways 
sophomore, is one of many 
who volunteered at the sale.

“It’s a good cause for the little 
boy,” Rider said. “It feels good 
to be helping.”

Watters said her son was a 
happy child with a big grin. 

She said when she goes to 

his resting place, she wants 
to see his smile permanently 
engraved on his headstone.

But more money is needed, 
said Amanda Robinson, Wat-
ters’ sister.

 “We are about $2,000 shy 

PATHWAYS STUDENTS LEND A HELPING HAND

Jamison Bennett Watters

of getting the headstone Jami 
wants,” Robinson said.

Watters said she was grateful 
for everyone who has offered 
their help in her time of need.

“Words do not even express 
how touched we are,” Watters 
said. 

Jamison loved reading books 
and doing puzzles. His favorite 
movie was “Toy Story,” Robin-
son said.

“He was laid back but could 
tear up a room in a heartbeat,” 
Robinson said, with a light-
hearted laugh. 

Jamison’s life has taught 
Watters to live life as though it 
might not last, she said.

“Hug your children tighter,” 
Watters said. 

Watters promised to make 

her son proud and to “be a bet-
ter nurse, and a better person.”

Jamison leaves behind his 
parents Jami and Stephen Wat-
ters and his 4-year old brother 
Tyler.

In tears, Watters said she 
knows even in death Jamison 
is touching other lives.

How to help
People who would like donate 
to the Watters family can:

• Call Amanda Davis at 405-
682-1611, ext. 7495.

• Visit any First Fidelity 
Bank and contribute to The 
Jamison Bennett Watters 
Memorial Fund.

Extra sections 
added as industry 
demands increase

“Legal mandates are now 
placed on pharmacists to do 
counseling and consultations 
with clients,” Yanchick said. 

“These things take time away 
from filling prescriptions and 
the pharmacies are getting 
backed up.”

CORRECTION
In the Jan. 22 issue of the Pioneer, operating hours for 

the Student Computer Center were incorrectly reported. 
The correct hours are: Monday through Thursday: 7:30 
a.m. to 10:45 p.m.; Friday: 7:30 a.m. to 8:45 p.m.; Saturday: 
8 a.m. to 4:45 p.m.
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Student Life collects
donations for Haiti
WHITNEY KNIGHT
Staff Writer
staffwriter1@occc.edu

In an effort to help the di-
saster-stricken people of Haiti, 
Student Life has partnered 
with the American Red Cross 
to collect cash donations for 
earthquake victims, said Darin 
Behara, Student Life director. 

Behara said collection jars 
have been placed in the Student 
Life office, College Bookstore, 
and in the cafeteria and food 
court areas of the College 
Union.

“It doesn’t matter if you do-
nate your leftover lunch money 
or a hundred dollars,” Behara 
said. “It will help.” 

Though it is unclear how 
much money has been raised at 

this time, Behara 
said, he   has 

w i t n e s s e d 
many stu-
dents de-

positing 

coins and cash into the jars. 
“Students are responding to 

the effort,” he said. 
The relief effort will continue 

for several more weeks, Behara 
said. 

“As long as we receive dona-
tions, we will keep this run-
ning,” he said. 

In addition, Behara said, stu-
dents who would prefer to write 
a check may do so by making it 
payable to the Red Cross. 

 Ronald Steelman, computer 
science major, said he is glad the 
college is taking the initiative to 
help the citizens of Haiti.

“I think it’s very important to 
help people, especially during 
natural disasters such as these,” 
Steelman said.   

The tragedy hit close to home 
for one student, said Sunny 
Garner, International Student 
Services coordinator. 

“We do have one student 
from Haiti,” Garner said. 

“There was a period of time 
when he could not reach his 
family. 

“It was really hard for him 
to concentrate on things like 
school without knowing if they 
were OK or not.” 

She said the student was 
eventually able to make contact 
with his family several days 
after the quake. 

“They were able to talk very 
briefly on the phone,” Garner 
said. “They are all safe.” 

For more information, con-
tact Student Life at 405-682-
7523.

Photo illuStration by 
landa Mcclure/Pioneer

Jazz artist’s works to be displayed

JENNIFER MASSEY
Staff Writer
staffwriter3@occc.edu

An professional photography 
exhibit celebrating jazz music 
will open on campus Feb. 3. 

“The Art of Jazz: The Pho-
tographs of Dan White” will 
be on display in the art gallery 
in the Visual and Perform-
ing Arts Center from Feb. 3 
through March 5, said Lemuel 
Bardeguez, Cultural Programs 
director.

The series features photo-
graphs of Kansas City-based 
jazz musicians including Rusty 
Tucker, Speedy Huggins, Milt 
Abel and Pearl Thustin.

According to White’s Web 
site, White stated he felt it was 
imperative to shoot the series.

“I wanted to capture some 

of this feeling before it slipped 
away,” White stated.

A Pulitzer Prize winner, 
White spent 20 years complet-
ing the collection of black-
and-white photographs of 50 
of Kansas City’s most revered 
jazz musicians, Bardeguez said.

He said White’s images of jazz 
performers playing their instru-
ments and women singing in 
evening gowns are a nostalgic 
tribute to Kansas City’s contri-
bution to American jazz. 

White captured his subjects 
in their element, doing what 
they loved, Bardeguez said.

“I began photographing jazz 
musicians in 1987,” White stat-
ed. “They had a certain sound. 
When they were on, there was 
nothing like it.”

White’s work has been fea-
tured in several shows including 

the Kodak Gallery in Rochester, 
N.Y., and “Lost Boys of Sudan” 
at the Lightbox Gallery in Kan-
sas City in 2003.  

His commercial work in-
cludes Sprint, Hallmark, Kodak, 
Pepsi and Wal-Mart. 

White’s regional notoriety 
and artistic talent were what 
drew Bardeguez to commission 
the series, he said.

Bardeguez said art is an inte-
gral part of education, and the 
college is firmly committed to 
bringing the arts to the students 
and the community.

Photography professor Ran-
dy Anderson echoed Barde-
guez.

Anderson said the exhibit 
gives students the opportunity 
to see how exhibits work.

“I’m excited,” he said. “It will 
be a really good exhibit.”

MARK SMITH
Editor
editor@occc.edu

By signing an Executive Order on 
Jan. 21 banning state employees from 
texting while driving, Gov. Brad Henry 
has taken a stand to reduce traffic ac-
cidents caused by texting. 

The ban will go into effect, Feb. 1.
President Paul Sechrist said he sup-

ports the directive.
“The evidence clearly shows that driv-

ers who are distracted while texting or 
reading messages put everyone on the 
road at risk,” Sechrist said.

“It is a safety issue for all employees 
while driving. 

“We want our employees to be as 
safe as possible while driving and on 
college business.”

The order will prohibit state em-

ployees from texting while driving a 
government-owned vehicle, driving a 
personal vehicle while on government 
business, or when using electronic 
equipment supplied by the state.

According to the directive, “text mes-
sages cause drivers to take their eyes 
off the road and at least one hand off 
the wheel, endangering both the driver 
and others.”

“There really is no way someone can 

be an alert and responsible driver while 
he or she is also reading or typing out 
keys on a small keyboard,” Henry stated. 

“This is a matter of common sense.”
Henry said he wants the directive 

to serve as a model for all Oklahoma 
motorists.

For more information about the 
directive, visit www.gov.ok.gov.

To read the directive in its entirety, 
visit the Pioneer Online.

OCCC employees banned from texting while driving
GOV. BRAD HENRY SIGNS EXECUTIVE ORDER

“The Art of Jazz: The 
Photographs of Dan White” 
will be on display in the art 
gallery in the Visual and 
Performing Arts Center from 
Feb. 3 through March 5, said 
Lemuel Bardeguez, Cultural 
Programs director.

Shown is one of White’s 
subjects, Ahmad Alaadeen, 
a jazz tenor and soprano 
saxophonist from the Kansas 
City area.

The series also features 
photographs of Kansas City-
based jazz musicians includ-
ing Rusty Tucker, Speedy 
Huggins, Milt Abel and Pearl 
Thustin.

Photo courteSy dan White
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Jordan Abbott, Andrea Adams, 
Adeola Adebayo, Yesenia Aguilar, 
Robert Ahboah, Ihsan Ahmad, 
Sunbal Ahmad, Kelsey  Akin, 
Sarah Akram, Oluwafemi Alade-
mehin, Lucia Alguindigue, Jamie  
Aliabadi, Heather Allen.

Deborah Alvarez-Septier, Da-
vid Amarquaye, Sarah Amin, 
Kathleen Anders, Summer An-
derson, Jennifer  Ansell, Anitrice 
Anthony, Ashley Arbour, Mary 
Armitage, Kaley Arthurs, Umair 
Asghar, Ruby Asif. 

Chancey Babb, Miranda Baier, 
Karen Baker, Dustin Baker, Dilip 
Balami, Victoria Ball, Amber 
Barado, Stephanie Barbee, Holly  
Bates, Andrew Beard, Michelle  
Beasley, Darla Beck, Cheri Beda, 
Deborah Behrens, Devin Beier.

Christopher Belew, Amy Bend-
er, Laura  Benge, Jesse Benson, 
Jessica Benson, Branton Bentley, 
La-Donna Berry, Parameshor 
Bhandari, Ma Cleofe  Blackburn, 
Sara Blackwood, Johnny Blanco. 

Tyler  Blaylock, Jennifer Boats-
man, Jonathan Bogle, Donny Bo-
hanan, Calvin Bohanan, Teresa 
Boles, Carmen Bollinger, Mat-
thew Borrelli, Ciprian Borta, Seir-
ra Bowman, Tyler Boyd, Julianne 
Bragg, Logan Branscum. 

Trent Bridgeman, James Brit-
tain, Colleen Broms, Alison  
Brown, Chad Bruner, David  
Buchanan, Robbert Bui, Ma-
ria  Buksh, Stephen Buller, Mary 
Burden, Rebecca Burgess, Chris-
topher Camacho, Jennifer Camp-
bell, Kristopher Campbell. 

Nathan Cannon, Mia Can-
tu, Elizabeth Carreon, Michael 
Casey, Damaris Castro, Ali Ar-
slan  Chaudahry, I-Chun Chen, 
Aaron Chenoweth, Travis Cherry, 
Jack Chinn, Yunsuk Cho, Badrea 
Christofferson.

Cyndi Christopher, Danica 
Cindell, Taylor Clark, Donovan 
Clayton, Raegan Clement, Sarah 
Clifton, Chad Clingman, Ef-
fie Clispo, Amy Cluck, Rosalina  
Cobble, Lori Colbart, Michelle 
Cole, Tsugi  Coleman, Lashawna 
Collins, Scotti Collins. 

Christopher Conklin, Natalie  
Conner, Brenton Conrad, Kenna 
Copeland, Deavon Coppock, Paul 
Cox, Hannah Cox, Ryan Cox, Ed-
vin Coyoy, Angela Cramer, Lane 
Crawford, Karmen Creach, San-

dra  Crofford, Michael Crook, 
Benjamin Crouch, Kelsey Crow-
ell, Tobra Crownover. 

Courtney Cullins, Jonathan 
Curtin, Luis Damazo, Steve Dam-
azo, Oanh Dang, Huy  Dang, Anh  
Dang, Sable Davis, Krystal Davis, 
Christy De Lara, Kenia De Leon, 
Nathan Deal, Paul Deason, Adri-
ana Delira, Annette Dillingham, 
Fabrice Dingbulla, Khoi Dinh.

Tori Dixon, Tran Doan, Jus-
tin Dotson, Karie Dove, Tracy 
Driggers, Clinton  Driskill, Lacia 
Dunn, Tabatha  Dunn, Michael 
Dyer, Jessica Eagle, Vickie  Easton, 
Tierney Eden, Ryan Edwards, Jer-
emy Elkins, Michelle Ellington, 
Destavie  Ellis, Ashley Ellis. 

Stefanie Ellis, Timothy Elsen, 
Sara Ely, Jose Escapa, Dorian Es-
tebane, Christopher Estel, Melissa 
Ethridge, Samantha Evans, Ijeoma 
Ezeokeke, Michelle Farley, Mary 
Fillmore, Ja’Mae Fitzgivens, Cas-
sidy Fitzpatrick, Anthony Foster. 

Emily Franklin, David  Frantz, 
Christopher Freeman, Amanda 
Freeman, Kasey Freier, Katelynn 
Fry, Joshua Fulks, Pratik  Gajurel, 
Elizabeth  Gallegos, John  Gard-
ner, Imelda Garner, Nathaniel 
Garnett, Cori Garrod, Leah Gary. 

Andrew Gasper, Gladdys 
George, Joel Gifford, Brian  Gil-
bert, Marla Gilliland, Paul Gil-
more, Mark Gingrass, Jared  Gip-
son, Albana  Gjata, Erika Glenn, 
Tiffany Glover, Adam Gogan, 
Christopher  Goines, Juan Gomez. 

Andrew  Gonzales, Jacob Gon-
zalez, Christopher Gordon, Mel-
vin Gower, Jason Gower, Can-
dace Graves, Casey Green, Jayson 
Gregg, Michelle Griffin, Lydia  
Grimes, Angela Grissom, Brook-
lyn Gulbransen, Nadeeka Guna-
pala Siriwardana, Celia Gunn-
Zaboli. 

Lonnette Guyton, Emmanuel  
Gyebi, Jennifer Hader, Shawn 
Hagan, Amy  Halasa, Dale Hal-
brook, Eric Hallford, Misty Ham-
ilton, Mark Hammons, Kenneth 
Hammons, Julianne Hanger, 
Christopher Hanna, Lori Hansen. 

Evan Hardesty, Misty  Har-
din, Andria Harris, Jeremy Har-
ris, Samantha Harrison, Quinna 
Hart, Ashley Hatfield, Matthew 
Hawkins, Katelynn Henderson, 
Ryan Henderson, Ethan Hen-
dricks, Nathan Hendrix. 

Lara Hensley, Kelly Hensley, 
Jami Henson, Elsa Hermosillo, 
Lindsey Hernandez, Angela Hes-
ter, Linda Hicks, Barbara Higley, 
Morgan Hill, Katie Hill, Caroline 
Hill, Patricia  Hill, David Hill, Da-
mon Hinkle, Chelsea Hinkle. 

Angela Hite, Khanh Ho, Sandra 

Hodges, Stacy  Hoffman, Angela 
Hogard, Bradley Holcomb, Hal 
Holliday, Natausha  Holman, Veil-
vete Hood, Joshua  Hooten, Joann 
Hopkins, Trevor  Howard, Kelsey 
Huber. Amanda  Hudson. 

Shayne Hudson, Ryan  Huffer, 
Sherry Hull, Shea Hunteman, 
Tien  Huynh, Tryce Hyman, Feru-
za Isahodjaeva, Kristopher Jacobs, 
Travis  Jacques, Farzana Jahangir, 
Theresa Jankowski, Jenny Jansing. 

Andy Jensen, Rilwan Jimoh, 
Gregory Johnson, Danica John-
son, Jordan  Johnson, Krystal  
Jones, Rachel  Jones, Taylor  Jones, 
Deedra  Jordan, Joel  Joseph, Mi-
chelle  Journey, Binaya Kc, Sarita 
Kc, Dane  Keller, Trevor  Kelley. 

Barbara Kennedy, Kyle Kerr, 
Manoj Khadka, Brenda Kimathi.

Mark Kimble, Brian Kirkwood, 
Kevan Kiser, Willis Knight, Josh-
ua Koonce, Jacob Koonce, Grace 
Kowalski, Jason Kriegel, Anna  
Kruskopp, Steven Kurdziel. 

Elisha Kuthu, Misti Kuyken-
dall, Soo-Hyun Kwon, Puspa 
Lama, Dustin Lanphier, Sarah 
Lasher, Julia Laugerman, Sarah 
Lawrence, Deans Le, Dung  Le, 
John Le, Tho Le, Nhu Le, Chris-
tian LeFlore, Michelle Lee, Hye 
Lee, Norma Lemler, Kayley Leser, 
Sue Lewis. 

Lois Lichtenstein, Brenna Lit-
tou, Gene Locke, Ryan Lopez, 
Elizabeth Lopez, Leydy Lopez, 
Jonathan Loveless, Elizabeth 
Lovett, Rebecca Lucia, Juan Luna, 
Thu Luong, Christopher Lyes, An-
gela Lykins, Christopher Lynn. 

Amanda Maass, Kelly Mack, 
Adrian  Mack, Kyle Madden, Jon 
Madden, Joseph Maddox, Bryan 
Maier, Shelby Maile, Benjamin 
Malone, Jennifer Malzer, Lauren 
Mann, Annalisa Manning, Carlos 
Manzano, Julian Manzo. 

Daniel Marere, Kayla Markham, 
Marcos Martinez, Lucia Martinez, 
Joel Mascot, Brett Mastin, Edgar  
Matamoros, Marie Mayer, Jes-
sica  Mayo, Susan Mbau, Landa 
McClure, Heather McConnell, 
Kendall McCormick, Ashley  Mc-
Coskey.

Krystin McCulley, Miles Mc-
Curtain, Joshua McDonald, 
Mitchael McDonald, Kennyon 
McDougale, Jay McGrew, Nicole 
McIntosh, Katie McKinney, Cait-
lin McLaughlin, Leah McLennon, 
Mary Melchor, David Mellor.

Mindy Merrell, Beatriz Meyer, 
Corri Meyers, Scott Mikesell, 
Krystal Miles, Meghan Miller, 
Kristi Miller, Taylor Mitchell, 
Tanner Mollman, Daniel Motoya, 
Jessica Moody, Sharla  Moore, 
Zachery Moore, Clinton Moore. 

Joseph Moore, Tyler Moore, 
Robert Moreno, Waleta Morgan, 
Josh Morgan, Benjamin Morrell, 
Kimberly Morton, Angelique 
Morton, Gerald Mosley, Maureen 
Muhura, Christopher Mumford, 
Mary Murnan, Savanna Myers.

Brenda Nailon, Veronica 
Nash, Micah Neighbors, Barbora 
Nejedlikova, Charles Nelson, 
Suchit Nepal, Garron Newville, 
Thu Nguyen, Chelsea Nguyen, 
Thien Nguyen, Hai  Nguyen, Lam  
Nguyen, Trinh Nguyen, Phuong 
Nguyen, Duy Nguyen, Thi  Nguy-
en, Delena Nibbs, Kendra Noble, 
Ryan Northcutt, Gabriela Nunez, 
Amanda Obregon. 

Oluwatoyin Ojo, Karina Olek-
suk, Thiago Omena, Jeremy Or-
rostieta, Vivian Otzoy-Rito, Ali-
cia Ouellet, Jonathan Owens, 
Kenneth Owens, Brittany Parker, 
Lindsey Parks, Karen Parra, Rob-
ert Partovi, Hannah Pastor. 

Steven Patchin, Nilam Patel, 
Jennifer Pearsall, Chase Pennel, 
Karen Perea, Anna Perez, Laura 
Perez, Roscoe Perkins, Sara Perry, 
Tom Pham, Winne Pham, Van 
Pham, Augustine Pham, John  
Phelps, Erin Pickering. 

Leah Pinter, Dallas Pirkle, Da-
na Pitt, Daidria Pittman, Jenni-
fer Pluess, Brock Pope, Gulnora 
Poulatova, Ernest Powell, Gaurav 
Pradhan, Earl Premont, Kyler Pre-
witt, Kirby Prier, Ashley  Prince, 
Jeremy Privett, Samuel Prophete, 
Denzel Pugh, Danny Pursel.

Chelsea Queen, David Rackley, 
Shana Ralls, Devin Ramirez, Jer-
emy Randall, Nicki Rangel, Blas 
Rascon, Demyilo Ray, Braxton 
Redeagle Kaitlin Redman, Justin 
Reynolds, Shannon Reynolds, 
Briana Rhodes, Justin Richards.

Robert Richardson, Kaila 
Richardson, Crystal Richardson, 
Charlton Rigsby, Anisha Rimal, 
Stacey Rios, Rosendo Rivas, Mi-
chelle Rivera, Kristi Robertson, 
Lorraina Robinson, Rebecca Roc-
co, Matthew Rockwell, Mignon 
Rodriguez, Mia Rogers, Lindsay 
Roland, Lauren Rose, Samuel 
Rosko.

Lindsey Ross, Lindsay Ross, Ra-
chel Ross, Jessica Rowe, Matthew 
Rumsey, Jennifer Russell, Pauline 
Sacre, Jenny Sager, Spenser Saku-
rai, Jeremy Salazar, Tahani Salous, 
Axel Sanchez, Ashley Scales, Ra-
chael Schlittler, Heather Scofield, 
Jeremy Scott, Fatina Scott.

Megan Scrivner, Alexis Selzler, 
Monica Sexton, Narjis Shah, Ram  
Shah, Allison Sharp, John Shave, 
Candice Shawareb, Sesily Sheaf-
fer, Hillary Sheehan, Khurrum 
Shehzad, Chad Shelton, Gregory 

Shepherd, Dion  Sherfield, Sung-
hee Shim, Jessica Shinabery.

Heather Short, Utsav Shrestha, 
Chanda Shrestha, Amit Shres-
tha, Levi Shultz, Christopher Shu-
mard, Luke Sills, Patricia Silva, 
Tia Simons, Vanessa Sizemore, 
Krystle  Slater, Erica Slover, Aaron 
Smith, Joshua Smith, James Smith. 

Aerial Smith, Kristin Smith, 
Anna  Snell, Anatolii Soloshonok, 
Jungeun Song, Colby Sorenson, 
Sarah  Southard, Michael South-
erland, Alan  Spaulding, Theresa 
Stanley, David Steele, Lacey Steen, 
Nathan Steinman. 

Michael Stephens, Gail Ste-
phenson, Zac Stevens, Ryan Stew-
art, Meagan Stewart, Drew Stone, 
Larissa Stone, Kelly Stone, Nicko-
las Stout, Shea Sublett, Michael 
Sullaway, Michael Suttles, Lauren 
Tapscott, Brittney Taylor, Mary 
Taylor, Christopher Terry, Tina 
Tessman.

Piravadee Thiensingchai, An-
drew Thiessen, Candace Thorn-
ton, Lisbeth Thornton-Oakley, 
Rebecca Thrailkill, Ru Ee Ting, 
Jonathan Tinsley, Whitney Tippie, 
Megan Tipton, Vanessa Torres, 
Laura Torres, Noe Torres, Jordan 
Trammell. 

Thomas Tran, Hai Tran, Phu-
ong-Nha Tran, Uyen Tran, Laura 
Trombley, Cassandra Troup, 
Adam Troutt, Son Truong, Frank-
lin Truong, Railyn Tunstall, Nicole 
Tyrell, JoAnna Umoh, Gyanendra 
Upadhyaya, Elizabeth Uselton. 

Nicole Vanduzer, Layla Van-
dyousefi, Denise Varner, Kristen 
Verser, Grant Vinson, Bryant Vo, 
Diana Vu, Thuy Vu, Audrey Wall, 
Kyler Wallace, Bradley Wallace, 
Jessica Walton, Christopher Ward, 
Eric Ward, Phillip Ward, Cherry 
Wasson, Jamie Watson. 

Brandon Watson, Megan Weav-
er, John Weis, Shadnee Welch, 
Jennifer Wells, David Wendel, 
Desiree’ Westman, Christopher 
White, Tara White, Rebecca Whit-
son, Pamela Whittaker, Douglas 
Wilkes-Ball, Edward Wilkinson, 
Jordan Wilkowski, Chelsea Wil-
liams, Cedrick Williams, Lee Wil-
liams, Mary Williams. 

Alicia Williamson, Nicholas 
Wilson, Tara Wilson, Tommy 
Winebarger, Jennifer Wingate, 
Abby Winstone, Daniel Winter, 
Carole Wokmeni Kameni, Mi-
chelle Wolf, James Wood, Rhett 
Wood, Monica Woods. 

Garrett Woods, Renaldo Wood-
son, Donald Worth, Kathleen 
Worthington, Kyla Wright, Muy-
onghyun Yang, Easton Yellowfish, 
Natalie Young, Benjamin Young, 
Sheila Zawisza, Stephanie Zuest. 

Vice President Honor Roll recipients named
Students are eligible to be on 

the Vice President’s Honor Roll by 
achieving a GPA of 3.5 while car-
rying at least 12 hours. Part-time 
students are eligible if they have 
maintained a 3.5 GPA for two con-
secutive semesters.
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Darren Adair, Juliana Akabua, 
Alison Albright, Jeremy Allen, 
Khalid Alzubi, Tina Anderson, 
Sarah Antari, Christopher An-
thony, Natalie Arismendez, Lei-
sha Atkinson, Emmanuel Attah, 
Lindsay Austin, Erica Bailey.

Beri Bamnjo, Shawn Barfield, 
Stephanie Barnes, Taylor Bar-
nett, Kaila Bates, Randall Baum, 
Shawnda Baumann, Tyler Bax-
ter, Roberta Beach, Cristina 
Beaty, Andrew Beaulieu, Jana 
Beihl, Lisa Bell, Laura Bell. 

Julee Benson, Charlene Bent-
ley, Krishna Bhattarai, Dayla 
Bingham, Bonny Blackmon, 
April Blair, Cassady Blakesley, 
Paula Boatner, Mohammed 
Bombaywala, Anthony Boon, 
Sarah Bowen, Kirstan Boyd.

Brandon Brackett, Caitlin 
Brasel, Nanna Braun, Abrael 
Brock, Christopher Brown, 
Gayla Brown, Joshua Brown, 
Michelle Buchanan, Ethan Bur-
chett, William Burnett, Andres 
Calderon, Jennifer Caldwell.

Rebeccah Callaway, Keria 
Campbell, Angelica Carbajal, 
Sheri Carr, Benjamin Carson-
Janusiewicz, Emmanuel Castro, 
Miles Chaney, Tae Hee Cho, 
Seoungbean Cho, Lila Church, 
Ronald Ciancarelli, Nickole 
Clark, Alicia Clark. 

Teresa Clayton, Heather Cle-
ment, Rebecca Clyma, Melinda 
Collum, Bryan Compton, Brett 
Corlett, Rachel Courtnay, John 

Couture, Lauren Cox, Wil-
lie Cox, Shae Cribbs, Matthew 
Crofford, Edgar Cruz. 

Danielle Cucchi, Susan Cur-
tiss, Jana Dake, Oanh Dao, Da-
rin Darling, Jackie Dawes, Re-
becka Day, Christopher Dinges, 
Duc Dinh, Victoria Dixon, My 
Do, Christina Do, Tuyen Doan, 
Emily Dodson, Sharla Dollins.

Jennifer Dove, Jermaine 
Down, Daria Draszczyk, Jenni-
fer Dunn, Kelsey Easley, Kirby 
Easter, Paul Eastland, Narjisse 
Elaoufir, Benjiman Ellis, La-
Donna Elliston, Andreia Enar-
son, Danielle Epps, Audrey Es-
tell, Brian Evans, Justin Fancher.

Brooks Farmer, Rachael Fen-
lon, Pamela Fields, Ryan Foote, 
Maegen Forrer, Serena Franco, 
Joshua Frioux, Eric Gamino, 
Stephanie Garrison, Katresa 
Gean, Troy Geary, Jane Geh, 
Cristina  Genzer, Melissa Gera-
ci, Calamity Gibbs. 

Pauline Giordano, Lauren 
Goldsmith, Becky  Gomersall, 
Christopher Goodwin, Jenni-
fer Goodwin, Joshua Gordon, 
Leigha Gorton, Alicia Goudeau, 
Damon Graves, Abbra Green, 
Lacrisa Green, Kyle Gregory. 

Kady Groh, Ashley Guthrie, 
Sara Hamidi, Kenneth Hamil-
ton, Erin Hamm-Miller, Casey 
Hammer, Travis Harris, Jona-
than Harris, Hannah Harri-
son, Casey Hartgers, Sabrina 
Hashem, Chris Hawk, Chelsi 
Hedrick, Sean Henry, Patricia 
Hernandez.

Sunshine Hernandez, Shelley 
Herr, Adrian Herrera, Brittany 
Higgins, Kristopher Higgins, 
Leanna Hinckley, Phey Hing, 
Jacob Hinton, Nha Hoang, 
Maggie Hofener, Eugenie Hol-

loway, Holly Hudson, Yvonne 
Hughes, Jennifer Hughes, Noah 
Hughey, Melissa Hulsey, Jesse 
Igo, Keith Immatty, Ryan Irwin, 
Angela Ison, Tammy Jackson, 
Sarah Jackson, Shawnda James-
on, Candice Jefferson, Matthew 
Jenkins, Lonnie Jimboy. 

Mary Jones, Valerie Jones, 
Gretchen Jones, Kylee Jones, 
Pauline Juneau, Kelly Kah-
mann, Timothy Kanclerowicz, 
Cynthia Karaffa, Danielle Kast-
ner, Amanda Kellogg, Leslie 
Kellogg, Shekhar Khadka, Sarah 
Khyati, Joseph Kidwell, Francis-
cah Kilonzo, Insook Kim. 

Hyei Ryoung Kim, James 
King, Jennifer Kirk, Rhonda 
Knight, Kelsey Knott, Christian 
Kosted, Derek Krigbaum, Maria 
Kroeker, Nicole Labrie, Laurie 
Lamb, Thierry Hendrix Lando. 

Ashley Langdale, Kimberly 
Lawson, Samantha Layden, Jus-
tin Le, Danny Le, Teresa Le, Jen-
nifer Le, Phuoc Le, Phuong Le, 
Hoang Le, Jeremy Ledet, Yeon-
Ok Lee, Tony Lee, June-Kwon 
Lee, Randi Lee, Sue Lee.

Ki-Il Lee, Johnathan Lee, Ace 
Liew, Shawn Lindsay, Abraham 
Liongco, Rowena Little, Daniel 
Litton, Damien Lodes, Chev-
onne Lovelace, Vuong Luong, 
James MacDonald, Austin Mad-
den, Elizabeth Maddox, Manish 
Manandhar, Bradley Manning.

Jennifer Maracara, Naomi 
Martinez, Anthony Mathenge, 
Rogina Mathes, Emily Mat-
thews, Sandy McCartney, Mit-
chell McFarland, Sara McFer-
ran, Amber McKinzie, Amanda 
Meek, Frank Meigs. 

Garold Miller, Joseph Miller, 
Brandi Mills, Angela Mill-
sap, Raymond Mobley, Kalani 

Moniz-Bray, Leanna Montgom-
ery, Jinpat Moollasat, Dustin 
Moore, Amber Moreno-Pauley, 
Gregory Moris, Mickeal Mosier.

Gina Mullins, Asaba  Murray, 
Emily Musick, Mikala Mutchler, 
Krystal Nall, Thuong Ngo, Van 
Nguyen, Tessie Nguyen, Lam 
Nguyen, Trung Nguyen, Hoang 
Nguyen, Vivian Nguyen, Nhu 
Nguyen, My Nguyen.

Tram Nguyen, Nelly Njaram-
ba, Ida NkwinkwaTchoume, 
Jody Norris, Taylor Nurdin, 
Alisha O’Lague, Amy Oliver, 
Christy Olson, Kelly Olson, An-
dre Omena, Jaime Ortiz, Anay-
eli Paez, Christopher Palmer.

Celina Pang, Ryan Parmar, 
Jennifer Pate, Naiyaben Patel, 
Ami Patel, Kelsey Payne, Jeremy 
Paysnoe, Colleen Peltier, Patrick 
Pena, Amber Perkins, Teena 
Perry, Stephanie Perry, Daniella 
Peters, Nathan Petts.

Jessica Pickle, Jacob Pickle, 
Nick Pinkerton, Lyubov Pop-
ovych, Michael Powers, Laxmi 
Prajapati, Jack Prosser, Aurelien 
Quillet, Joann Rahhal, Shannon 
Ramcharan, Christina Ramos, 
Amali Randombage. 

Iva Rau, Richard Rayfield, Al-
lison Reed, James Reynolds, Ja-
net Reznicek, Anthony Rhodes, 
Kenny Richards, Elizabeth 
Richardson, James Rico, Kristin 
Ring, Tyler Ritter, Lacey Ritter, 
Kody Roach, Jamie Roberts, Jill 
Robertson, Lacee Robertson, 
Grae Rose, Eric Rose. 

Christina Rosebery, Mary 
Ross, Jennifer Rupe, Amanda 
Russell, Tiffany Russell, Joshua 
Ryan, Christopher Sakal, Mo-
jibade Salewon, Angelica San-
chez, Elizabeth Savage, Adriane 
Scherer, Megan Schmidt, Ash-

Students placed on President’s Honor Roll
ley Schones, Tina Schulenberg, 
Meghan Scott, Julia Scott, Doris 
Seaman, Alison See. 

Bryan Sekine, Michael Self, 
Danielle Settle, Jay Sheldon, 
Alexander Sherman, Lindsay 
Sherwood, Michelle Shores, 
Sharee Silver, Matthew Simon, 
Janet Skannal, Nicole Slosky, 
Jamie Smith, Rochelle Smith, 
Sarah Smith, Mark Smith. 

David Smith, Lori Smith, Erin 
Stanley, Joyce Stiehler, Virginia 
Stramski, Michael Strauss, Ste-
phen Streaker, Abelyen Suh, 
Lauren Sullivan, Matthew Sul-
livan, Lauren Swearingen, Dan-
iel Swinehart, Nima Tajbakhsh, 
Quincey Tanner, Richana Tap-
lin, Emily Tarp, Daniell Taylor. 

Courtney Taylor, Duong 
Than, Renee Thomas, Sean 
Thomson, Arnesha Threatt, 
Connie Timme, Dipesh Tim-
sina, Leon Tran, Nguyen Tran, 
Yen Tran, Michael Tran, Thin 
Tran, Mai Tran, Thuy Tran.

Sarah Tran, Wendy Trefe-
thren, Stuardo Trigueros, Da-
vid Truong, Quynh Nhi Tru-
ong, Jessica Turner, Karla Ude, 
Lenore Underwood, Sarah 
Vafadar, Ryan Van, Scott Van 
Houten, Jose Vargas, Trevor 
Varner, Lindsey Ventresca. 

Rhonda Vest, Nhu Vo, Ngoc 
Han Vo, Thuy Vu, Ashley Walk-
er, Li Wang, Robert Webb, Lau-
ren Weir, Shannon West, Lind-
say Whelchel, Rachel Whitnah, 
Jason Williams, Katie Williams, 
Timothy Williams, Melissa Wil-
litzer, Joshua Wilson, Jeffrey 
Woidke, Katye Wood, Stephanie 
Woodard, Kyle Woods, Kennet 
Woolpert, Fang Ye, Jamie York, 
Alexandra Young, Tapita Zam-
na, Justin Zawoiski.  

Students are eligible to be on 
the President’s Honor Roll by 
achieving a GPA of 4.0 while car-
rying at least 12 hours. Part-time 
students are eligible if they have 
maintained a 4.0 GPA for two 
consecutive semesters.

As an academic 
institution, we take 

great pride in the 
achievement of 

our students. My 
congratulations 

to our honor roll 
students on this 

outstanding academic 
accomplishment.”

—Paul SechriSt

Occc PreSident

“I wish to 
commend all those 

being named to the 
Vice President’s honor 

roll. It is a major 
accomplishment of 
which all recipients 

can be proud. I 
commend them for 

this outstanding 
achievement.”

—Felix aquinO

Occc Vice PreSident FOr 
academic aFFairS

“
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Back, left to right: Essence Harris, business management major; co-captain Christina Hobbs, premed major; Chester 
“Tootsie Pop” Williams, pre  med and psychology major; and, front, Renitta Server, nursing major, hold their ending 
dance poses as the crowd cheers at the Spring Sports Bash. The cheer squad performed for the first time as the 
opening act at the sports bash held Jan. 25.

LANDA MCCLURE
Staff Writer
staffwriter2@occc.edu

Loud music, students playing bas-
ketball, performing cheers and danc-
ing to Zumba were the main focus of 
Recreation and Fitness’s Spring Sports 
Bash on Jan. 25. 

“We hold the Bash every semester 
so students can see the programs we 
offer,” said Eric Watson, Recreation 
and Fitness Specialist.

Watson said booths were set up so 
students could sign up for club sports, 
intramurals or fitness programs. 

Blue Water Divers also had a booth 
set up. Blue Water Divers is a compa-
ny that certifies anyone interested in 
learning how to scuba dive. 

The cheer squad was the first pro-
gram to be featured.

“This is the first time the cheerlead-
ing squad performed,” Watson said. 

He said the cheerleaders did a good 
job, and he is looking forward to see-

Cheer squad highlights Sports Bash 

INTRAMURALS | New programs prove to be most popular

ing the team become well established.
Cheerleading captain and founder 

Sierra Biagas said the team had been 
preparing for the Bash by practicing 
two hours a day, three days a week.

“We put a lot of effort into the prac-
tices,” Biagas said. 

She said everyone enjoyed perform-
ing for the first time.

Biagas said the squad is looking for 
six to eight more participants.

She said anyone interested can con-
tact her or Eric Watson in the Recre-
ation and Fitness Center.

Students also were able to see a 
demonstration of the Latin-based 
dance Zumba.

“Zumba is a popular fitness class,” 
Watson said. 

Zumba instructor Gina Garriott 
said she enjoys showing and telling 
people about the class. “Zumba has 
become a phenomenon with all age 
groups. Everyone can do the work-
outs and have fun.”

She said the music varies from Latin 

to hip-hop and even to rock.
“Zumba is good because the work-

out doesn’t feel like a workout,” Gar-
riott said. 

“When you’re doing the workout, 
it’s like dancing at a club or going to 
a party,” she said. “It’s very energetic.”

She said the workout conditions ev-
ery muscle and is a good cardio vas-
cular workout program.

Danesha Ponder, psychology major, 
attended the Bash and said seeing the 
Zumba demonstration caught her eye.

“Zumba looks really intriguing and 
I think it will be a fun way to get into 
shape,” Ponder said. 

For more information about cheer-
leading or Zumba, call Recreation 
and Fitness at 405-682-7860.

• Feb. 5-6: Aquatic Center will 
host the Mid-State/Metro Con-
ference. Pool will close at 1 p.m. 
Thursday and reopen at 6 a.m. 
Monday.

• Feb. 12: Basketball Hot Shots 
Challenge, for free throws, held 
in the Wellness Center gym.

• Feb. 1-24: Boot camp classes 
will be held from 6:30 to 7:30 
p.m. Mondays and Wednes-
days. Classes are held in the 
Wellness Center.

• Feb. 1-25: Pilates classes will 
be held from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
Mondays and Wednesdays; and 
noon to 12:55 p.m. Tuesdays 
and Thursdays. Classes are 
held in the Wellness Center.

• Feb. 1-25: Spinning classes 
will be held from 5:30 to 6:30 
p.m. Mondays and Wednes-
days; and 6 to 6:45 a.m. and 
5:30 to 6:25 p.m. Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. Classes are held in 
the Wellness Center.

• Feb. 1-26: Combo aerobics 
class will be held from noon to 
12:55 p.m. Mondays, Wednes-
days and Fridays. Classes are 
held in the Wellness Center.

• Feb. 1-26: Deep    -water exer-
cise classes will be held from 
10 to 10:55 a.m. Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays; and 
4:30 to 5:25 p.m. Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. Classes are held in 
the Aquatic Center.

• Feb. 2-28: Zumba classes will 
be held from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
Mondays and Wednesdays; 
10:30 to 11:25 a.m. and 7:30 to 
8:15 p.m. Tuesdays and Thurs-
days; and 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. Fri-
days. Classes are held in the 
Wellness Center.

• Feb. 4-25: Total body workout 
classes will be held from 6:30 to 
7:25 p.m. Thursdays. Classes 
are held in the Wellness Center.

For more information on these 
and other activities, contact 
Recreation and Fitness spe-
cialist, Eric Watson at 405-682-
1611, ext. 7786.

We hold the Bash every 
semester so students can see 

the programs we offer.”
—eric WatSOn

recreatiOn and FitneSS SPecialiSt

“
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Clubs could be awarded 
up to $250 each semester if 
they complete the award level 
criteria, Behara said.

Katie Treadwell, Service 

LEADERS: Club officers receive training
Learning and Student Life 
programs coordinator, said 
Student Life instituted this 
program to allow clubs to 
have more control over their 
events and organizations, to 
determine which level they 

Continued from page 1 are working toward, and to 
motivate them to work for the 
extra money.

For more information on 
how to join a club or orga-
nization, call Student Life at 
405-682-7523.

Comments? Opinions? Let us Know! E-mail Mark Smith 

editor@occc.edu

Do you have news you’d like 
to share? Maybe you know of 
an OCCC student worthy of a 
mention. If so, contact mark at 

editor@occc.edu or call 
405-682-1611, ext. 7409.

EXTRA! EXTRA!



Campus job seminar held
Interested in working on-campus? Learn 

how with the OCCC Student Jobs Orienta-
tion. Two sessions will be offered from 11:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and 12:30 p.m. to 1:30 
p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 9, in CU3. For more in-
formation, contact Judy McGee at 405-682-
1611, ext. 7369.

Blood drive held
Student Life will host a blood drive from 10 

a.m. to 3 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 10, in the 
College Union. All students, faculty, and staff 
members interested in donating blood are 
welcome. For more information, contact Stu-
dent Life at 405-682-7532. 

Relationship workshop offered
Want to figure out how relationships work 

or how to have better relationships? Attend 
Relationship U, held from noon to 12:45 p.m. 
Monday, Feb. 15, in the College Union. Learn 
how to identify ideal qualities in a potential 
partner, evaluate relationship decisions, en-
hance communication, and analyze your rela-
tionship expectations. For more information, 
contact Student Life at 405-682-7532. 

Scholarship offered
Applications are now being accepted for the 

2010 Dr. Bruce B. Owen Memorial Scholar-
ship. To qualify, a student must: have com-
pleted a minimum of 12 credit hours at OCCC, 
have a minimum GPA of 2.0, have a declared 
major, and be intent on completing an Asso-
ciate Degree at OCCC. The winning student 
will be awarded $300. Applications may be 
obtained at Recruitment and Admissions and 
are due by 5 p.m. Friday, March. 5. For more 
information, contact Linda Sapp at 405-682-
1611, ext. 7654. 

Baptist club offers free lunch
Baptist Collegiate Ministries will offer free 

lunch to all students, faculty, and staff dur-
ing the meetings this semester. Meetings will 
be held from noon to 12:50 p.m. Mondays in 
the Bruce Owen Theater and from 12:30 to 
1:20 p.m. Thursdays in room 3NO of the Main 
Building. For more information, contact Mark 
Barnett at 405-323-0583..

Haiti donations requested
In an effort to support victims of the recent 

Haitian earthquake, Student Life has placed 
collection jars in Student Life, the Bookstore, 
and in the General Dining Area. Cash dona-
tions and checks will be sent to the American 
Red Cross. For more information, contact 
Student Life at 405-682-7532. 

All Highlights are due Monday by 5 p.m.
 for inclusion in the next issue. 

Highlight forms can be picked up in 
the Pioneer office, located on the second floor
of the Main Building, across from the elevator.

WHITNEY KNIGHT
Staff Writer
staffwriter1@occc.edu

Students looking 
to better themselves 
through service to their 
community will have 
the chance Feb. 2 when 
Student Life hosts the 
spring Volunteer Fair. 

Held from 10:30 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m. in the Col-
lege Union, the fair pro-
vides students an op-
portunity to learn how 

Spring fair lends a helping hand 
to local organizations in need

STUDENT LIFE | Annual event hosts more than 20 charities

they can help others, 
said Darin Behara, Stu-
dent Life director.

Behara said between 
20 and 30 organizations 
will be represented at 
the event, including the 
Regional Food Bank, 
Habitat for Humanity, 
as well as several hos-
pice and healthcare fa-
cilities. 

“These programs des-
perately need volun-
teers,” he said.

Despite the troubling 
economic times, Be-
hara said, college stu-
dents should count their 
blessings — and learn to 
help others in the pro-

cess.
“No matter what rut 

or challenging place 
you may be in, the real-
ity is, you’re in college.

 “There are people out 
there much less fortu-
nate,” he said. 

Alexandra Wilkes, 
math major, said she 
has attended the volun-
teer fair before. 

“I love it,” Wilkes 
said. “I think it’s a great 
opportunity to become 
engaged with other stu-
dents and connected 
with the community.”

Malarie Wheeler, 
journalism major, said 
she plans on stopping 

by the fair after her 
morning classes. 

“I’m definitely going 
to attend,” Wheeler said. 

“It sounds like a great 
way to help people. I re-
ally appreciate Student 
Life putting events like 
this together.”   

The event is always 
a tremendous success, 
said Katie Treadwell, 
Student Life programs 
coordinator.

“It’s really great see-
ing our students come 
together for the greater 
good,” Treadwell said.

For more informa-
tion, contact Student 
Life at 405-682-7523. 

Sweet relief

Jennifer PearSall/Pioneer

Casey Gerbers, Student Emergency Medical Technician Association treasurer, makes Adriana 
Longoria, diagnostic medical sonography major, a Bahama Mama flavored snow cone, during the 
annual Club Fair on Tuesday. SEMTA’s table also featured Rescue Randy, a medical dummy that 
helps teach students basic life support.

Volunteering 
helps students, 
community
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Pioneer classified advertising 
is free to all enrolled OCCC 
students and employees for 
any personal classified ad. 
Ad applications must be 
submitted with IDs supplied 
by 5 p.m. Mondays prior to 
the publication date. For more 
information, call the Ad Manager 
at 405-682-1611, ext. 7674, 
or e-mail adman@occc.edu.

IS ONE OF YOUR 
RESOLUTIONS 

TO SHED A 
FEW POUNDS?

Body-Shaping Step
and Flex machine for 

sale. $40.
 Compact, takes
 up 24” X 36” of

 floor space. 
Handles are flexible 

straps.
Call:405-682-1611

ext 7765.

IT PAYS TO ADVERTISE IN THE 
OCCC PIONEER

Contact Cynthia at: adman@occc.edu

Or call: 405-682-1611, ext.7674

Reach thousands of 
students and staff 
members in print and 
online with your ad. 
Contact Cynthia at: 
adman@occc.edu Or 
call: 405-682-1611, 
ext.7674.

FOR SALE: Scottish-
Terrier 7 week old fe-
male. $300 .Dachshund.
DoubleDapple,Female, 
7 weeks. $200 Call: 405-
288-0408.

PRIVATE TUTOR: Avail-
able to assist you in alge-
bra and physics. To dis-
cuss details, call Christian 
at: 405-464-5119.

BOOKKEEPER/
ACCOUNTANT 

WANTED FOR LOCAL 
CREDIT UNION.

Want to work in your field 
while completing your 

degree? Sophomore with 
transcript required to 

verify knowledge of field. 
Full-time or part-time,
will work with college 

schedule. Must be bond-
able and dependable.

 Salary negotiable. 
Call Crystal or Brad. 

405-632-5300.

FOR SALE: 2001 Mazda 
Milenia. 88k mi. 4-door, au-
tomatic, 6-cylinder. White 
with sunroof. Great condition. 
$4,500. Call: 405-40-8102.

ROOMMATE NEEDED: 
Assist middle-aged male 
health-care professional 
with house payments 
on 3 bedroom home. 
15 minutes from cam-
pus. Safe and quiet for 
studying. Roommate of-
fered own bedroom and 
bathroom, garage, use 
of huge exercise room, 
internet, satelite ac-
cess, washer and  dryer. 
Must be NON-SMOK-
E R / N O N - D R I N K -
ER. Rent negotiable. 
C a l l : 4 0 5 - 4 1 6 - 0 1 8 5 
(can leave message) 
o r , 4 0 5 - 3 8 1 - 4 9 6 6 .
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