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By Christiana Kostura
Editor

One in six Oklahoma couples experience intimate
partner violence according to the Oklahoma De-

partment of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Ser-
vices. The problem costs money and lives — and it often
worsens with the stress of the holidays.

“During 2002 in Oklahoma, approximately 16 percent
of all Emergency Department visits for assaults were for
Intimate Partner Violence injuries,” according to a re-
cent report presented by the Center for Disease Control.
And, it went on to say, of all people seeking medical at-

tention for assault in 2002, 35 percent
of female patients reported IPV with
three percent of males reporting IPV.

OKCCC Sociology Professor Jane
Carney said, as women’s role in society
has increased, so has domestic violence.

She said sociologists attribute the increase, in part, to
more men feeling they’ve lost control in their relation-
ships.  “… As women have gained power in relationships,
some men — not all — who perceive they have lost power
in their relationship[s] will react with physical violence
to try to regain the power or control they feel they’ve lost.”

However, Carney said, abuse is not a one-way street.
“Women actually attack men about as often as men

attack women,” she said.
She said men are less likely to report abuse because of

embarrassment. Also, the effects show more in women
because of the superior upper body strength in men.

And, as one survivor knows, the violence knows no
social boundaries.

Hope, who asked that her real name not be used, said
her boyfriend came from a good family in a nice neigh-
borhood. “He came from the house of a prestigious banker
and a top dog for the highway patrol,” Hope said.

“He wasn’t raised by druggies; he wasn’t a thug.”
She said the domestic abuse didn’t start until about a

year after they were together.
“The first time he got mad, he wasn’t even mad at me,”

she said.
“He got mad at my friend and he took it out on me. He

pushed me down and got on top of me. He said things
like, ‘My family’s far more prestigious than your family
will ever be. You are a dog. You are a little puppy,’ and he

Partner violence
about regaining
power, control

Johnny Benson and Yen Vuong, both library assistants, try to stay connected while
passing around a hula hoop. This activity was designed to teach student workers how to
communicate with each other. Employment Services put together a customer service
workshop for student workers that involved fun activities and worksheets.

Photo by Holly Jones

Vice president to say
goodbye after 29 years

By Christiana Kostura
Editor

She began as an ad-
junct math professor

and rose to the rank of vice
president during her three
decades at OKCCC.

In January, she will say
goodbye to the college and
hello to the top job at Lead-
ership Oklahoma.

After 29 years of service,
OKCCC is losing Ann
Ackerman, acting vice
president of Academic Af-
fairs, and vice president for
Economic and Community
Development.

Ackerman’s last day will
be Jan. 9.

Ackerman accepted a job

offer with Leadership
Oklahoma, a non-
profit organization
that works toward
creating future
leaders in the
state.

“I have a
unique oppor-
tunity to take
the position as
CEO of Leader-
ship Oklahoma.”

Ackerman said,
although she will
miss her OKCCC
friends, she looks
forward to being a leader in
the state and nation.

“In some ways, it is diffi-
cult to believe that I have
been a part of the college
for as long as I have be-
cause there have been so

many new opportunities for
me here,” she said.

Ackerman said she has

See “Abuse,” page 16 See “VP,” page 10

Holiday stress can escalate problem

Hula hoop fever

Ann Ackerman
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Parents deserve
to know

Split-decision clarified
To the editor:

I commend the OKCCC
journalists for producing a
remarkable newspaper
weekly, but I do need to
clarify a few concerns I
have on the recent article,
“Divisions Plan Split to Bet-
ter Service.”

First, though I always
teach English Composition
students to arrive at catchy
titles for their essays, this
title misleads the reader
and suggests that the divi-
sions have already created
a plan of action to divide.

This idea is entirely anti-
thetical to the information
I provided the journalist. In
fact, the information in the
article also refutes the
title’s claim.

Next, though The Pioneer
typically provides excellent
source material from inter-

viewing employees and stu-
dents at our institution, at
times I have noticed my
quotations taken out of
context.

The story suggests that I
stated that “the majority of
faculty members agree with
the split.”

I do not know if the ma-
jority of faculty members
agree the college should
divide the Arts and Hu-
manities and Science and
Math.

I do know, however, that
the majority of faculty
members on a recommen-
dation subcommittee voted
that splitting the divisions
might represent a solution
for improving the divisions
of Science and Math and
Arts and Humanities.

Overall, I am pleased with
the information provided in

the article, but I simply
wanted to provide a few
points to the reading audi-
ence so that the facts are
reported objectively and not
taken out of the context of
an interview.

—Jon Inglett
Arts and

Humanities Chair and
English Professor
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In this day and age, where an underage girl can’t
get her ears pierced or go on a school field trip
without her parents’ permission, it seems that get-
ting an abortion would be cause for parental noti-
fication.

Not in California, thanks to Proposition 73.
In early November, Californians decided under-

age girls could legally get free, taxpayer-funded
abortions without parental notification or approval.

While some may herald this as a defeat to the
conservative agenda to outlaw abortion, others pro-
claim it’s another deafening blow to parents’ rights.

It would seem perfectly clear that, if a parent had
to give permission for his or her daughter to have
a tooth pulled, said parent would have to approve
of his or her daughter’s abortion.

Abortions aren’t fail-safe and parents have the
inherent right to know when something can po-
tentially harm their child.

Abortions also aren’t meant for girls as young as
11 — a child doesn’t have a fully developed sense
of right and wrong, nor are they aware of the com-
plications that can arise from having an abortion
at such a young age.

Albeit, pre-teen abortions are rare, parents still
should have the right to know what their children
are doing.

There are some cases where going to a parent
may not be the best idea, especially if a girl is be-
ing abused in some way at home.

There always are remedies to situations like that.
State organizations, school officials, and church
and community leaders are there to help.

Understandably, it doesn’t always dawn on a
young, scared girl to find another avenue of help
other than parents. That’s an issue that should be
addressed more in schools and through advertis-
ing campaigns on television, radio and in maga-
zines.

Last year in California more than 46,000 preg-
nancies occurred among school-aged girls and
nearly 80 percent of all pregnant minors report they
contemplated abortions.

In California and across the nation, teen preg-
nancies and abortions have dropped. Yet there is
still room for improvement and one can be made
with greater abstinence awareness and the previ-
ously-mentioned campaigns.

Parents become stuck in somewhat of a di-
chotomy — they’re held responsible for the trouble
their children get in, but can’t be involved in their
children’s lives.

This isn’t a matter of taking away a child’s rights
and it isn’t a step closer to abolishing abortion. As
guardians of their children, parents have the right
to know and, if not the parents, then someone who
will listen.

—Richard Hall
Staff Writer
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Holiday decorating theme educational

U.S. founded by law-breakers

Questions? Comments?
Call the editor at (405) 682-1611, ext. 7409

(Editor’s note: This letter is in response to
a letter against allowing undocumented
students to enroll at OKCCC.)
To the editor:

Perhaps if your grandparents or your
great-grandparents hadn’t been lawbreak-
ers, you would not be here criticizing the
same actions your ancestors did.

Sure, I am committing a crime as I’m
writing this letter. I am in a country that
is not mine.

And I will continue breaking the law, be-
cause this is now my country.

Ask me about your Constitution; ask me
about your history, about your wars. I
might have the answer that you have no
clue of.

So, let’s return to the lawbreakers is-
sue. If those lawbreakers hadn’t broke the
law, their sons wouldn’t have enrolled in
the military and then been sent to the
battlefront protecting Americans like you
and me.

And, sure, I know what your response
will be. “It was their choice.” It sure was,
unlike others who take everything for
granted their country gives them; we want
to thank the little opportunity we get.

Also, having a green card will not earn
you respect. Respect, you earn by the type
of person you are and by the actions you
do.

I hold my head up high as I write this
letter; no need to look over my shoulder.

My conscience is clean.
One thing I do agree with [of] the people

that have written letters against us: ille-
gal is illegal.

Besides mentioning lawbreakers, you
should have mentioned the Medicaid tax,
which we don’t use; the federal and state
tax, that we don’t claim back; and social
security fund, among others who we help
support, and that we don’t ask for a penny
back.

—Name withheld by request

To the editor:
A particularly uninspired

letter to the paper last week
found a focus on Latino
holiday traditions offensive.

It’s interesting to note
that while the letter com-
plained that Christmas
should celebrate the culture
of Jerusalem, not Central
America, Bethlehem is a
Palestinian city.

Regardless, our “Chris-
tian” symbolism and tradi-
tion belong neither to
Jerusalem nor Palestine.
I’m sure the link to pagan
celebrations has been ex-
plained before so I won’t
belabor the point.

The fact is that Oklahoma
City Community College is
not a Christian institution.
If it was, I, as well as many
students and faculty, would
simply never have sought it
out. In fact, let me go pub-
licly on record saying that
if OKCCC should make a
formal allegiance to any re-
ligion I would withdraw im-
mediately.

The holiday season, as us
non-Christians are forced

to call it to avoid persecu-
tion, is a minefield of po-
litical incorrectness.

Colloquially we all know
the season is Christmas.
We may or may not want
to give up that name sim-
ply because it’s familiar. I
didn’t read the letter to fac-
ulty in question so I don’t
know the precise wording
used but allow me to make
a plea for understanding.

No matter what you cel-
ebrate or what your religion
is, please allow the rest of
us to use a colloquial term
unburdened by ridiculous
polysyllabic phrases like
“non-denominational win-
ter holiday season.”

If you can allow the lay-
man to use the term
Christmas now and again
in a neutral way, I promise
you will find more pleasant
conversations.

Now, the more important
issue; just what about the
Latino community is so of-
fensive? Aren’t they a ma-
jor component of global
Christianity, contributing a
great deal to the Catholic

Church body? Would it be
so terrible to see a winter
devoted to the holiday tra-
ditions of African Ameri-
cans or African Africans?

Personally I’m curious as
to what’s going on around
the world. If I want to cel-
ebrate Christmas by eating
a feast and giving thanks to
my gods of harvest I will do
so in my own home with my
own people.

I respectfully ask the
Christians to do the same.
As for the decorations on
my school I believe I have
matured to a point where I
can withstand them, what-
ever they are, and will take
them as an educational ex-
perience.

Perhaps I would look at
them as a window into an-
other culture, as I under-
stand the point of the
theme was.

I guess all I’m saying is
that we would all be much,
much happier if we lived
and let live with holidays
and churches.

—Albert John Stichka
OKCCC Student

“In the long run, we hit only what we aim at; aim
high.”

—Henry David Thoreau

There is considerable evidence to indicate that
expectations of your future do, in fact, tend to cre-
ate your future.

People usually end up pretty much where they
expect. Therefore, what better time in your life to
take time to determine specific, worthwhile expec-
tations that will make your life more meaningful?

Of course, it is understood that between now and
the end of the semester, life will be very busy with
immediate goals of turning in assignments, pass-
ing finals, and getting ready for Christmas.

However, once the gifts are opened and everyone
is stuffed with turkey, spend a little time deciding
where you want to be five years from now. The im-
portant thing is that you are in charge when work-
ing on your goals, not family, friends, or advisers.

Your life has meaning only when you work to-
ward goals that you have decided are important.

When writing your goals, start with the five-year
goals, then one-year goals, working backward to
what you need to begin to do now to make them
happen. To be successful as a whole person, you
need to consider all the major areas in your life in
order of their importance to you.

The author, Dan Miller, advocates setting goals
in the following life areas:

• Career/Employment — Ambitions, Dreams,
Hopes

• Personal development — Knowledge, Education,
Self-Improvement

• Financial — Income, Investments
• Spiritual — Church involvement, Personal com-

mitment, Theological understanding
•  Family — Relationship to others, Development

of family, Where to Live
• Physical — Health, Appearance, Exercise
• Social — Increased number of friends, Commu-

nity involvement, etc.
Set realistic goals with action timelines. Remem-

ber, if you can’t visualize accomplishing them and
put off getting started, you won’t ever realize your
dreams.

For assistance with employment goals, come by
Student Life Employment Services.

Happy Holidays to everyone.
—Linda Fay

Employment Services
Coordinator

Read the Pioneer online atRead the Pioneer online atRead the Pioneer online atRead the Pioneer online atRead the Pioneer online at
www.okccc.edu/pioneerwww.okccc.edu/pioneerwww.okccc.edu/pioneerwww.okccc.edu/pioneerwww.okccc.edu/pioneer
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‘Walk the Line’ beautiful biopic

Get friendly at the movies with ‘Just Friends’

OKCCC faculty and staff released
“Transitions,” the third poetry CD
in a series previously belonging to
the Arts and Humanities depart-
ment alone.

Faculty and staff from around the
college contributed their time read-
ing poems for the disc.

Some work is original, while other
speakers read poems by other au-
thors.

“Transitions” has great sound
quality. The poems are all at the
same audio level, which is a vast
improvement over the department’s
previous CDs.

Listeners will not feel like they are
being read to, but like they are part
of an emotional experience.

The music beds (instrumental
songs) under the readings help add
feeling to the poetry.

Original poetry by Susan Van-
Schuyver, Cecelia Yoder, Carlotta
Hill, Mindie Dieu, Rochelle Mosby,
David Charlson and more is in-
cluded on the album.

Paul Sechrist, Pamela Stout,
Mary Punches and more contrib-
ute readings to the compilation.

There is even one song, per-
formed a cappella, on the disc.

I highly recommend this CD to
anybody who enjoys relaxation.

All funds raised help pay for the
Spring Writing Symposium in April.
CDs may be purchased from Stout
for $5. E-mail her at pstout@okccc.
edu to request a copy.
Rating: 4.5/5

—Christiana Kostura
Editor

“Bee Season,” which opened in
theaters Nov. 23, is a spiritual
film.

The boring movie was about re-
ligion, with a spelling bee.

The story is about a sixth-
grader, Eliza Naumann (Flora
Cross), who has a magical talent
for spelling.

Through her gift, her father, Saul
(Richard Gere), believes she could
converse with God. Saul begins

Johnny Cash is an American
hero, the kind of man they create
folk tales and legends after.

That’s why it’s not surprising a
biopic was made about his life.
What is surprising is how well it’s
done.

In “Walk the Line” Joaquin Phoe-
nix (“Gladiator,” “The Village”) plays
the Man in Black as he climbs the
mountainous regions of life —
drugs, infidelity and the loss of
loved ones — while he yearns after
fellow musician, June Carter,
played by Reese Witherspoon
(“Vanity Fair,” “Just Like Heaven”).

The two, with Elvis and Jerry Lee
Lewis, hit the road after Cash and
his band strike a chord with Sam

Some people say the past should
stay in the past. However, there are
times when that isn’t the case —
that sometimes reliving the past
can shape the future. This is the
basis of the movie “Just Friends.”

On a routine assignment to con-
vince a pop diva (Anna Faris) to
sign with his record label, Chris
Brander (Ryan Reynolds) is forced
to make an unscheduled stop back
in time. A former fat guy and best
friend to cheerleader Jamie (Amy
Smart), Chris is looking to move
on with his life.

He acts different and has no in-

Phillips (played by Dallas Roberts
of “Winter Passing”) thanks to their
soulful song writing.

And as the film shows, music and
Carter were Cash’s world and
helped him develop into the man
he died as in 2003.

Something can be said about the
fact that, before their deaths the
same year, Johnny Cash and June
Carter both chose Phoenix and
Witherspoon for their roles because
they both did astonishing jobs
choosing.

Phoenix looks, sounds, plays gui-
tar and even moves like young
Cash.

 Witherspoon does all her own
singing, learned how to play the
auto-harp and displays a solid per-
formance as Carter.

It is really shocking to see
Witherspoon do so well in such a
meaningful part, but she pulls it
off with flying colors.

The soundtrack, as to be ex-
pected, is perfect since most of the
scores are Cash, Carter and Elvis
originals.

The best part about “Walk the

Line” is that it’s based off two Cash
autobiographies, one of them be-
ing “The Man in Black” which has
been called one of the best musi-
cian autobiographies ever. The
other is “Cash: The Autobiogra-
phy.”

This guaranteed the story was as
true to Cash’s telling as it could be
and, before Cash and Carter died,
they had say in what went in and
what didn’t.

It’s as if the film is directed by

Relax to
poetry CD

‘Bee Season’ all buzz, no honey
teaching Eliza the Kabala, thus be-
ginning a two-hour infomercial for
the Jewish religion.

Aaron (Max Minghella), Eliza’s
brother, used to be the golden
child, so he rebels against this
withdrawal of affection by becom-
ing active in another religion.

In the meantime, Eliza’s mother,
Miriam (Juliette Binoche), is slowly
having a mental breakdown.

The torture goes on for viewers

willing to sit through it from be-
ginning to end.

After it’s all over, I couldn’t help
but ask, “What was that all about?”

The film addresses religious is-
sues, relationships between fam-
ily members and stress-related is-
sues caused by the pressure of
constantly trying to achieve more.
Rating: D

—Christiana Kostura
Editor

tention of reliving the past, but
once he sees Jamie everything
changes.

The chase for the girl who got
away ensues with its share of
bumps along the way.

Chris’s life is further complicated
by the appearance of another
suitor (Chris Klein).

Seeing Reynolds act in a role
other than the standard teen
gross-out comedy movies such as
“Van Wilder” or “Waiting” is sur-
prising.

Although comedy is the film’s
selling point, the chemistry be-

tween Smart and Reynolds gives
the movie much-needed depth.

The supporting cast does a good
job of filling scenes with humor.

Julie Hagerty from “Airplane”
and Chris Marquette of “The Girl
Next Door” make great turns as
Chris’s mother and brother.

The film’s comedy is top notch
with the exception of a couple of
scenes.

“Just Friends” is worth the trip
to the theaters this winter.
Rating: B

—Matthew Caban
Staff Writer

Cash and Carter themselves,
which gives “Walk the Line” a great
sense of personality.

“Walk the Line” is one of the best
movies of the year and rivals many
other musician biopics to come out
in recent years.

Cash fan or not, “Walk the Line”
depicts the best the film industry
has to offer.
Rating: A+

—Richard Hall
Staff Writer
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Child care center cook ‘will be missed’
By Holly Jones

Staff Writer

Maryanne Daetwiler
knows how to make chil-
dren smile and she’s been
doing it for more than 18
years as the cook for the
OKCCC Child Development
Center and Lab School.

Now, it’s time for Daet-
wiler to tip her culinary cap
and say goodbye.

“I have very happy memo-
ries with this college,”
Daetwiler said on her last
day as she retires to Los
Angeles to care for her par-
ents.

Daetwiler grew up in Los
Angeles and traveled to
Oklahoma frequently to
visit family but always
promised herself to make
the Sooner state her home

Child Development Center and Lab School Assistant Dai
Chau, cook Maryanne Daetwiler, and Secretary to the Executive
Director of Enrollment Management Paula Belcher enjoy a final
pose together before Daetwiler retires to Los Angeles to care
for her parents. Daetwiler spent more than 18 years at the
CDCLS as a cook.

Photo by Holly Jones

someday.
“I always felt like I grew

up in a traffic jam and a
waiting line,” Daetwiler
said.

“I thought that if I ever got
the chance to move to Okla-
homa, I would, and I did,”
she said.

“The air is so clean and
the sky goes on forever. Los
Angeles was surrounded by
tall buildings and free-
ways.”

Daetwiler said one of the
most memorable moments
she’s ever had in the kit-
chen included a bird and
chili.

She said birds sometimes
got into the roof at the cen-
ter and, once, a black bird
had found its way into the
kitchen while she was
cooking chili.

After the bird was caught,
Daetwiler said, Paula Bel-

cher, secretary to the Ex-
ecutive Director of Enroll-
ment Management, asked
her if she was preparing
black bird chili.

Daetwiler said no birds
were harmed during cook-
ing.

In 2003, Daetwiler won
the Elven Gray Award,
given annually to an em-
ployee who has shown a
positive and friendly spirit
every day at work.

Belcher said Daetwiler
will be missed.

“I’m glad to know that she
is going where she is
needed,” Belcher said. “She
has always been close to
her family.”

Belcher said being a cook
could be pretty strict due
to the center’s guidelines,
but she never heard Daet-
wiler complain.

“She always had a smile
on her face,” Belcher said.

Staff Writer Holly Jones
can be reached at Pioneer
Photog@okccc.edu.

By Krista Burrell
News Writing Student

The fall book sale, spon-
sored by the OKCCC En-
glish Department, was a
success bringing in close to
$900.␣

The book sale made more
than what was expected
due, in part, to a generous
donation of books by Ann
Johnsen of Oklahoma City.

“I am so proud of the de-
velopment of the college,”
Johnsen said.

“I couldn’t think of any-
body more deserving.”

Johnsen donated more
than 250 hardback books,
mostly drama-related and
dealing with Hollywood.

“Johnsen’s donation gen-

Book sale makes pretty penny
By Magen Long

News Writing Student

Three OKCCC students have been chosen by En-
glish Professor Clay Randolph as editors for the cre-
ative journal “The Absolute.”

Robert Smith, Micah Collinsworth and Rebecca
Seaton will aid in the process of choosing poetry,
short stories, essays, photographs and artwork sub-
missions for the journal.

The editors are now accepting submissions for the
April 2006 publication.

The deadline for submissions is Dec. 1.
“We don’t look for a specific style or genre,” Smith

said. “We read for content and well put together
pieces.

“We need more fiction and non-fiction stories ter-
ribly bad,” he said.

Randolph said the journal has been around quite
a while.

“The journal has been around at OKCCC since the
1970s and is one of the college’s institutions,” he
said.

Contributors are invited to the April session for
writers and artists.␣

Individuals interested in submitting material
should review the Absolute Submission Form on the
journal’s website for details including rules at
www.okccc.edu/ah/absolute.␣

Literary publication
seeks submissions

Get it off your chest —
write a letter to

the editor.
E-mail Christiana at
editor@okccc.edu.

Learning Skills Professor
Chris Lopez checks out some
of the books offered at the
book sale held Nov. 9 and 10
by the English Department.

Photo by Holly Jones

erated great interest in the
book sale, which led to its
success,” said OKCCC En-

glish Professor Pamela
Stout.

There was a lot of gener-
osity from the students as
well, she said.␣

For example, Stout said,
many students gave extra
money while purchasing
books at the sale.␣

Later this month, the
planning committee will
meet to decide how the
money will be spent.

IT PAYS TO ADVERTISE IN THE PIONEER

“I am so proud of
the development of

the college. I couldn’t
think of anybody more

deserving.”
—Ann Johnsen
Oklahoma City

Resident
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By Lizzie Byrd
Staff Writer

Nobody parties like Com-
munications Lab Assistant
Naomi Christofferson who
just celebrated her 75th
birthday Nov. 7.

Christofferson has
worked in the Communica-
tions Lab for nearly 20
years. She said she loves
every minute of the time
she gets to spend with stu-
dents and co-workers.

“I enrolled in a math class
around 1983 as a sugges-
tion from my husband,”
Christofferson said. “He
had the idea I should learn
how to do taxes for other
people.”

But that bubble burst
once the class was canceled
due to lack of students.

When that happened,
Christofferson decided to
change routes and chose
the literary path.

“I loved [studying litera-
ture]. I had forgotten how
much I enjoyed literature,”
Christofferson said.

A year after enrolling in
the course, Christofferson
became an assistant in the
Communications Lab,
where she works 20 hours
a week.

Lab assistant celebrates 75th birthday

Communications Lab Assistant Elizabeth Childers, Assistant Charlotte Roller, Supervisor
Mindie Dieu and Assistant Rebecca Weber surround Assistant Naomi Christofferson on her
75th birthday.

Photo by Holly Jones

“My husband wanted to
move and I put it of f,
dragged my feet, then even-
tually discussed going part
time and made a commit-
ment to drive from Cu-
shing,” Christofferson said.
“Then, my husband de-

cided to stay and I was able
to continue on in my origi-
nal position.”

Communications Lab As-
sistant Charlotte Roller
said Christofferson offers a
lot to the students and the
office.

“She is a real wild child
once you get to know her,”
Roller said. “She is an icon
of this college, she has been
here so long.”

Christofferson recalls a
happy memory of what she
called, the  “Couch Group.”

“There were always six to
eight kids that would sit on
the couch outside the lab
each morning, just talking
and laughing,” Christo-
fferson said. “I just really
enjoyed their laughter.”

Christofferson decided to
bring the group Tootsie
Pops one morning and was
amused when each group
member requested a spe-
cific color.

“I brought them out and
before I could give them
each one, their eyes lit up
and each said ‘oh, I want
green, I want red.’”

Her kindness didn’t go
unnoticed.

Last Christmas Christo-
fferson received a picture of
all of the students seated
on the couch, signed,
“From your Couch Group.”

Mindie Dieu, Communi-
cations Lab supervisor,
said Christofferson is con-
sidered the High Priestess
of Grammar in the office.

Dieu said Christofferson
found a pin at a garage sale
that read “High Priestess”
and wore the pin to work,
giving her the title.

“Someday, when I grow
up, I want to be just like
Naomi,” Dieu said.

Staff Writer Lizzie Byrd
can be reached at Staff
Writer3@okccc.edu.

By Richard Hall
Staff Writer

The college is looking to
the sun for help in provid-
ing assistance to students.

Safety and Security Di-
rector Ike Sloas said a
dozen new solar-powered
call boxes are on their way
to campus and will be up
and running by the end of
November.

Safety and Security Coor-
dinator Keith Bourque said
the call boxes will draw
their power from the sun
during the day and run on
batteries at night.

Bourque said, in cases
where solar power is insuf-

New campus call boxes to be powered by the sun
ficient, the batteries would
handle the job just fine.

“The battery back-ups
are good for up to 50 days.”

Four call boxes will be
placed around the pond,
two in the plaza, two each
in parking lot C and at the
John Massey Center, and
one each near the Child De-

velopment Center and Lab
School and near the soccer
field.

Bourque said Safety and
Security chose to install the
call boxes where there’s a
high concentration of peo-
ple.

“Installing the new call
boxes increases Safety and

Security’s accessibility to
those who need help,”
Bourque said.

He said both the Univer-
sity of Oklahoma and Okla-
homa State University use
solar-powered call boxes.

Sloas said call boxes have
multiple purposes, but
mostly students and college

By Magen Long
News Writing Student

South paws rejoice —
newly-added pottery
wheels will allow lefties and
righties alike to operate the
wheels comfortably.

visitors use them to contact
Safety and Security if they
need their cars unlocked or
a jump start.

Each call box cost $3,000
and weighs 300 pounds,
Sloas said.

Staff Writer Richard Hall
can be reached at Senior
Writer@okccc.edu.

The new wheels replaced
older, malfunctioning, ones
said Arts and Humanities
Dean Susan VanSchuyver.

The new pottery wheels
were purchased with mo-
ney from the Student Tech-
nology Fee. Every OKCCC
student pays into the bud-
get when enrolling.

“You would be surprised
how many things you guys
pay for,” said Rochelle
Mosby, Arts and Humani-
ties division assistant.

In addition to accommo-
dating left-handers, the
new pottery wheels have
more than two speeds, the
old ones only had two. The

reversible wheels also can
support 50 pounds of clay
as opposed to the 25
pounds the old ones sup-
ported.

Visual Arts Professor
Mary Ann Moore said stu-
dents will enjoy the change.

“These wheels are so
good,” Moore said.

New pottery wheels a big hit for the left-handed
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 By John Savage
Staff Writer

AIDS has claimed the
lives of more than 23 mil-
lion men, women and chil-
dren all over the world. An
estimated 38 million people
are thought to be living with
AIDS, according to www.
aids.com.

Nov. 28 to Dec. 2, Stu-
dent Life will  host a sexu-
ally transmitted diseases
awareness display.

Information will be pro-
vided about STDs, said Jon

Student Life hosts AIDS/STD awareness week
Horinek, Community En-
gagement coordinator.

“We hope to provide sev-
eral different options on
sexual awareness including
abstinence,” Horinek said.
“Information also will given
to students on the dangers
of unprotected sex.”

Student Life will  pass out
red ribbons and buttons
Dec. 1 for World AIDS Day.

“The main activity we will
have that week is the free
screening for HIV/AIDs,”
Horinek said.

A free HIV/AIDS screen-
ing test will be held from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m., Nov. 29, in

CU4 and CU5.
Horinek said some stu-

dents may feel uneasy
about being tested. The
signs posted will be as low
key as possible.

This year’s testing will
take a little sting out of the
procedure.

“Last year’s test required
a finger stick,” Horinek
said. “This year, they will
swab the inside of your
mouth and stick it in a so-
lution.”

The Regional AIDS Inter-
community Network will
administer the anonymous
test.

Results for the test will be
received in 20-minutes.

In the past, results took
two weeks to be given to the
student, Horinek said.

The accuracy rate for the
test is 99 percent. He said
the test is in the best inter-
est of the community to
keep people informed on
the latest findings.

“We think that being in-
formed, having access to
this information and hav-
ing it readily available is the

best way to prevent AIDS
and sexually transmitted
diseases and keep people
healthy,” Horinek said.

He said he hopes the in-
formation will help stu-
dents who have questions
about sexual health topics.

For more information
about sexual health week,
contact Student Life at
(405) 682-7523.

Staff Writer John Savage
can be reached at Staff
Writer1@okccc.edu.

By Richard Hall
Staff Writer

Acting President Paul
Sechrist has a vision for the
future, according to the
2004-2005 President’s An-
nual Report.

In the report, Sechrist
said he hopes to watch the
school grow in the coming
years, especially with the
construction of new centers
tailored for students.

Reaching this goal will re-
quire the help of state re-
gents and community and
school officials.

The Science, Engineering
and Math Center is cur-
rently being constructed on
top of the existing Math and
Science Centers, and is
scheduled for completion in
2007.

Two other projects, which
include a 30,000-square-
foot Health Professions
Education Center and
75,000-square-foot Arts
Education Center, are in
the works for completion by
2014.

Sechrist said, each year
the college implements a
plan to make the college as
successful and student-
friendly as possible.

In the past years, accom-
modations have included

College publishes annual report
the construction of the
pond near May Avenue and
the addition of nearly 500
parking spaces on the cam-
pus.

Sechrist said more park-
ing lot expansions are
planned to make way for
the rapid increase in stu-
dent enrollment.

Another way OKCCC is
looking to make the college
more student-friendly is to
recruit more nationally-rec-
ognized professors to teach
a wider range of courses.

Sechrist noted many stu-
dent clubs and organiza-
tions were busy reaching
out to students such as the
celebration of International
Education Week. Sixty in-
ternational flags were in-
stalled in the atrium of the
main building to represent
the many different coun-
tries OKCCC international
students call home.

Within the last year,
OKCCC has implemented
stronger global education
awareness by developing a
college-wide strategy to in-
crease international stu-
dent enrollment.

The college was awarded
a Fullbright Scholar Grant
which provided a foreign
professor to the college.

Business professor Gor-
gen Edenhagen, from Swe-
den, joined the OKCCC fac-

ulty in the spring.
Sechrist said student ser-

vices also have been im-
proved over the last year,
and the school plans to
continue improvement for
future students.

Sechrist said the college
also saw a big year with the
number of grants and do-
nations it was awarded.

Grants and awards in-
cluded a film and video
grant worth $28,000 and
$285,000 in awards from
private corporations, indi-
viduals, foundations and
college employees.

And, for the future?
Sechrist said the college is
focusing on including the
community in future events
and activities.

Earlier this semester the
college hosted Arts Festival
Oklahoma for the 26th con-
secutive year. Nearly
40,000 people attended.

The college also is reach-
ing out to the Hispanic
community by offering His-
panic job fairs that, in the
past, have included more
than 2,000 participants,
while OKCCC Employment
Services partnered with
Workforce Oklahoma to
help students find good-
paying, degree-related jobs.

Staff Writer Richard Hall
can be reached at Senior
Writer@okccc.edu.

FAFSA filing
policy changed
Fewer Federal Applications for Federal Student

Aid (FAFSAs) are submitted annually on paper than
electronically. The U.S. Department of Education’s
new strategy of online applications promotes the
use of a FAFSA-on-the-Web Worksheet for use in
preparing for completion of the FAFSA-on-the-Web.
Limited quantities of paper FAFSAs will be supplied
to schools and libraries for distribution.

OKCCC will receive substantially fewer copies of
the FAFSA application than in previous years.

This shift in strategy by the U.S. Department of
Education does allow schools to order additional
worksheets and paper FAFSAs. Financial Aid will
order additional FAFSA-on-the-Web Worksheets and
additional paper FAFSAs.

In support of the U.S. Department of Education
strategy, Financial Aid will distribute FAFSA-on-the-
Web Worksheets for use in completing the FAFSA
on the Web beginning 2006-2007 and beyond.

FAFSA online is the preferred, quicker method of
applying for financial assistance. Built-in edits to
key questions help students avoid errors which may
require reprocessing the FAFSA. Individuals who
prefer the paper FAFSA may request a copy from
Financial Aid beginning Jan. 1.

Students who have a FAFSA on file by Nov. 1 nor-
mally receive a Renewal FAFSA mailed to them by
the Federal Central Processing System. With the
new strategy this will no longer occur.

Renewing applicants must use the Renewal FAFSA
on the Web to apply. Applicants can access the Re-
newal FAFSA online using a PIN to complete, sign,
and submit the renewal beginning Jan. 1.

To complete the FAFSA on the Web any year, stu-
dents are encouraged to obtain a PIN at
www.pin.ed.gov. Once you obtain a PIN you can go
to www.fafsa.ed.gov to complete the FAFSA using
the PIN as your electronic signature.

Students who are classified as dependent students
must have the parents whose information is pro-
vided on the FAFSA sign and date it. At least one
parent must obtain a PIN to sign electronically.
Students or parents who have questions should stop
by Financial Aid.

—OKCCC Financial Aid OfficeRead the Pioneer online at www.okccc.edu/pioneer
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By Lacey Boaldin
News Writing Student

Charlie Southerland is
the vice president of
OKCCC’s Engineering Club
— not a small feat for a high
school senior.

Southerland has been at-
tending OKCCC for two se-
mesters as a recipient of
GEAR UP, a government
grant which aids high
school juniors and seniors
wishing to participate in
concurrent enrollment for
dual credit.

Oklahoma permits stu-
dents’ high school and col-
lege transcripts to reflect
credit for courses taken
during concurrent enroll-
ment for dual credit.

High school students
must qualify for the pro-
gram. OKCCC requires
participating seniors to
have a 19 ACT composite
or a 3.0 GPA. Juniors must
have a minimum 21 ACT
composite score or a 3.5
GPA to concurrently enroll
at OKCCC.

GEAR UP Coordinator
DeAnn Campbell said 210
Oklahoma City public high
school students are con-

By Lizzie Byrd
Staff Writer

Sandy Davis has what
some would call a dream
life: interviewing celebrities,
covering events, and meet-
ing the most famous stars,
all paid for as part of her
job.

Davis gets to meet and
speak with individuals who
ordinary people may wish
to know.

She spoke to Professor
Sue Hinton’s News Writing
class Nov. 8.

Davis, entertainment
writer for The Oklahoman,
not only reports about
movie stars, musicians,
and special events, she also
is just as much a fan of this

Photo by DeAnn Campbell

currently enrolled at
OKCCC. Forty-nine attend
on the college campus. The
remaining 161 students
take concurrent courses
from OKCCC professors
who teach at the students’
high schools.

In contrast to concurrent
enrollment, Advanced
Placement (AP) classes in
many high schools have a

AP classes in high school to
his experience at OKCCC,
Southerland said, “The pro-
fessors, the environment,
the quality of education
(are) significantly better (at
OKCCC).”

Free college tuition pro-
vides an incentive for those
students who are already
participating in concurrent
enrollment. Southerland’s
unique success is incentive
for those who are consid-
ering it.

Senate Bill 982, known
as the Governor’s Act, ac-
tively encourages concur-
rent enrollment in college
courses by Oklahoma high
school students. Effective
July 2005, it authorizes
college tuition waivers for
eligible high school seniors.

The legislation states,
“Each high school senior
who meets the eligibility re-
quirements for concurrent
enrollment shall be entitled

Entertainment reporter speaks to class

to receive a tuition waiver
equivalent to the amount of
resident tuition for a maxi-
mum of six credit hours per
semester.”

The criteria for applicants
is based on financial need,
timeliness of application,
and other factors deter-
mined by the Oklahoma
State Regents for Higher
Education.

Southerland plans to
graduate from Aztec Char-
ter High School in June
with 16 college credit
hours.

Engineering Club Sponsor Greg Holland is pictured with club
Vice President Charlie Southerland.

low test-passing rate.
Therefore, students receive
no college credit for AP
classes they took in high
school, even if they had
passed the class itself.

J.P. Johnson, Early Col-
lege Awareness director at
OKCCC, calls concurrent
enrollment “a viable alter-
native to AP.”

When asked to compare

GEAR UP benefits high school seniors in college

industry as her readers are.
“My husband and I have

an agreement, or a list of
names, certain celebrities
listed on a card. If one of
them comes to call, we have
permission to go,” Davis
said, joking.

One of the names on the
top of her list is Antonio
Banderas. Davis inter -
viewed Banderas for the
movie “Evita” and was
greeted immediately by a
serenade.

“I opened the door and as
soon as I walked in, he be-
gan to sing ‘Oklahoma’ to
me,” Davis said. “I was so
flattered he had found out
that I was from Oklahoma
and decided to sing to me.”

Banderas told Davis he
loved all of Rogers and
Hammerstein’s musicals

and was a huge fan of the
musical “Oklahoma.”

For some, meeting celeb-
rities is a luxury or fantasy,
but for Davis, it is her job.

She has covered movie
stars like Joaquin Phoenix,
musicians like Toby Keith,
and events like a Dolly Par-
ton concert.

Davis said she is able to

connect with celebrities on
the common ground of ev-
eryday life.

“We pretty much want the
same things.

“They are not superhu-
man. They get sick. They
get colds just like everyone
else,” Davis said.

What sets Davis apart
from most entertainment
writers is that the subject
matter never strays into the
private realm of a celebrity’s
life, unless invited.

Davis recalled a press
conference, where the
celebrity’s public relations
team came out before the
interview and gave the
press guidelines that any
talk not related to the movie
would end the interview
completely.

During questioning, a re-

porter asked a love-life
question and the celebrity
threw up his hands and
walked out.

“We [Davis and the other
reporters] were so upset
with that reporter. Here
was our one chance to get
this interview and one per-
son had ruined it for all of
us,” Davis said.

Davis may travel all over
the United States to meet
famous individuals but en-
joys when she can speak or
write about local ones.

“I am Oklahoma all the
way,” she said.

Davis has a bachelor’s in
television and radio news
from the University of Okla-
homa.

Staff Writer Lizzie Byrd
can be reached at Staff
Writer3@okccc.edu.

Got club news?
We want to

know!
***************

Call John at
(405) 682-

1611, ext. 7676.

“The professors, the environment, the quality
of education (are) significantly better

(at OKCCC).”
—Charlie Southerland

Aztec Charter High School Senior and
OKCCC Engineering Club Vice President

Sandi Davis
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Fall graduates get salute from college
The following students have

applied for December gradu-
ation. Diplomas will be granted
after credentials are comple-
ted and degree requirements
are met. Students who have
fulfilled degree requirements
can participate in the May 14
commencement ceremony.
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“I join the faculty and staff
in celebrating the academic
success of our students.
Each student is commended
for this high level of
achievement.”
—Paul Sechrist
OKCCC Acting President

David Alderman, Jennifer
Alexander, Luis Angeli, Fast
Austin, Emily Authorlee,

Shawn Abbott, Rachelle
Adams, Trent Anderson,
Dru Baker, Heidi Baker,
Miranda Bandy, Jeremy
Barr, Sarah Baskin, Audra
Beasley, Mickdya Bell.

Debra Blackwood, Mi-
chael Borgue, Marouane
Bouabedi, Pamela Bradley,
Terry Brady, Melissa Braw-
dy, Amy Brock, Shawn
Bryant, Leah Buff.

Donna Burruss, Stephen
Cargill, Margaret Carney,
Dana Chalender, Eric Clay-
ton, Vanessa Colon, Rosa
Conner, Marika Cope, An-
drea Cruz.

Bronwyn Donnelson,
Jennifer Dragg, Daisuke
Endo, Sean Ferguson,
Miranda Flores, Sheila
Foreman, Nancy Fraire,
Melanie Gage.

Rhonda Genzer, Andrea
Haken, Richard Hall, Debra
Harrah, Marcella Hart,
Daniel Hays, Alicia How-
ard, Darah Hudson, Michie
Hulsey, Tracy Jones.

Satomi Kasahara, Jason
Kirby, Bridget Lohn, Rita
Magness, Matthew Mairet,
David McCathern, Bradley
McCoy, Mark McDevitt,
Kelly McGough.

Richard McMahon, Nor-
ma Meador, Elizabeth Met-
calf, Alicia Milton, Eaijah
Muhammad, Sheena Mur-
ray, Joshua Norris, Patricia
Norton.

Tony Oliver, Sarag
Owens, Roberto Perez-
Sandoval, Sylvia Pope,
Andrea Potter, Hasan
Rahman, Elise Rea, Melissa
Reeser.

Thurman Relerford II,
Dianna Schoech, Amy
Smallwood, James Smith,
Laura Smith, Michael
Smith, Heather Smith-
Gray, Jeff Smouse.

David Acquaye, Emi Aita,
Oriabumere Akhigbe, Ra-
min Alghojeh, Michael
Armstrong, Eric Atakorah,
Stephany Baker, O’Dell
Ballou, Maria Bates.

Dewayne Bell, Philip
Blouch, Joshua Booth,
Mehdi Bounaim, Meredith
Boydstun, Patrick Bur-
dette, Staycey Chandy,
Stephanie Chansombat.

Michele Clair, Sandra
Clarkson, Mark Crawford,
Karen Crocker, Cassandra
Deal, Ahmadou Diallo,
Dennis Dick, David Dixon,
Kendra Draper.

Silvia Duran, Amy Dye,
Amy Effinger, Darren Epps,
Stephanie Farris, Deborah
Faubion, Marilis Fegaing,
Jerad Fritze, Robert Garcia,
Christy Garrison.

Cheryl George, Jerry
George, Deepa Ghale, Ca-
therine Goett, Andrew
Gonzales, Jessica Goolsby,
LaRhonda Grayson, Chan
Ha, Thomas Ha, George
Hailey.

Michael Harper, Michael
Henson, Chad Hodges,
Christopher Howell, Nicki
Huff, Jenny Isokrari, Am-
ber Jackson, Valerie John-
son.

Rachel Jones, Nina Jor-
dan, Danielle Kalivoda,
Leslie Kanakembizi, Jon
Kasper, Natalie Kayne,
Jyoti KC, Megan Kirby,
Jarrett Kitch.

Jennifer Kramp, Kile
Kuykendall, Terrance Lane,
Peter Lechance, Frederick
Lieu, Lee-Jay MacInnis,
John Mansera, Keri Martin,
Matt Mason.

James McClure, Kimber-
ly McCutcheon, Michaelena

Associate in
Applied Science

Associate
in Arts

Associate
in Science

Certificate
of Mastery

Michael Armstrong,
Chris Benkendorf, Kreta
Chambers, Courtney Col-
lett, Daniel Cuenca, Zach-
ary Franklin, Christopher
Hamblin.

Jeffrey Hamilton, Tammy
Idell, Michelle Jones, Nina
Jordan, Anthony Kits-
miller, Margaret Macemon,
Karena Mars, Denesha
Maxwell, Zachery Moore.

Jessica Mullins, Khuyen
Nguyen, Jennifer Richard-
son, Pamela Scott.

Don’t see your name?
If you believe you will

be graduating but your
name is not listed, call

(405) 682-7514 to
check your graduation
status. Students who
applied late may not

have made the
published list.

Tamara Starr, Bryan
Storie, Amy Sullivan, Joyce
Swink, Elizabeth Swisher,
Zachary Tedder, Dara Tho-
mas, Christopher Thorn-
ton, Pamela Turner.

Brandie Weaver, Glenda
Weiser, Shamaria Williams,
Elizabeth Williams, Gre-
gory Willingham, Amanda
Wilson, Donald Wood III,
Thomas Zermeno.

McMahill, Darla McMillan,
Martha Melendez, Paul
Merchant, Azine Moham-
madi, Erica Moon.

Chad Morrow, Michael
Mosley, Troy Nelson, Be-
linda Nolan, Asio Oumo,
Lindsey Paciorek, Jeremy
Penisten, Cuong Pham,
Valerie Pham, Phu Pham.

Courtney Pitt, Frank
Porcher III, Robert Post,
Nick Price, Dianne Richter,
Corey Rider, William Rieg,
Tiffany Rightmier, Dylan
Riley, Kari Ritter.

Ashley Roberts, Septem-
ber Rowlett, Tammera Saa-
vedra, Shalondreia San-
ders, Celeste’ Scheihing,
Madison Seely, Daniel
Sellers, Amanda Sherman.

Michael Shults Jr., Ze-
chariah Smith, Jeffrey
Smith, Lindsey Stacy,
James Sullivan, Fariha
Sultana, Joseph Swink III,
Danell Taeibi-Rahni.

Georgia Taylor, Lila
Thompson, Kimberly
Thompson, Patty Thomp-
son, Leah Timothy, Tou-
ssaint Towa, Thinh Tran,
Huong Tran.

Adriana Trevino, Jennifer
Tuccker, Addie Tune, Callie
Turner, Remi Umemoto,
Micah Ward, Ray Watson,
Krystal Webb, Daniel Weks-
ler, David West.

Denise Williams, Steve
Wilson, Kevin Winstead,
Devon Yost, Tara Zellner,
Hassan Zouga.

Debra Baade, Lilianna
Baeza, Connie Bailey,
Kristin Bayless.

Christoper Belew, Linda
Bett, Robyn Black, Kelly
Boyd, Lauren Bradley,
Paula Brice, Brownie Bri-
mage, John-Henry Butler,
Candice Butler.

Mercy Cheriasseril, Eli-
zabeth Cheriasseril, Mar-
cus Coffelt, Brandy Coker,
Amanda Crosby, Daniel
Cuenca, Jeremy D’Apolito,
Beena Devasia, Jenna Dill.

James Duncan, Shawn
Earley, Nathan Farns-
worth, Nanita Fleming, Te-
resa Freeman, Christopher
Frizzell, William Garrett,
Jennifer Grady, Jamie Hall.

Julile Hall, Jeffrey Ham-
ilton, George Hammond,
Deborah Harris, Valerie
Havrilla, Heather Hedrick,
Amy Heesch, Amy Holten,
Courtney Hopkins.

Judith Hopkins, Khusroo
Iqbal, Dana Jensen, Vicki
Johnson, Leslie Jump,
Charlotte Keys, Mary
Krebbs, Ricky Lawson, Ke-
vin Laxton, Jerry Leonard.

Judy Lloyd, Sarah Lujan,
Sean Lynch, Jennifer Mar-
dia, Karena Mars, Jared
McClure, Lori Medlin, Ja-
cob Melton, Timothy Mich-
aud, Zachery Moore.

Karen Moore, Michele
Mower, Michael Moynihan,
Shannon Newport, Chen
Hong Ngan, Tin Nguyen,
Zachary Nye, Kristin
O’Neal, Sharron Palmer.

Rachel Parish, Mark
Prokop, Thomas Reese,
Thurman Relerford II,
Nancy Renshaw, Rachel
Risner, Charlene Shea,
John Shelton.

Christopher Sherrill,

Robert Shinaman, Robert
Simmons, Eva Smith, Ted
Solis, Sewkeng Stein, Jen-
nifer Stubblefield, Deborah
Sumarell, Alecia Taylor.

Ashley Thiry, Joshua
Thomas, Randall Thomp-
son, Rebecca Toomey, Ro-
bert Trattner, Sandra Tre-
vino, Lynn Truong, Jason
Turner, Kathy Ury.

Tiffani Vasquez, Deborah
Wickware, Patrick Will-
iams, Timothy Williams,
Bonnie Wilson, Krishna
Wood, Mary Xuereb, Jo-
seph Yaffe, Jessica Zuza.
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Reporter investigates essay help program
By John Cloud

News Writing Student

Getting a better grade on
essays is easy, many stu-
dents say. These students
take the time to go to the
Communications Lab and
ask one of the tutors to cri-
tique their essays before
turning it in.

Many students are con-
vinced they improve their
scores by one letter grade
when they incorporate the
advice of the tutors into
their final product.

This reporter decided to
put the Communications
Lab to a test.

Rather than using the lab
during its regular hours,
the essay was submitted
via ECHO.

ECHO is an online tutor-
ing program offered by the
Communications Lab.

The reporter tested the
service by using an essay
turned in for last seme-
ster’s English Composition
class, an essay that could
have been better.

The essay was e-mailed
from home through the
ECHO system on a Sunday
night. It was as easy as

clicking onto the ECHO
website, www.okccc.edu/
echo, and hitting the sub-
mit button.

It was returned with ed-
iting suggestions on a
Wednesday night.

ECHO policies state the
goal is to provide feedback
in 48 hours. In this case,
the response took almost
72 hours, but that was to
be expected.

The ECHO website notes
that it may take more than
48 hours to return an es-
say if it is submitted dur-
ing the weekend.

The individual who cri-
tiqued the essay was help-
ful in every aspect. She
brought mistakes to this
reporter’s attention in a re-
spectful manner.

She pointed out the mis-
use of commas. She also
said the essay could be im-
proved if certain parts were
more developed, especially
the conclusion.

The best thing about us-
ing ECHO was how the tu-
tor did not just stop after
noting the things that were
wrong.

She took the time to point
out the elements that were
strong and the things that
were right.

 “VP,”
Cont. from page 1

OKCCC vice president
leaves for new position

This reporter’s experience
with ECHO was positive
and informative.

It is a service worth us-
ing even if it means writing
an essay a few days before
the deadline in order to
have time for the critique.

If those suggestions had
been incorporated into the

Diana Ward works on an essay for her American Federal Government class in the
Communications Lab. The lab offers ECHO, an online program designed to help students improve
their essays. For more information, contact the Communications Lab at (405) 682-1611, 7379.

Photo by Holly Jones

essay before it was turned
in, it certainly would have
earned a higher grade.

With the simple click of a
button, students get help
from someone who is em-

ployed by OKCCC’s Com-
munications Lab.

For more information,
contact the Communica-
tions Lab at (405) 682-
1611, ext. 7379.

By Magda Pavlak
News Writing Student

ECHO, a three-year-old
program to assist students
with their writing, is being
used more each month by
students, said Communi-
cations Lab Supervisor
Mindie Dieu.

“I’ve never seen it this
busy,” she said.

ECHO stands for Elec-
tronic Communications
Help Online. It offers stu-
dents the writing help they
need from the Communica-
tions Lab staff online.

“It is very easy to use and
convenient, said Greg
Nelson, political science
major.

“My political science

classes require a lot of es-
say writing and, some-
times, I wasn’t able to get
to the school to get some
help, so I used ECHO,” he
said.

To use the service, stu-
dents go to www.okccc.edu
/echo and select “submit a
paper.”

Within 48 hours, a lab
staff member will reply with
a critique of the essay, Dieu
said.

With ECHO, students can
submit papers on any sub-
ject and get help on gram-
mar, understanding as-
signments, and proofread-
ing.

The Communications
Lab staff helps with the
online submissions as well.

ECHO also offers rapid
response for quick answers

to grammar questions,
technical help, and instruc-
tional handouts on writing,
which students can print
out from their computers.

The Communications
Lab used to recommend
Smarthinking, which was a
third-party learning assis-
tance program that allotted
students 20 hours of tutor-
ing use over one year.

With Smarthinking any-
thing in excess of that, stu-
dents had to pay for.

Smarthinking is still
available. However, ECHO
is the college’s own online
learning assistance pro-
gram and is completely free
to all students.

Dieu encourages stu-
dents to choose ECHO for
its simplicity and conve-
nience.

ECHO program assists in writing
served the college in many
positions during her career
at OKCCC.

“I started in 1976 as an
adjunct professor of math-
ematics,” she said. “I be-
came a full-time professor
of mathematics in the fall
of 1977.”

In addition to Ackerman’s
teaching positions, she also
has been the mathematics
department chair, science
and mathematics division
dean, acting associate vice
president for academic
planning, associate vice
president for external edu-
cational programs, associ-
ate vice president for eco-
nomic development, and
acting vice president for
economic and community
development.

Paul Sechrist, acting

president, said Ackerman
has been an asset to the
college.

“It’s a difficult loss for
Oklahoma City Community
College, but a great oppor-
tunity for Ann,” Sechrist
said. “I know she’ll be suc-
cessful.

“She’s been involved with
Leadership Oklahoma as
an alumnus of the pro-
gram. She was in the very
first class. I think Leader-
ship Oklahoma made a very
wise choice. Ann is skilled,
capable, dedicated and
hard-working.”

Ackerman said she’ll take
a lot of memories with her.
“My experience as a profes-
sor are my fondest memo-
ries,” she said. “I enjoy hav-
ing former students come
up to me and tell me how
much they learned in my
class.”

Editor Christiana Kostura
can be reached at editor@
okccc.edu.
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By Jodie Walker
 News Writing Student

OKCCC’s nursing pro-
gram will be on the exam-
ining table when the na-
tional accrediting board
comes to visit this spring.

Nursing Program Direc-
tor Rosemary Klepper said
the visitors would check all
the vital signs in the pro-
gram to be sure it’s healthy
and able to do what it’s
supposed to do.

The National League for
Nursing Accrediting Com-
mission is responsible for
the specialized accredita-
tion of nursing education
programs all over the na-
tion. According to www.nln
ac.org, the goal of NLNAC
is to strengthen the educa-
tional process of nursing
programs. The commission
is well respected, and pro-

By Nate Degraw
News Writing Student

What started out as a dissertation written to ob-
tain his doctorate in history later became Les
Tucker’s first published book.␣

The adjunct history professor is the author of a
book titled “Major General Isaac Ridgeway Trimble:
Biography of a Baltimore Confederate,” recently pub-
lished by McFarland & Co., a publishing company
in North Carolina that publishes scholarly, refer-
ence and academic books.

Tucker kept his future in mind when he chose the
subject of his dissertation at Oklahoma State Uni-
versity.␣

“I made sure I picked a subject that would be mar-
ketable,” Tucker said.␣

Coupled with the marketability of the Civil War,
and his deep interest in the Civil War era, his sub-
ject of choice was Major General Isaac Ridgeway
Trimble, a general who led Confederate troops dur-
ing the Civil War, including the Battle of Gettysburg.␣

“I’m actually a relative of Trimble,” Tucker said. “I
was able to get in contact with a direct descendant
[of Trimble’s].”

The descendant provided documents and papers
from the era that aided Tucker with his research.

Tucker said many believe Confederate soldiers
joined the South in resistance to the modernization
and industrialization of America.

In contrast, Trimble was actively involved in rail-
roads and other technological developments. His
commitment to the South in the Civil War was driven
by his regional loyalties rather than an ideological
commitment to slavery, Tucker argues.

Tucker began teaching at OKCCC this semester.
He also teaches at the University of Central Okla-
homa in Edmond.

He is currently working on his next book, a biog-
raphy of Confederate General John Adams.␣  He has
hopes it will be published sometime next year.

“Major General Isaac Ridgeway Trimble: Biogra-
phy of a Baltimore Confederate” is available online
at www.mcfarlandpub.com.

Following are excerpts from the description of the
biography posted on the publisher’s website:

“Major General Isaac Ridgeway Trimble was one
of the oldest and more eccentric officers involved in
the Civil War. Born to a Quaker family, Trimble spent
his childhood on the American frontier. After gradu-
ating from West Point, he served in the Old Army
and then involved himself with the growing railroad
industry of the 1830s, living at the forefront of Ameri-
can modernization.

“This biography covers Trimble’s personal life and
career with both the railroad and the military. Si-
multaneously, it serves as a case study of an Ameri-
can who chose to side with the South. Before the
war, Trimble traveled freely between states and
showed no early indication of a regional attachment.

“The work uses Abraham Maslow’s motivation
model, the hierarchy of needs, to reconcile Trimble’s
self-interest with his need to belong to a commu-
nity. It also raises various questions related to
Southern history, including community identity,
modernization, and the concept of the ‘New South.’”

grams strive to be NLNAC
accredited.

Klepper said she looks
forward to meeting with the
program evaluators and
feels confident that
OKCCC’s nursing program
will remain NLNAC accred-
ited. The program has been
accredited since June
1977. The program’s last
evaluation was in Feb.
1998.

The evaluators will look
for organization, faculty
qualifications and work-
load, student financial aid
policies, how students are
selected, educational effec-
tiveness, components of
integrity and resources.

The resources they will be
looking at include the li-
brary, nursing lab, technol-
ogy, budget, and curricu-
lum.

The accreditation is im-
portant, Klepper said. The
Nursing program has 245

students taking major
nursing courses this fall.
Eighty to 90 percent of
these students will gradu-
ate. Of the students who
graduate, 87 percent, on
average, will pass their reg-
istered nursing exams on
their first try.

“NLNAC accreditation as-
sures that the program
meets all the standards of
excellence,” Klepper said.

The Oklahoma Regents
for Higher Education re-
quires nursing programs in
the state be NLNAC accred-
ited.

For more information
about the NLNAC, visit
their website at www.nlnac.
org.

For more information
about the OKCCC Nursing
Program visit www.okccc.
edu or e-mail Nursing Pro-
gram Director Rosemary
Klepper at rklepper@okccc.
edu.

Dissertation
turns to book

By Jodie Walker
 News Writing Student

Registered nurses are in
demand, which is why
OKCCC’s nursing program
will accept more students
in January.

The number of first-year
nursing students will rise
from 54 to 63, Nursing Pro-
gram Director Rosemary
Klepper said. The reason
for the rise is an abundance
of talent.

“So many qualified appli-
cants are applying,” Klep-
per said.

OKCCC, along with a few
other state colleges and vo-
cational schools, have
teamed up with Integris
Health to launch the 1+1
program.

The program is designed
to provide training for stu-
dents who were alternates
for admission into the reg-
istered nursing program.

The 1+1 program will pro-
vide six OKCCC students,
who are in the program
now, with the training to
become licensed practical
nurses.

After completing the first

year of the 1+1 program
and passing their LPN ex-
ams, the six students will
attend a two-credit ad-
vanced placement course
and upon completion will
be admitted to the OKCCC
registered nursing program
as second year students.

The students will start
the program in Nursing
Process III, skipping the
first two, Nursing Process I
and Nursing Process II, due
to their previous training.
This way, the students will
be able to graduate with
their respective classes.

“This is a pilot program,”
Klepper said.

The program’s continua-
tion will be based upon the
level of success of students
in the pilot.

“These students have
completed all the general
education and support
courses for the associate of
applied science degree in
nursing prior to being re-
ferred to the 1+1 program,”
Klepper said.

“There is a huge demand
for nurses all over the na-
tion, including Integris,
which is why Integris
Health is sponsoring the
program for students and

offering educational fund-
ing at the students’ re-
quest,” Klepper said.

Andrea LaFleur, nursing
student and mother of two,
is one of the students in the
1+1 program. She was an
alternate for acceptance
into the OKCCC registered
nursing program, but was
one of six to be accepted
into the 1+1 program.

LaFleur said the program
is demanding.

“Working 12 hours, two
days a week, studying for
tests, and working part-
time takes a toll on my fam-
ily but I know it’ll pay off in
the future,” LaFleur said.
LaFleur and Klepper both
expressed their gratitude
toward Integris Health.

“I couldn’t be happier
with the outcome of the 1+1
program,” LaFleur said.

Nursing program to be
examined in spring ’06

Program expects more students

Correction: In the Nov.
14 issue of the Pioneer,

the job title for Mari-Ann
Fenn in “Student work-
ers learn value of cus-

tomer service” was
wrong. Fenn’s title is
Employment Services

Adviser.
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Sports

UPCOMING
 OKCCC

INTRAMURALS
SCHEDULE

Mark Schneberger, Learning Skills professor, works on his upper body strength
in the weight room at the Wellness Center.  The Wellness Center is open Monday
through Friday, 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. and Saturday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Photo by LaWanda LaVarnay

By Matthew Caban
Staff Writer

The hum of treadmills and the
clank of free weights are common
sounds in the Wellness Center.

The area is located between the
Aquatic Center and college union
and  includes a gym, cardio room
and weight room, said Jack Per-
kins, Community Education and
Health coordinator.

“We have a lot of people who use
the facilities throughout the day,”

Wellness Center offers a variety of work out options
Perkins said.

Although a daily number was not
available, Perkins said 250 to 300
community members have mem-
berships to the Wellness Center.

Perkins said the busiest times for
the Wellness Center are the morn-
ing and evening hours.

“People come at different times
and it depends on what they are
here for,” he said.

Learning Skills Professor Mark
Schneberger said he prefers the
Wellness Center to other local
gyms. He lifts free weights, runs
on the treadmills and uses the el-
liptical machine.

“I like the convenience because I
don’t have to go far away to get a
workout,” he said. “I try to work
out everyday to get some energy
back for the rest of the day.”

Schneberger said there is usu-
ally space to work out at the
Wellness Center.

“At other gyms there always
seems to be a wait,” he said.

Schneberger said he likes being
able to get in a quick work  out
without having to wait.

The cardio and weight rooms of-
fer a variety of equipment for dif-
ferent exercises, Perkins said.

He said the cardio room houses
a Quinton, a Precor treadmill, El-
liptical Cross-Trainer, Diamond
Back upright and recumbent sta-
tionary bikes, and Stairmasters.

Biology Lab Director Virginia
Hovda said she enjoys the variety
of equipment the Wellness Center
offers. She said she works out on
cardio equipment and will add lift
upper body weights in the future.

Hovda said the equipment is
comparable to that of other gyms.

“I use the treadmill and the el-
liptical for the most part,” she said.

“The elliptical is one of the nicer
ones I’ve seen.

“It has a workout zone and can
be changed based on your age. You
learn about your workout while
you are doing it.”

Perkins said the basketball court
compares favorably to those in
other local gyms.

“We are short on space with the
cardio and weight rooms,” he said.

“We would love to expand, but
understand it’s not our decision.”

Schneberger said he would like
to see the area expand so more
equipment could be added.

Hovda said the Wellness Center
is clean and has a personal feel.

“The staff is very courteous and
helpful,” she said.

Perkins said the Wellness Cen-
ter is free to faculty, staff members
and students with a valid ID.

Community members may  pur-
chase a punch card or member-
ship in the Wellness Center.

“The punch card is good for four
months and 20 visits.

“It costs $40 for individuals, $30
for seniors and $25 for youth.”

Annual memberships cost $75
for youth, $110 for seniors, $165
for adults, $165 for senior families
and $215 for families.

“I don’t know of a gym on this
side of town that is that good,”
Schneberger said.

For more information, contact
Perkins at (405) 682-1611, ext.
7205.

Staff Writer Matthew Caban can
be reached at StaffWriter2@
okccc.edu.

•Dec. 1: The women’s Hot Shot
basketball competition begins
Thursday, Dec. 1 and continues
Dec. 8 in the gym. For more
information, contact Community
Education and Health Specialist
Eric Watson at (405) 682-1611,
ext. 7786.

•Dec. 3:  OKCCC hosts its annual
Joe Stocker Invitational swim
meet. The meet features high
school swimming and diving
teams. For more information,
contact Aquatics and Safety
Training Specialist Stephanie Scott
at (405) 682-1611, ext. 7662.

•Dec. 15-18: The annual Kerr-
McGee Pro-Am Meet returns to
OKCCC. Athletes must have
certain times to enter the
competition. Professional, amateur
and Olympic athletes compete in
this event. For more information,
contact Aquatics and Safety
Training Specialist Stephanie Scott
at (405) 682-1611, ext. 7662.
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By Lizzie Byrd
Staff Writer

The annual holiday office deco-
rating contest festivities will be-
gin Dec. 2.

This year’s program theme is
“Windows to Latino Holiday Tra-
ditions.” All offices are invited to
participate, said Rhonda Can-
trell, Training Specialist.

“I e-mailed all of the offices with
the guidelines and a small entry
form to fill out,” Cantrell said.
“Offices may complete the forms
and then e-mail their entry back
to me by Nov. 23.”

While “Windows to Latino Holi-
day Traditions” is the suggested
theme, offices are invited to cre-
ate their own. “Nothing in the
rules states that participating
offices must follow the program
theme,” Cantrell said.

This contest categories include
“Best Tree Category” and a new
addition, “Best Window Cat-
egory.” Cantrell said there are a
few special judging categories to
pay attention to: overall theme,
overall craftsmanship, authen-
ticity, detail and creativity will all
be considered during judging.

One winner will be selected
from category, and will receive a
plaque. Winners of the contest
will be announced Dec. 6 at the
College Holiday Luncheon.

Career Transitions Program
Director Nora Pugh-Seemster
explained how the theme was
chosen.

“The theme ‘Windows to Latino
Holiday Traditions’ embraces the
college’s goal to learn about,
reach out and better under-
stand the cultures of different
populations on camps.

“With the diversity within the
divisions of  Economic and Com-
munity Development, we wanted
to promote cultural awareness of
this population during this cam-
pus-wide event.

“Additionally, the college is ac-
tively recruiting Latino students,
who are a growing part of the
community in which we live. Ac-
cording to recent college statis-
tics, the population has doubled
in the past 10 years,” Pugh-
Seemster said.

Staff Writer Lizzie Byrd can be
reached at StaffWriter3@okccc.
edu.

Decorating
contest to
begin Dec. 2
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Highlights
Environmental Club welcomes you

The Enviromental Club is meeting from 3 to 4 p.m. ev-
ery Monday. The next meeting is Nov. 28 in 1C4. Free
pizza and drinks will be provided. For more information,
contact Public Relations Officer Holly Jones at (405) 682-
1611, ext. 7676.

Future Teachers Club to host party
Future Teachers Club will host a holiday party and open

house for the spring semester from noon to 1 p.m., Nov.
30, in 1D4 of the Main Building. Enjoy refreshments and
find out about the $5 per semester membership fees. For
more information, contact Activities Coordinator Dustin
Fisher at (405) 519-3716.

Student Art Show and Competition planned
Students who want to display their talent through artis-

tic paintings, drawings or poetry can have a chance to
win $50 gift certificate to Wal-Mart. Students can bring a
completed entry form and artwork to the office of Student
Life. The submissions must be turned into Student Life
by Dec. 2 by 5 p.m. For more information, about rules
and regulations, contact Student Life at (405) 682-7523.

Absolute publication accepting submissions
The Absolute, OKCCC’s literary and art journal, is ac-

cepting fiction, nonfiction, poetry, artwork and photogra-
phy. The deadline for submissions is Dec. 2. Submission
forms are available in the Arts and Humanities office. For
more information, contact English Professor Clay Ran-
dolph at (405) 682-1611, ext. 7238.

Black Student Association fund-raisers
The Black Student Association is selling tickets to a

mall for the 2005 Festival of Giving. Quail Springs has its
event 3 to 9 p.m. Dec. 4. The tickets allow giveaways,
door prizes and special store discounts. Tickets are $5
and can be purchased from any BSA member or in Stu-
dent Development. The BSA will sell tickets to the sec-
ond annual Winter Ball “A Night of Glitz and Glamour” to
be held on Dec. 2. Tickets can be purchased for $5
singles, and $7 for couples. For more information, con-
tact Vice President Bashir Abdullah at (405) 682-7535 or
(405) 558-1598.

Reading Club shares passions at meeting
The Reading Club welcomes and encourages students

who share the joy of reading and discussion to join the
club. The next meeting is at noon Dec. 5. Students are
welcome to bring a book and share it with the club. For
more information about the Reading Club, e-mail Club
Member Jenny Bryan at 74jenny@sbcglobal.net.

Oklahoma Association of Community Colleges
Each year the Oklahoma Association Of Community

Colleges awards scholarships to students from its mem-
ber institutions to continue their education. The Scholar-
ship awards students with $1,000 to be used during the
2006-2007 academic year. Winners will be awarded and
expected to attend the OACC annual conference March
2. Applicant qualifications may be found on the scholar-
ship application at www.oaccwebsite.org. For more in-
formation, contact past President Rick Woodard at (405)
733-7999 or email rwoodard@rose.edu.

Winter Ball to show off the glitz

’Tis the season for giving...

Photo by
Holly Jones

By John Savage
Staff Writer

Have you ever wondered
what it would be like to step
onto the red carpet?

This year, the Black Stu-
dent Association will make
that fantasy a reality when
the second annual Winter
Ball is held from 7:30 p.m.
to midnight, Dec. 2, in col-
lege union.

“This year the Winter Ball
is a red carpet event,” said
Head of the Promotions
Committee freshman Sher-
win Johnson. “It is going to
be like a world movie pre-
mier.”

He said stars, which
party-goers can sign, can
be purchased for $2.
Johnson said attendees
also can have their pictures
taken just like stars at a
Hollywood premier. For $5,
they can have their hands
imprinted and be named
along the red carpet.

All proceeds go to help
the BSA raise $10,000 for
members to attend the Big
XII Student Government
Conference in Feb-uary be-
ing held in Ames, Iowa, at
the University of Iowa.

The Photography Club
will take photos and a fil m
crew will tape the ball to be
put on a DVD for sale. The
proceeds go to the BSA.

The theme for this year’s
Winter Ball is “A Night of
Glitz and Glamour.” Stu-
dents and faculty should
dress accordingly.

“This event is very formal.
[Students should attend
wearing] a ball gown or tux-
edo and tie,” said Alexis
Omari, freshman co-chair
of Promotions Committee.

Khakis, jeans, and snea-

kers are not allowed, but
students and faculty can
attend in a nice suit,
Johnson said.

The Winter Ball will in-
clude a live disc jockey who
will play various styles of
music including rap, hip-
hop, reggae, salsa and
other music from around
the world.

A BSA king and queen
will be crowned, and an
award for best-dressed
couples and singles also
will be awarded, Johnson
said.

“Everybody is allowed to
attend the ball,” Johnson
said.

Tickets for the Winter
Ball can be purchased from
the BSA.

Pre-purchased ticket
prices are $5 for singles
and $7 for couples.

The price the night of the
ball will be $10 for singles
and $12 for couples.

Staff Writer John Savage
can be reached at Staff
Writer1@okccc.edu.

Sabrina
Patterson,
paramedic
major, holds up
a stuffed
Snoopy Dog to
be given away
at Christmas.

“It's a good
cause, so
come and fill
the box,”
Patterson said.
All unwrapped
presents,
appropriate for
ages 2 to 14,
should be
brought to the
Toys for Tots
gift box,
located in the
entrance of the
bookstore.

The gifts will
be picked up
Dec. 14 by
Toys for Tots.

Highlights are due by 5 p.m. each Tuesday for
publication in the next issue of the Pioneer.
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Class ifi eds

FOR SALE: ’02 Honda Accord
LX 4 door Sedan, 141k, auto-
matic transmission, power win-
dows, mirrors & locks, sunroof
(flip-up), cruise control. Asking
$820 OBO. 325-2900.

FOR SALE:  ’99 Jeep Wran-
gler. 4 cylinder, 4 x 4, maroon with
tan soft top, 5 speed. 77k miles.
$8,500. Call 823-2287.

FOR SALE:  ’98 Ford Explorer
XLT, $6,100. 105,000 miles, runs
great, well maintained, very clean,
white with gray leather. Most
records here, oil changed reli-
giously; doesn’t leak a drop. Call
Jason at 323-7145.

FOR SALE:  ’98 Ford Escort,
red, 143k miles. Runs very well.
Needs A/C repair. Asking $1,800
OBO. 872-9721. Ask for Eric,
Donna or Kristen.

FOR SALE:  ’91 Honda Civic
DX, Lt blue, 183k miles, 4 cylin-
der, 5 speed, CD player, runs
good. Asking $1,500 OBO. Call
Scott 314-4935.

FOR SALE:  ’91 Lexus LS400,
V8, loaded, $2,995. 326-5495.

FOR SALE:  ’89 F150 XL Ford
Truck, 5 speed, 4 WD. $2,500.
376-3550.

FOR SALE: ’88 Fleetwood
Cadillac. As is, $500. 605-7728.

FOR SALE: ’88 GMC 4 X 4.
Runs great, $2,250. 922-1284.

Pioneer Classified Advertising
is free to all currently enrolled
OKCCC students and employ-
ees for any personal classified
ad. Ads must be submitted in
writing with IDs supplied or
work area and college exten-
sion included. Deadline for ad-
vertising is 5 p.m. Tuesday
prior to the publication date.
For more information, call (405)
682-1611, ext. 7674.

FOR RENT: Original owner
looking for responsible renters for
lovely townhouse duplex at SE
24th & Hwy 9 in Norman. This 2
bedroom, 1 1/2 bath has an ex-
tended one-car garage, fenced in
big backyard, fireplace, w/d hook-
ups, refrigerator, ceiling fans. In a
quiet family/college student neigh-
borhood. Pets okay with deposit.
Immediately available. Easy ac-
cess to Hwy 9. Call 682-1611, ext.
7305, for more information ot to
see your new home.

ROOMMATE WANTED: Neat
and responsible male or female,
with references, for an apartment
in Legacy Crossing. Will have own
bed and bath. $310/month plus
half of the utilities. Available Dec.
15. Call Nancy at 201-0946.

BOOK FOR SALE: Modern
Radio Production book for sale.

FOR SALE: Nikon Cool Pix
8700 digital camera, 8.9 - 71.2
mm. 128 MB card, case and USB
card reader included. Perfect con-
dition. All for only $500. Call 682-
7523 or e-mail ehedges@okccc
.edu.

FOR SALE: 17” computer moni-
tor, $50. Canon laser printer, $30.
Canon ink jet printer, $20. Call
605-7728.

Zio’s Italian Kitchen
on the canal

Now hiring servers
Flexible hours
Apply anytime

Part-time loaders/unloaders needed.
$8.50 - $9.50 to start. Continuous raises,
3 shifts to choose from, weekends off,

free benefits. To inquire, visit
www.upsjobs.com.

EOE

Earn money & stay in shape
while going to school

UPS PART-TIME JOBS

FOR SALE: Cream king blan-
ket, $20. Green chenille king bed-
spread, $20. Tan king bedskirt,
$10. OBO. All in very good condi-
tion; redecorating — now colors
all wrong. 685-3776, VMBox 3574.

HELP WANTED: Female stu-
dent looking for a job as a nanny.
Responsible, experienced, own
transportation, afternoons and
weekends. 314-9017.

FOR SALE:  Maytag washer,
Gas hook-up, late ’90s model,
good condition. $60. Call Jared
488-5330.

FOR SALE: Frigidaire washer
& dryer set. $450. Less than 1
year old. Warranty with Best Buy
until October 2007. Call Rachel at
408-5327.

FOR SALE: Brand new Net-
gear wireless router MR814-11
mbps. $20. Please call 640-8183.

FOR SALE:  Wedding dress

FREE TO GOOD HOME: My
newborn son is allergic to our long-
time family cat and the doctor
says she has to go! Lovable and
spoiled rotten. De-clawed.
Spayed. 10 years old. Female.
She is not an outdoor cat! If inter-
ested, please call April at 682-
1611, ext. 7462, or e-mail at
ajackson@okccc.edu.

FOR SALE: Pure bred red nose
pit bull puppies. $150. One  dark
brown beauty. The others are
mostly white with great markings.
I have 2 females/2 males. If inter-
ested, please call 301-0822.

FOR SALE: Pure bred Ameri-
can Big Head Pit Bull puppies.
Born 09-22-05. Have several pure
white. All are adorable with excel-
lent markings. $300 each. If inter-
ested, call 409-8871.

2921 SW 82nd
2 bd duplex for rent, 1&1/2 bth, 1 car
gar, fireplace, fenced yard, avail now
for move-in. Call today and mention

this ad and your app fee is free!
Call 691-0740, ext. 302

FOR SALE: Full-size bedroom
suite: bookcase headboard, 4-
drawer chest, pillow-top mattress
and box springs, $200 OBO.
Round retro pink and chrome
dining room table with 4 matching
chairs, $100 OBO. Long 6-drawer
dresser with no mirror, $35 OBO.
Fuchsia microwave with turntable,
$35 OBO. Call 364-6051 or ext.
7544 and leave a message.

FOR SALE: Glass dining table
w/ 4 chairs, excellent condition.
$150 firm. Call Candi at 573-
4829.

FOR SALE: Pulaski glass/mir-
ror hutch. Gorgeous, 46” X 79.”
$700 OBO. Call 627-1435.

Looking for seasonal full-time/part-
time office associate. Flexible hours.

Need to be friendly, hard working, and
able to work opens and closes.
Please call Penn Square Mall

Helzberg Diamonds at 843-6020 or
apply online at www.helzberg.com.

Child Care Assistant I (PPT)
M-F Day shift

Clean OSBI, Current CPR, Experience
a plus, Continuing education a must.

Starting pay: D.O.E.
Call (405) 840-3224

FEMALE ROOMMATES NEE-
DED: To share large home 3 miles
from OKCCC, 20 minutes from
OU. Nice neighborhood, 3 car
garage, 2 1/2 bath. Fully furnished
except bedrooms. $340/month
plus 1/3 bills. Call 615-2396, leave
message, or e-mail im_luv@
yahoo.com. Pictures available.

RESPONSIBLE ROOMMATE
WANTED:  I have a room to rent in
Norman. Must rent soon. Very
nice. Very reasonable. High speed
DSL. Satellite w/ all channels.
Security alarm. Pool. Basketball.
Close to the interstate. Call Cara
at 701-5958. $265/mo. plus 1/2
bills.

RESPONSIBLE FEMALE
ROOMMATE WANTED:  Spa-
cious 3 bed, 2 bath. New con-
struction house. Nice neighbors,
2-car garage, washer/dryer, fully
furnished, 1/2 of all bills, $400 rent
and 1/2 utilities (elec, water,
phone) Harrah location, 25 mins.
from OKCCC. 249-5324. Leave
message if no answer please.

size 12/14. Lace and beads. Heart-
shaped neckline. Train and slip.
Asking $150. Call 632-6259.

$25. Call Christiana at 682-1611,
ext. 7409.

BOOK FOR SALE: HIST 2103,
$15. Call 793-2774.

BOOK FOR SALE: Conversa-
tional Spanish book, Motivos de
Conversacion, 6th edition. $65.
Call 823-2287.

IT PAYS TO
ADVERTISE IN
THE PIONEER!
************

CALL DUSTY AT
(405) 682-1611,

EXT. 7674

Save time!
Fax your ad to
the Pioneer at

(405) 682-7818
or e-mail

ADMAN@okccc.edu
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was screaming in my face,”
she said.

Carney said that scenario
isn’t surprising. Abuse can
begin on a small scale, then
escalate. “This can be a
slow process.”

An abuser will slowly be-
gin to exercise more control
and groom his or her part-
ner to be a victim, she said.

In addition, victims tend
to be isolated, Carney said,
which makes them feel like
they can’t get help.

Hope, 19 at the time of
the first incident, said she
didn’t understand why her
partner was abusing her.

“I was just confused. Be-
cause I loved him, I was
more concerned with why
he was acting that way
than the fact that he was
acting that way.”

Carney said Hope’s feel-
ings aren’t surprising.

“The woman who is a vic-
tim of domestic violence
usually feels that it’s her
fault because the man’s
telling her it’s her fault.”

Hope said she stayed in
the relationship for nearly
seven years.

“When you love some-
body, it’s real hard to leave.
You want to help them,” she
said. “You see reason to
help them and you don’t
want to stop until you help
them, but there’s a point
where you have to stop.”

Carney said abuse occurs
in a cycle.

“After the abuse occurs,
the abuser often goes
through a period of apolo-
gizing… being very atten-
tive, very affectionate, very
good to the spouse who’s
been abused, particularly
in the first couple rounds
of it.”

Carney said the relation-
ship then gradually be-
comes tense again for both
partners and abuse occurs
again.

Linda Guetterman, stu-
dent development counse-
lor, agrees that abuse rarely
ends with a single occur-
rence. “One incident sets
the stage for it to happen
again,” she said.

While the Student Devel-
opment department at
OKCCC isn’t equipped to
counsel domestic abuse
victims, Guetterman said,
they will provide referrals to
students who request help.

One domestic violence
hotline Student Develop-
ment refers students to is
(800) 522-7233.

People who are in abusive
relationships stay for many
reasons. Hope had hers.

“You’re not going to leave
until there’s nothing you
are getting out of it. Wheth-
er it’s emotionally or physi-
cally, if there’s something
you are getting out of it,
you’re going to stay until…
what you’re getting out of
it isn’t worth what you’re
being put through.”

Carney said domestic vio-
lence can be physical
abuse, mental control or
psychological harm.

Hope said she experi-
enced many forms of abuse
and, as a result, sought
many forms of counseling.

“We both went through
single and couples counsel-
ing several times,” she said.

Carney said whether or
not abusers can be cured
is a controversial topic.

She said there are believ-
ers on both sides. But help
is available for both victims
and abusers.

Carney said the holidays
could add stress to rela-
tionships. Increased stress
levels are one of the risk
factors for abuse.

Hope said she tried group
therapy and alternative
forms of therapy. In the
end, she had to leave her
partner.

“To get away from him did
not mean not loving him; it
meant I had to love myself
more to get away. It was
about me loving myself
more and letting [the rela-
tionship] go.”

Hope said she also was
worried about the effect the
abusive relationship was
having on her children.

“It came down to the kids.
That was my stopping
point,” she said. “He never
physically hurt them, but
what he did affected them.

“I came to a point where I
didn’t want [my daughter]
to go for a man like that and

I didn’t want [my son] to
become a man like that.”

Carney said that was a
wise decision. Abusive be-
havior in the family can be
transmitted to the next
generation.

Boys who see their father
beat their mother are more
likely to imitate, and girls
who witness the abuse are
more likely to tolerate
abuse, Carney said.

Although Hope said she
lost many things — a car,
family members, friends,
apartments, jobs, her
school career and mostly,
her sense of security, that
wasn’t the worst part.

“The hardest thing was
when my family and friends
didn’t understand, but I

never wanted them to un-
derstand,” Hope said.

Hope said ending her re-
lationship involved filing
for a Victim’s Protection Or-
der against her partner that
protects her and her chil-
dren.

 “Abuse,”
Cont. from page 1

Domestic abuse behavior can be passed on to children

Does your partner
• Ask you to account for your time?
• Discourage or forbid you to spend time with other family or friends?
• Constantly criticize and belittle things you do?
• Blame you for everything that goes wrong?
• Control all finances and want you to account for money you spend?
• Humiliate you in front of others?
• Destroy your personal property?
• Prevent you from working or attending school?
• Threaten to harm you, your children, family, friends or pets?
• Hit, punch, push, slap, kick or bite you or your children?
• Force you to perform sex acts against your will?

“The best thing you can
do for somebody going
through [what I have gone
though] is to stand by them
and be there for them.”

Editor Christiana Kostura
can be reached at editor
@okccc.edu.

If you answered “yes” to any of these questions, you may be in an abusive
relationship or at risk of becoming involved in an abusive relationship.

—courtesy www.http://www.riversofhope.org/Battering/battering.htm


