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Out of the
old, into the
new: Westmoore
High School senior
Tanner Nicholson
transports college
textbooks to their
new home in the
college gymnasium.

The college
bookstore is
temporarily relocating
to the space in the
gymnasium while the
college undergoes
remodeling.

Photos by
Melissa DePew
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See “Budget,” page 12

College budget increased
by more than $2 million

See “Chase,” page 12

By Vu A. Vu
Editor

President Bob Todd received a
5.2 percent pay raise, the biggest
among OKCCC employees, during
the June 18 Board of Regents
meeting, when regents approved a
$31.2 million budget for fiscal year
2001, an increase of $2.3 million
from the FY 2000 budget.

Regents also approved an em-
ployee pay raise that will affect 390

OKCCC employees.
Faculty members will receive pay

raises ranging from 3 percent to
4.5 percent depending on perfor-
mance appraisals.

OKCCC’s pay raise average for
faculty is 3.75 percent.

Classified, professional and
managerial employees will receive
an average pay raise of 3.25 per-
cent.

Executive employees will receive
an average pay raise of 2.25 per-
cent. Those include all college ad-
ministrators except the president.

Adjunct professors will receive a
3 percent raise from $500 per
credit hour to $515 per hour.

In the spring semester, OKCCC
offered 999 classes, of which 502
were taught by adjunct professors.

Out of 395 employees (faculty,
classified, professional, manager,
executive) five employees, or about
1.3 percent, will not receive pay
raises due to poor performance ap-

By Mark Stack
Staff Writer

OKCCC was the end of the
line for four young men try-

ing to elude the Oklahoma High-
way Patrol by driving speeds reach-
ing more than 100 miles per hour.

The chase, which began around
10 a.m. on the H.E. Bailey Turn-
pike near Chickasha, lasted for al-
most an hour along Interstate 44,
ending on the south soccer field on
the OKCCC campus, narrowly
missing camp kids playing soccer.

Maintenance mechanic Terry
Kilpatrick saw the end of the chase
from the OKCCC roof.

“I saw one [OHP] car turn around
in the median of the interstate who
I thought was going to pull some-
one over,” said Kilpatrick.

“But he stopped, got into his
trunk and threw a spike into the
middle of the road, attempting to
stop someone they were chasing,”
Kilpatrick said.

OHP Trooper Brian Medeiros was
the officer who threw the spike
onto the road.

“They came up I-44 and we at-
tempted to stop them with a semi-
road block, but they ran off the
road onto the OKCCC campus and
continued to elude us,” he said.

Medeiros, a former OKCCC se-
curity officer, said OHP officers had
initially attempted to pull over the
driver of the car for speeding, but
he didn’t stop. Medeiros said one
of the suspects in the vehicle had
three warrants out for his arrest.

Once on the OKCCC campus, the
chase continued on the grass past
the tree nursery, down the south
side of campus and ended when
the Chevrolet Malibu stopped in
the middle of the south soccer field
and the men jumped from the car.

“They [drove] right through the

High-speed car
chase ends
on soccer field
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Editorial

Poppa Woods
shoots bogey

Tiger came, Tiger saw, Tiger got the heck out.
The U.S. Open swept through Tulsa last week,

and unlike everyone expected, Tiger was never in
contention.

The only variable that is consistent when Tiger
loses is one man, his father.

Earl Woods has done a terrific job closing his
mouth and not saying anything outrageous since
Tiger’s first Master’s win.

That all changed the week prior to the U.S. Open.
Earl opened his mouth and inserted his foot for

the first time in a great while.
Earl always has something to say, and never has

a problem doing so. But lately his comments have
never been as outlandish as this one.

The comment Earl made was that his son was as
influential as Nelson Mandela.

Earl, you have got to be kidding not only me, but
yourself.

Let’s start with wrongfully locking Tiger up in
prison for 25 years and then we might be able to
compare, slightly.

But to say that Tiger is as significant a figure as
Mandela is absurd and unwarranted.

What issue has Tiger ever made a stand on?
Tiger never made an appearance or spoke dur-

ing the 50th anniversary of Jackie Robinson’s en-
trance into Major League Baseball.

He never took a stand on Casey Martin’s plea for
a golf cart, even though they were good friends at
Stanford. He has never said anything for or against
anything.

In fact, it would be wiser to compare him to
Michael Jordan. Jordan took plenty of heat for not
speaking about several issues. He was crucified
when people learned Nike was allegedly using chil-
dren in Asia to make their products.

Jordan was also questioned about why he never
stood up for African-Americans rights. He did, how-
ever, and donated a great deal as well, but he did it
quietly and not for the publicity.

James, Michael’s father, never ran to the press
and claimed how great his son was.

One day Tiger will be a very influential political
figure because he is incredibly smart. I mean he
did graduate from Stanford. Right now though, he
is too concentrated on winning and dominating the
game of golf to do anything else.

Who can blame him? He’s having fun and not
caring about anything but golf.

He does great work helping children and teach-
ing them life and the game, so let him work his
way up from there, because he will.

But don’t denigrate the incredible work that
Nelson Mandela has dedicated his life to.

It’s not fair to Tiger so early in his life, and it
devalues Mandela’s cause.

Daddy, shut up and let Tiger do the talking.
—Mark Stack

Staff Writer

To the Editor:
Looking forward to sum-

mer activities often means
more time outdoors and
traveling. The Oklahoma
State Department of Health
and the American Academy
of Pediatrics (AAP) want you
to have a safe and fun sum-
mer by observing the fol-
lowing safety procedures.

Sun Safety
•Babies under six

months of age should be
kept out of direct sunlight.

•Use sunscreen with at
least a 15 (SPF) sun protec-
tion factor before going out.

•Keep children out of the
strongest sun’s rays from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Pool Safety
•Make sure adults are

trained in life-span tech-
niques and CPR.

•Surround your pool on
all sides with a sturdy five-
foot fence.

•Keep rescue equipment
(a long poll, with a hook on
the end, life preserver, a
portable telephone) near.

•Adults should be within
arm’s length of infants or
toddlers.

Bug Safety
•Don’t use scented

soaps, perfumes or hair

sprays on your child.
•Repellents for use on

children should contain no
more than 10 percent
DEET because the chemi-
cal is absorbed through the
skin and can cause harm.

•Avoid areas where in-
sects nest or congregate,
such as stagnant pools of
water, uncovered foods and
gardens.

•Avoid dressing your
child in clothing with bright
colors or flowery prints.

Travel Safety
•Buckle up.
•Keep supplies with you,

such as snacks, water, a
first aid kit and any medi-
cines.

•Always use a car seat,
starting with your baby’s
first ride home from the
hospital.

•Read manufacturer in-
structions and vehicle
owner manuals to properly
install the car seat.

•Put your child in the
back seat. It is the safest
place in the car because it
is farthest away from a
head-on crash (the most
common type of crash.)

•Children in rear-facing
car seats should never be
placed in a front seat

equipped with an air bag.
•Children traveling alone

should carry their medical
information with them.

—Oklahoma State
Department of Health

Safe summer fun tips for kiddos

Contact the editor atContact the editor atContact the editor atContact the editor atContact the editor at
682-1611 ext. 7675 or682-1611 ext. 7675 or682-1611 ext. 7675 or682-1611 ext. 7675 or682-1611 ext. 7675 or

e-mail ate-mail ate-mail ate-mail ate-mail at
editor@editor@editor@editor@editor@

okc.cc.ok.usokc.cc.ok.usokc.cc.ok.usokc.cc.ok.usokc.cc.ok.us



June 25, 2001 • PIONEER • 3Lab Director • Ronna Austin • 682-1611, ext. 7307

Comments and Reviews

The nebulous
World of mr. VuTo the Editor:

Oklahoma citizens aren’t
taking advantage of their
rights under state law and
I’d like to see that change.

A small paperback book
exists that contains a sen-
tence that has the ability to
deliver power into the
hands of Oklahomans.

“All records of public bod-
ies and public officials shall
be open to any person for
inspection, copying, and/or
mechanical reproduction
during regular business
hours…”

This statement can be
found on page 48 of the
Oklahoma State Open
Meeting and Open Records
Book. This book, sold in the
college bookstore for about
$13 or any other state
bookstore, outlines the
laws set forth by the state
of Oklahoma that give citi-
zens of Oklahoma the “in-
herent right to know and be
fully informed about their
government.”

Every Oklahoman should
invest in this book because
it holds big information
within its pages. Be fore-
warned: many government
officials don’t want its citi-
zens to have this informa-
tion. However, holding back
such information is against
the law.

For instance, it tells you
and me that we have the
right to request OKCCC’s
annual Staffing Plan. The
Staffing Plan lists the name
and salary of every OKCCC
employee — even that of
President Bob Todd. In fact,
as a college employee, my
salary is also listed, along
with the raise I received.

You can also find out
whether I’m full-time or
part-time and how much in
tax dollars the college is
willing to pay me.

What is my job, you ask?
Better yet, what are my job
requirements? Under the
Open Record laws, you can
request the records con-

taining that information as
well. All you need is my
name. In fact, do you want
to know the qualifications
I possess that prompted the
college to hire me? Request
a copy of my application for
employment.

As an employee of the
state, I am paid with state
tax dollars — your money.
Because you pay my salary,
you have the right to know
how much you’re paying
me as well as the right to
know what I’m doing to
earn that money.

Why aren’t more folks
seeking access to this infor-
mation and more? Maybe
some people aren’t inter-
ested in how their hard-
earned money is being
spent. But many are. Those
folks may run into the fol-
lowing roadblocks:

•They don’t know where
to begin seeking informa-
tion.

•They don’t know if they
actually have a right to the
information.

•Public officials either
don’t understand the Open
Records laws or don’t fol-
low them.

•Intimidation and fear.
As a journalist, I’m ac-

customed to having to
make requests and having
to fight the occasional
battle for an open record.
The average citizen is not.

It’s just not that difficult
to request a record. First,
ask where the record you
are seeking is kept. Almost
any department can tell
you where certain records
are kept. Go to that area
and request the informa-
tion. You may be asked to
make the request in writ-
ing but, by law, aren’t re-
quired to do so. (Many en-
tities like to keep track of
requests so you may want
to help them out by filling
out a request. That’s up to
you.)

You should either receive
the information you re-

quested within a reason-
able amount of time or be
turned down. If you are de-
nied the request, the denial
must be accompanied by
the exact statute from the
Oklahoma Open Records
Act that gives that person
the right to decline your
request. There are some
circumstances when you
may also be charged a
small fee for copying.

Easy enough? Yes. Does
it happen often enough?
No.

I encourage every Okla-
homan to at least take a
moment to read the forward
of the Oklahoma Open
Meeting and Open Records
book, written by Attorney
General Drew Edmondson.

One paragraph reads,
“The most common ques-
tion with regard to public
records is whether or not a
document is an open record
subject to the Open Rec-
ords Act. Although there
are several exemptions to
the Act, our general advice
to public officials and agen-
cies is to presume that all
records are open. If we start
from the premise, and con-
duct our business accord-
ingly, we will avoid much of
the contentiousness that
often accompanies ques-
tions about open records.”

Those who hold the
records are the keepers, not
the owners. Help keep them
honest.

—Ronna Austin
Pioneer Lab Director

During my six-day environmental journalism
academy in Washington, D.C. two weeks ago, I be-
came more proud and envious of my profession.

Guest speaker Amy Goodman, host of Pacifica
Radio’s daily news magazine “Democracy Now” went
to Indonesia to cover the atrocities by the Indone-
sian government committed to quell the uprising in
East Timor in 1995.

Goodman, and her producer Jeremy Scahill,
watched a massacre between Indonesian troops and
East Timor residents.

The Indonesian troops then attacked Goodman
and Scahill, beating them with the butts of their M-
16 rifles, bought from the United States.

“Australia! Australia! Australia!” the troops
shouted while they bashed Goodman, who couldn’t
weigh more than 120 pounds. They kicked her and
cracked the skull of Scahill while he put his body
over Goodman’s to protect her.

 A few years earlier, Indonesian troops cut off the
genitals of five Australian journalists and put them
in their mouths. The Australian journalists choked
and then were shot, to make sure they were dead.

Australia did nothing in retaliation, which is why
the troops kept yelling “Australia!” Instead,
Goodman yelled out, “America!” and the troops
stopped the beating.

Goodman also covered stories involving Shell Oil
and Chevron’s exploits in Nigeria.

When Nigerian citizens protested the drilling,
Shell purchased weapons for Nigerian troops. The
troops killed the protesters.

Another oil company visited Nigeria. Since Chev-
ron was an American company, the Nigerians
trusted them. However, Chevron helicopters landed
near a group of Nigerian protesters and greeted them
with a hail of bullets.

Chevron even admitted that it paid and trans-
ported Nigerian military and police troops in 1998.

About 60 other young journalists from all over
the United States heard Goodman’s story and they
were just as shocked as I was. Since East Timor
voted for independence, Goodman has been barred
from returning to the land in the Pacific where she
almost lost her life for doing what she loves and for
what she believes in.

When I came back to Oklahoma, I realized that
my world had become smaller. And I was glad that
I lived in Oklahoma, where, as youngsters would
say, there isn’t anything to do.

—Vu A. Vu
Editor

Mr. Vu goes to
Washington, D.C.

Citizens have right to
access public records

“Those who hold
the records are the

keepers, not the
owners.”

—Ronna Austin
 Pioneer Lab Director

•It Pays to advertise

in the PIONEER•
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By Melissa DePew
Staff Writer

As of late March, the
OKCCC honors program is
under new leadership for
the first time since it was
created 11 years ago.

After careful review of
applicants, Dr. Paul
Sechrist, vice president for
Academic Affairs,  and the
Dean’s Council chose his-
tory professor Mendy Ber-
gin to be the new honors
coordinator.

Bergin said she had been
interested in the honor’s
program since she had first
come to the college in 1990.

As she became good
friends with Linda Thorn-
ton (former coordinator and
creator of the program),
Bergin became more inter-
ested in the program.

Thornton must have fore-
seen Bergin’s eagerness
and ability to handle the

Vice president of 25 years announces retirement

task.
When Thornton an-

nounced she would be leav-
ing her position, she con-
tacted Bergin, encouraging
her to apply for the coor-
dinator’s position.

Bergin said she was a
little hesitant that she
would be chosen, since she
had only been working at
the college full time for two
years.

Nevertheless, she applied
in February and waited
with hope.

“I was very excited when
I found out,” said Bergin.

“I really admired Linda
Thornton. She was won-
derful.”

Sechrist said the decision
was based on who would be
best for the program.

When reviewing applica-
tions for the program,
Sechrist said among other
things, he noted Bergin’s
“commitment to continue
moving the program for-
ward.”

Bergin will continue the
program much like
Thornton’s plan but she
hopes to make a few
changes along the way.

One of her proposed
ideas, if approved, would
help students who may
have gotten off to a shaky
start in their earlier years
or at another college.

“Currently, you can’t
have any F’s at all [to be
part of the honors pro-
gram.] I’d like to change it
so that the work only
counts for here,” said
Bergin.

She said this would mean
that bad grades from other
schools would no longer
hinder students from the
ability to graduate with
honors.

Bergin said she hopes to
“make sure all students
know that all sections can
be made into honors
classes.”

She said a lot of people,
including professors, are

unaware of this op-
tion.

Students also
need to be aware
that this option de-
pends on the profes-
sor and whether the
professor is willing
to make an honors
option for those
seeking honors
credit, she said.

Eventually, stu-
dents may be able to
find an honors ad-
viser in each depart-
ment.  If this pro-
posal is approved,
Bergin hopes that it
will help standardize the re-
quirements for converting
classes to honors.

“It’s not fair to the stu-
dents that some classes re-
quire more work than oth-
ers [to get honors credit.]

Bergin will make a pre-
sentation to the faculty ac-
quainting them with the

honors program and some
of her proposed ideas dur-
ing preparation and plan-
ning week in August, the
first week before school.

For more information
about the honors program
and proposals, contact
Mendy Bergin at 682-1611,
ext. 7171.

Mendy Bergin
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By Melissa DePew
Staff Writer

Dr. Gary Rankin will be
the guest of honor at a fare-
well retirement reception
honoring him on his final
day of work, June 29.

The department of Eco-
nomic and Community De-
velopment is hosting the
“come-and-go” celebration
from 8:30 to 11:30 a.m. in
the office of Economic and
Community Development.

The reception will honor
Rankin, vice president to
the department, for his
nearly 25 years of dedicated
service to OKCCC.

Rankin moved from Illi-
nois to Oklahoma City in
1976. In Illinois, Rankin
was part of the staff at Wil-
liam Rainey Harper College,
where he met his wife
Tommie. Before this, he
was a director of testing at
Essex County College in
Newark, N.J.

Once he was in Okla-
homa City, Rankin did not
let his fondness for educa-
tion dwindle.

Rankin has been em-
ployed under multiple vice
president titles since he be-
gan his career at OKCCC in
1976.

He was first hired as the
Vice President for Student
Services. From there, he

moved to the position of
Vice President for Planning,
and within a year he was
sitting behind the name-
plate for Vice President for
Planning and Research.

Then in 1992,  Rankin ac-
cepted the position for Vice
President to Administrative
Services and in 1997, he
became the Vice President
of External Education Pro-
grams.

Rankin has served in his
current position of Vice
President to Economic and
Community Development
since 2000.

Rankin said he’s really
enjoyed the changes he has
seen in the student popu-
lation over the years.

“When I first came here,
at least 95 percent, if not
higher, of the students were
adults. Seeing the younger
students come out full-time
was neat,” he said.

He also said he has had

a good time work-
ing with the devel-
oping community
of OKCCC.

“I’ve enjoyed
working with stu-
dents and seeing
clubs and organi-
zations grow.”

Rankin said he
particularly has
enjoyed “the last
three or four years
working out in the
community.”

Coordinating the
North Central Ac-
crediting Process
in 1991 and overseeing the
annual OKC Arts Festival
have been some of his best
highlights at OKCCC.

While it appears that
Rankin has stayed busy
with his many titles and job
descriptions, he had a great
time at the college.

“I’ve enjoyed my tenure
and I never regret that I

“I’ve enjoyed my tenure and I never regret
that I came to Oklahoma City.”

— Dr. Gary Rankin, Vice President of
Economic and Community Development

Dr. Gary Rankin says good-bye to co-workers

New director may bring change to honors program

came to [Oklahoma City.]”
His secretary, Margy

Davis said it has been a
wonderful experience work-
ing for him.

Everyone is invited to
Rankin’s reception, which
will also consist of a spe-
cial presentation at 9 a.m.

 Dr. Gary Rankin
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The history of Independence Day

Metro area makes plans
for Independence Day
Fourth of July Celebration at the Myriad Botanical Gardens

OKC: The Botanical Gardens will host its annual garden party starting at 6 p.m.
and culminates with a traditional fireworks display at 9:45 p.m. For more event
information, call 405-297-3995.

Freedom Fest 2001
Yukon: Located in the Chisholm Trail Park in Yukon. Family celebrations include

children’s tent and activities, free swimming, car show, musical entertainment and a
fireworks show at dusk set to music by the Oklahoma City Philharmonic.

LibertyFest Parade and Park Fest
Edmond: Parade will be held that begins at 10 a.m. Festivities will continue at Hafer

Park with  games, entertainment, Battle of the Bands contest, food and free water-
melon. Classic Bike Tours of 18, 38, and 76 mile rides begin at 7 a.m. at Hafer Park.
A huge fireworks display will finish off the day at Wantland Stadium in Edmond.
Entertainment will be provided before fireworks display at dusk.

Bricktown Fourth of July Celebration
Bricktown: Come celebrate Independence Day in Bricktown with a Parade and

Fireworks in Oklahoma City.
Music, dancing, exhibits, sports, and children events will all be happening. Call

236-4143 or 236-8666 for more event information.

Fun, Food, Fireworks highlight 2001 Star Spangled Salute
Midwest City: The Star Spangled Salute will be the East-

ern Oklahoma County Fourth of July Celebration, which
will be held on Tinker Air Force Base. Ten communities
of Eastern Oklahoma County will sponsor a family cel-
ebration at Tinker. Everyone is invited to enjoy free
entertainment, a variety of food vendors, and
children’s activities.  The fireworks display will begin
at dusk and will be simulcast on 94.7 KQSR and 101.9,
the Twister.

Independence Day is the
national holiday of the
United States commemo-
rating the signing of the
Declaration of Indepen-
dence by the Continental
Congress on July 4, 1776,
in Philadelphia.

At the time of the signing
the United States consisted
of 13 colonies under the
rule of England’s King
George III.

There was growing unrest
in the colonies concerning
the taxes that had to be
paid to England. The colo-
nists were forced to pay
taxes while they were not
allowed representation in
the British Parliament.

In 1774, the 13 colonies
sent delegates to Philadel-
phia to form the First Con-
tinental Congress. The del-

egates were unhappy with
England, but were not yet
ready to declare war.

By June of 1776, a year
after the Second Continen-
tal Congress and two years
after attempting to work
out its differences with the
British, the congress de-
cided to compose a formal
declaration of indepen-
dence.

Thomas Jefferson was
chosen to write the first
draft which was presented
to the congress on June 28.

After various changes a
vote was taken late in the
afternoon of July 4. Of the
13 colonies, nine voted in
favor of the declaration, two
— Pennsylvania and South
Carolina — voted against
the declaration, Delaware
was undecided and New

York abstained.
The following day copies

of the declaration were dis-
tributed. The first newspa-
per to print the declaration
was the Pennsylvania
Evening Post on July 6,
1776.

On July 8 the declaration
had its first public reading
in Philadelphia's Indepen-
dence Square. Twice that
day the declaration was
read to cheering crowds
and pealing church bells.

And although the signing
of the declaration was not
completed until August, the
Fourth of July has been ac-
cepted as the official anni-
versary of United States
independence.

—Information
courtesy of

www.holidays.net

What are you
doing this Fourth?

I’m having a party at
the Stancampiano
Resort, east of

Tahlequah. This will be
the 18th annual.

—Tony Stancampiano,
professor of biology

I’m going to Bricktown
and I’ll be around my
family. I’ll probably

take my kids to Bricktown
to see the fireworks.

—Tasha Williams,
psychology major

I’m going to ride the
new roller coaster at
Six Flags because I’m

an adrenaline junkie.

—Tammy Vaughn,
psychology major

I’m just going to the
KATT Fest at the zoo
amphitheater with

about six of my friends.

— Jason Farmer,
 computer science major

I’m going to a fireworks
show at my church. I’m
a minister there.

— Kyle Phillips,
biblical studies major

Photos By
Melissa DePew
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Tammy Aderhold, Shirley
Agha, Mohammed Alam,
Miranda Aldridge, Brant
Alexander, Carla Alexan-
der, Jeffrey Amos, Carina
Amrine, Darlisha Ander-
son, Donna Anderson, Ri-
chard Anderson, Joe An-
draszek, Melissa Andrews,
Syrina Austin, Tiana Babb,
Brian Bailey, Crystal Balke.

Davis Ball, Douglas Ball,
Jo Bannister, Elizabeth
Barnes, Emily Barton, Sa-
rah Baskin, Jeffrey Basler,
Stacey Baxter, Misty Bean,
Lorena Becerra, Erika Bell,
Mark Bell, Richard Ben-
nett, Ronald Berger.

Brian Berry, Donna
Berryhill, Edward Betchan,
Zachery Bice, Travis Big-
gerstaff, Leslie Bishop,
Nathan Blais, Brandon
Blankenship, Justin Blew,
Tara Bodine, Tamera Boe-
hm, Jennifer Book, Oscar
Botero, Tamara Bott, Tara
Brewer, Mike Bridges.

Carmen Brite, Amy
Brown, Daman Brown, De-
von Brown, Elizabeth
Brown, Robert Brown,
Royce Brown, Terri Bryan,
Thuy Bui, Jaimee Capps,
Brad Carr, Elise Carr, Sean
Carroll, Creshia Cecil.

Julie Chapman, Tyler
Chapman, Kuan Chen,
Dorin Cheng, Lorraine
Childers, Hannah Chorost,
John Chrisman, Jacob
Christian, Lay Cheng
Chua, Denise Clary, Gre-
gory Clopton, Kevin Cobb.

Tammy Collett, Erin
Cook, Jaclyn Cooley, Alison
Cooper, M.K. Copeland,
Steven Copeland, Paige
Cory, Patrick Couch, Robin
Cox, Charlene Coy, Krysta
Crall, Todd Crews, Tara
Crites, Danny Crockett,
Michele Crosby, Kourtney
Cudd, Ginger Culbertson.

Tammy Cummings, Kari
Cunningham, Duane Dal-
inger, Clifford Damon, Tam
Dang, Lynndal Daniels,
Sami Daraby, Carmen Da-
vis, Geoffrey Davis, Natisha
Daws, Inger Delany, Jenni-
fer Devito, Elijah Dickens.

Bentley Dill, Rebecca Dill,
Chrisie Dillingham, Doan
T. Doan, April Doerfler, Su-

san Donnelly, Meitra Doty,
April Douglas, Mindy Dow-
dle, Ryan Dragg, Dana
Drake, Kasey Dunn, Dieu
Hien Duong, Philip Duvall,
Jim Earle, Tina Edmonds.

Jeremy Eidson, Phyllis
Elliott, Natalie Emholtz,
Rachel Engles, Beau Erwin,
Pamela Ethier, Jason Far-
mer, Elizabeth Fikes, Cyn-
thia Finneran, Bradley Fitz-
gerald, Jonathan Floeter,
Jimmy Flores, Eva Frazier,
William Frazier, Roblee
Fredricks, Benjamin Free-
man, Trixey Fry.

Stephen Gaines, Moni-
ca Gallamore, Amber
Garrett, Joel Gavin, Lea
George, Alicia Gibson,
Danny Gibson, Jevon Gill,
Karen Gilleland, Jerrad
Gillham, Seth Glenn, Jean
Goforth, Natalia Gomez,
Naomi Gooch, Christina
Good, Jonahs Goodrich,
Diana Gossett.

Brian Graham, Kath-
erine Graham, Mechelle
Graham, Jordan Gray,
Micah Gray, Michelle
Green, Donna Greenwood,
Susan Greer, Leah Gregg,
Douglas Gregory, Skylar
Greiner-Hays.

Tracy Groves, Luv Vonda
Grummer, Melissa Guice,
Kristol Guthmueller, Joely
Gwin, Barbara Gwinn,
Judy Hagen, Terri Ham-
mett, Toni Harris, Dustin
Harth, Mohammed Hasan,
Miki Hashizume, Shana
Hawke, Jared Haynes,
Jenny He, Wendi Heck,
Aaron Heilaman, Leslie
Hendrix.

Richard Hensley, Shanda
Herd, Fabiola Hernandez,
Chad Hester, Daphne Hes-
ter, Hunter Hiebsch, Bar-
bara Hietpas, Jennifer Hill,
Paul Hillian, Jerimy Hin-
nen, Dawn Hitchcock, Hao
Ho, Y.N. Ho, Khanh Hoang.

Shannon Hock, Kelli
Holley, Lacey Howe, Song
Hu, Sarah Hubbard, Tren-
ton Hubbard, Brock Huff-
man, Stuart Hughes, Loan
Hy, Isniati Ishak, Eri Ishi-
mine, Hope Isokrari, April
Jackson, Christopher
Jackson, Stormy Jackson.

Laura Jacobs, Luke Jan-
ger, Jennifer January, Jes-
sica Jenkins, Taunda Jen-
kins, Alana Johnson, An-
dria Johnson, James John-
son, Kyle Johnson, Brian
Jones, Brooke Jones, Cris-
ta Jones, Jamie Jones.

Jessica Jordan, Laura

Kammerlocher, Marisa Kel-
ler, Nona Kelly, Anna Kel-
ton, Somphachit Kham-
manivong, Vincent Kilgore,
Esther Kim, Aric Kinder,
Jennifer Kinder, D’Lyn
Kiser, David Knight.

Steven Kraft, Justin Kre-
ger, Adam Lagace, Matthew
Lamey, Cassandra Law-
hon, Anhdao Le, Truc Le,
Xuan Le, Benjamin Le Gall,
Beverly Leach, Jeffrey Lee,
Tim Lehner, Mildred Let-
tenmaier, Shannon Lewis,
Jun Li, Chris Lindsey,
Laine Lindsey, Mimma
Liwgren, Henry Loi.

Brandy Loyd, John
Lugafet, Lynette Luginu,
Olga Lusche, Erin Lusk,
Sarah Ly, James Lynn,
Eric Maloy, Margie Maloy,
Virginia Marshall, Andrea
Martin, Amber Mason, She-
ri Mason, Corey Massey,
Debra Maxey, Melissa
Mayfield, Helen Mboh.

Alana McAnally, Christie
McBride-Roberts, Kather-
ine McCalla, Ferrill McCan-
dless, Amy McCord, John
McCuan, Wayne McGee,
Shannon McGowan, Jamie
McGuckin, Kelly McLe-
more, Carol McLinn, Ryan
McMurray, Melissa McNatt,
Jennifer McRorie.

Joseph Melichar, Mari-
ana Mendes, Alejandra Me-
za, Douglas Miller, Sally

Mills, Sharon Mitchell, Ja-
son Monholland, Brian
Moone, Casey Moore, Janie
Moore, Tamara Moore,
Sara Mooring, Teri Morgan.

John Moroney, Jennifer
Morris, Anissa Moten, Kris-
topher Mullenix, Craig
Murdock, James Murnan,
Efterpi Murphy, Payam Na-
el, David Navarro, Aaron
Newman, Calven Ngo, Cu-
ong Nguyen, Duc Nguyen,
Hang Nguyen, Long Ngu-
yen, Mai Phuong Nguyen,
Phuong Nguyen.

Thu Nguyen, Tina Ngu-
yen, Toan Nguyen, Truong
Nguyen, Tuan Nguyen,
Neomah Nickell, David
Nunes, Nurlela Nurlela,
Jonathan Nusbaum, Dy-
lan Oaks, George Ong,
Rose Overton, Kristi
Parks, Robert Partovi,
Kelli Patton.

Amy Perkins, Kristen
Perkins, Vicki Perkins,

Travis Perrine, Teena
Perry, Thao Pham,
Huy Phan, Travis
Phelps, Clifford Phil-
ips, Brian Philpot, Sa-

rah Philpot, Tara Picek,
Ashley Piersall, Kassandra
Pigg, Cezary Poljanowski.

Jamie Presley, Bethany
Pruett, Veronica Quinn.

Frank Rakestraw, Chris-
tie Ramirez, Janelle Ram-
irez, Robert Ramsey-Hess,
Kayvan Rasolkhani, Aaron
Ray, Lauren Reed, Lucas
Reed, Stephen Reid, Laura
Restall, Tyson Reynolds.

Travis Rice, Emily Rich-
ards, Paul Riedl, Chiaki
Rikimaru, Stacy Ritter,
Syed Rizvi, Billy Robbins,
Paul Roberts, Dallas Rob-
ertson, Kristie Robertson,
John Robinson, Brandy
Rodriquez, Roy Rogers,
Johanna Rojas.

Christina Rose, Kevin

Rose, April Ross, Monica
Roundtree, Jeffrey Russell,
Tommy Rutz, Jeff Ryan,
Deborah Sanchez, Danielle
Sanders, Lawrence Sand-
ers, Derek Schubert, Ryan
Schwartz, Kenneth Scog-
gins, Malisa Scoufos, Ste-
ven Seawright, David Sew-
ell, Brian Sexton.

Michael Sheaffer, Natisha
Shepard, Naomi Shimizu,
Simran Singh, Cynthia
Skiver, Steven Slater, Brian
Smith, Emie Smith, Khal-
iliah Smith, Markus Smith,
Melva Smith, Robin Smith,
Oscar Solorzano, Margo
Somerville, Tim Sorrels,
Lindsay Spears.

Jason Spiller, Petr Sra-
mek, Christopher St. John,
Erin Stanley, Patti Steen,
John Stephens, Karen
Stewart, Elva Stillwell, Geri
Stockton, Suzanne Stroup,
Clinton Sturdevant, Hea-
ther Sutton, Jill Symes,
Akram Taghavi.

Richard Tarp, Seth Tate,
Nicholas Taylor, Ginette
Tchiengang, Shawn Tea-
gue, Celio Terrones, Mich-
ael Tetzlaff, Hung Thai,
Kimberly Thomas, David
Thompson, Deborah Tice,
Amy Tippett, Bryant Tran,
Genneva Tran, Huy Tran,
Thu Thuy Tran.

Truong Tran, Amanda
Tritten, Hang Truong, Bret
Umber, Daidria Under -
wood, Geoffrey Underwood,
Crystal VanSchuyver, Jas-
pal Vasdev, Marvin Vau-
ghn, Susana Veit, Henry
Vijayan, Hung Vo, Sothy
Vong, Somphone Vong-
deuane, Phu Vu, Cori Wad-
ley, Michael Wagner.

Sharen Walk, La Dawn
Walker, Sharon Walker,
Mike Walters, Shan Wang,
Eva Wargin, Ben Weber,
Russell Weed, Kathryn
Welch, Jana Westbrook,
Heather Wheeler, Thomas
Whinery, Marvin White, Joe
Williams.

Patrick Williams, Rachel
Williams, Amanda Wilson,
Cory Wilson, Debraha Wil-
son, Lisa Winborne, Tho-
mas Wiseman, Scott Wo-
mack, Kathryn Wood, Su-
san Woodfin, T if fany
Woods, Ami Wright.

Marco Yanes, Heather
Yarbrough, Robert Yates,
Penny Yeary-Parton, Mich-
ael Yellope, Harry Ynguan-
zo, Jennifer York, Jeff
Young, Kelli Young, Charles
Zacher.

Vice president’s honor roll recipients named
Students are eligible to be placed

on the Vice President’s Honor Roll
in any semester in which they have
achieved a semester grade point
average of 3.5 while carrying at
least 12 hours. Part-time students
are eligible if they have maintained
a 3.5 GPA for two consecutive se-
mesters.

“Once again,  I“Once again,  I“Once again,  I“Once again,  I“Once again,  I

would l ike  towould l ike  towould l ike  towould l ike  towould l ike  to

commend the  studentscommend the  studentscommend the  studentscommend the  studentscommend the  students

who qual if ied for  thewho qual if ied for  thewho qual if ied for  thewho qual if ied for  thewho qual if ied for  the

honor  ro l ls .honor  ro l ls .honor  ro l ls .honor  ro l ls .honor  ro l ls .

Each student hasEach student hasEach student hasEach student hasEach student has

my best  wishes formy best  wishes formy best  wishes formy best  wishes formy best  wishes for

continued academic success.”continued academic success.”continued academic success.”continued academic success.”continued academic success.”

—Paul Sechrist

Vice President for Academic Affairs

ViceViceViceViceVice
President’sPresident’sPresident’sPresident’sPresident’s

HonorHonorHonorHonorHonor
RollRollRollRollRoll
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President’sPresident’sPresident’sPresident’sPresident’s
HonorHonorHonorHonorHonor
RollRollRollRollRoll

Students named to President’s honor roll

Stephanie Abbott, Aman-
da Abernathy, Christina
Adkins, Chad Aebischer,
Kristina  Allen, Stacy Allen,
Thomas Allen, Kristal Alm-
quist, Lilly Amos, Karen
Arduine, Permyos Asong-
chainaowara, Rachel Ax-
ton, David Badders.

Jason Baggett, Earl
Bailey, Gary Bailey, Sherry
Baker, Michael Barnett,
William Bass, John Bates,
Lynne Bates, Robert Beals,
Sarah Bean, Dean Beau-
doin, Gary Beckmann, Ben
Bellingham, Angel Berry.

Jacqueline Berry, Jamie
Berry, Nacy Bettes, Cath-
erine Biggerstaff, Shelby
Blackwell, Barry Bosnyak,
Cathy Bowman, Tami-Jean
Box, Brittany Boydstun,
Claudia Boydstun, Dani
Boyles, Valerie Bradshaw,
Sarah Branecky, Tami
Branham, Caryn Broda.

Maximilian Brodie-
Mends, Angela Brooks,
Melba Broyles, Kathleen
Buck, Erine Budi, Robin
Burch, Larry Burgardt,
Sharon Burgin, Steve By-
ers, Keri Cabarcas, Barbara
Cain, Aaron Campbell, Cry-
stal Campbell.

Melissa Campbell, Laurie
Canelo, Cathy Canfield,
Rick Cantu, Quynh Cao
Duc, Sandra Carter, Ernest
Cataldo, Craig Cates, Glen-
na Chamberlin, Shelley
Chambers, Lai Hoon Chan,
Jeffrey Cheek, Jonathan
Cheung, David Childers,
Rosario Chinchayan.

Cecilia Church, Daniel
Clark, Jennifer Clark,
Amanda Clements, Thomas
Cluff, John Coffey, Tsugi
Coleman, Kyle Compton,
Jessica Coughran, Gricel
Cowo, Rhonda Crawford,
Tonya Cron, Christian Cur-
tin, Kari Dabbs, Vu Dang,
James Daugherty.

Malea Davis, Aloha Day,
Irvin De Atley, Kathy Dean,
Andrea Delheimer, Amie
Delong, Amanda Dem-

bowski, David Den Daas,
Charles Dickerson, Sherice
Diehm, Huynh Doan, Ray
Dockrey, Carrie Doerksen,
Leslie Doshier, Brent Dos-
ter, Melissa Doster, Amy
Double, Samuel Eggleston.

Tony Ellis, Susan Ember-
ton, Elizabeth Epps, Kathy
Erwin, Katherine Etherton,
Sean Evans, Barbara Fain,
Marjan Fardadfard, Makyla
Feddersen, Jason Fergu-
son, Kristin Fiene, H.C.
Fleming, Sharon Followill,
Dana Foreman.

Lanita Francis, Eric Free,
Brandon Funk, Melody
Gallamore, Michael Gangl,
Moses Gathaiya, James
Geddes, Kennith George.

Shannon George, Chan-
tel Gilbert, Janet Gil-
breath, Tonya Giudice,
Heather Gold, Randy Gor-
don, Mark Goyette.

Michael Graden, Kerry
Graham, William Gray,
Braden Green, Kathryn
Green, Mike Green, Amy
Griffin, Barbara Grogan,
Sarah Gross, Catharine
Hale, April Hampton,
Patricia Hansen.

Jeffrey Hardin, Jana
Hardy, Kristin Harling,
Cynthia Harmer, Eric
Harmon, Susan Harris,
Melaney Harrison, Rachel
Harsen, Tracie Heard,
Amanda Hendrickson, Mi-
chelle Hendrickson, Susan
Hernandez, Dana Hess,
Makoto Hikida, Amy Hill,
Dovie Hines.

Michael Hisey, Ricky
Hodges, Sherrie Hodgson,
Roy Hoffman, Brandon
Holmes, Jay Hooley, Mike
Hooper, Jennifer Hopkins,
Jennifer Hoskins, Amy
Hostetler, Heather Hottel,
Laurene Hubler, Cathy
Hume, Detra Humphrey,
Simone Hurst, Martha Im-
hof, Leigh Jacobs.

Kendall James, Andrea
Jean, Brad Jerome, Mich-
ael Johansen, Cheryl John-
son, Milja Jokanovic, April
Jones, Lacey Jones, Rebe-
kah Jones, Lara Karic, Jen-
nifer Karr, Ayesha Khaton,
Ted Kidd, Matthew Kies,
Basel Kilani, Michelle King,
Stephanie King, Brittan
Kirkham, Angela Kolke.

Alicia Kopisch, Amy Ko-

pisch, Ryan Kostuck, Phil-
lip Kundes, Thai Lam,
Brandi Lege, Cristen Lewis,
Lynn Lloyd, Toni Long,
Ngoc Ly, Melissa Lyon,
Travis Mangum, Tommy
Manning, Roger Maroney,
Jacqueline Marquez, Dan-
iel Martin.

Fernanda Martinez,
Amanda Massegee, Chan-
dra Maynard, Michelle
Maynard, Andrew McCann,
Joseph McClendon, Kelly
McCollum, Rodney McCor-
nack, Jan McHenry, Mon-
ica McLaren, Heather
Mead, Barbara Menifee.

Marouane El Kheir,

Christyne Miller, Amanda
Milleson, Donald Mills,
Robert Mitchell, Shannon
Monson, Tiffany Montes-
ano, Clayton Moore, Mich-
ael Moore, Melanie Morph-
is, Charles Morris, Christie
Morris, M. Morshed, Brea
Murnan-Arnold, David

Murray, Kyle Newcomb.
Linda Ngo, An Nguyen,

Anh Nguyen, Cuc Nguyen,
Hai Nguyen, Hai Nguyen,
Hai-Yen Nguyen, Quang
Nguyen, Thomas Nobles,
Kelly Notch, Sheila O’Dell,
Susan O’Keefe, Daniel Og-
le, Penny Olivier, Jenna
Orahood, Vijay Oza.

Clayton Page, Amber
Pape, Veretta Parker, Mich-
ael Pascarella, Claudia Pas-
chmann, Jana Patrick, Eli-
seus Patton, Betty Pender-
grass, Brandon Penick,
Cecilia Peters, Canh Pham,
Thao Pham, Kaye Philpot,

Pam Pinero, Krista Pitt.
Anthony Potter,

Toya Potter, Michele
Presley, Cynthia
Price, Azin Rahimi,
Claudio Ramos, Paul
Ramsperger, Denise

Randolph, Joshua Rayl,
Beth Reagan, Justin
Reandeau, Deborah
Redden, Melissa Reed.

Lesa Rhoads, Vonna
Richards, Esther Ri-
vera, Lisa Roberts,
James Robertson, Gina
Rogers, Jeffrey Rogers,
Gregory Rohleder, Leo-
nard Roland, Jennifer
Romash, Stefanie Roo-

ney, Isabel Rosales,
Daniel Ruhl, Emily Rus-
sell.

Benjamin Salda, Steph-
anie Sanders, Greg Sat-
terlee, Sandra Savory,
Michael Scott, Suzanne
Sells, Julie Shatswell,
Ashley Shelton, Larry Shel-

ton, Roseanna Shelton,
Nancy Shupe, Elizabeth
Slate, Virginia Smith.

Danielle Spencer, Glen-
na Stahl, Tammy Stanford,
Krista Stanley, Linda Starr,
Gregory Stephens, April
Stoll, Randall Stover, Fran-
kie Strange, Ronda Stucks,
Patrick Tanner, Mary Tas-
ier, Wes Tebo, Jacqueline
Terrell, Robert Tetteh.

Patricia Thomas, Jean
Thompson, Ann Tinnin,
Larisa Tishkova-Dygert,
Nathan Toland, Sarah
Townsend, Hiep Tran, Tony
Tran, Jerry Trout Harwood,
Gary Tucker, Cari Turner.

Shannon Van Nostrand,
Deborah Van Wye, Christy
Vanderbilt, Sergio Vasquez,
Tammy Vaughn, Brooke
Vinson, Dorothy Virden,
Vickie Vogler, Ngoc Vu, Pat-
ricia Wade, Jeremy Waldie,
Terry Walker, William Wal-
ker, Bridgette Ward, Law-
rence Ware, Kyle Wash-
burn, Frenando Wauneka.

Jennifer Webb, Kathryn
Webb, Tif fany Wedel,
Ashley Wells, Philip West,
Leslie Whisenhunt, Patrick
White, Silke White, Tim
Whitley, Jason Wiggins,
Heather Williams, Kyoko
Williams, Jennifer William-
son, Lindsey Willmon.

Annette Wilson, Heidi
Wilson, Nathaniel Wilson,
Andra Wolfe, Robert Wolz,
Carse Wood, Stacey Yates,
Peter Young, Michele Zehr,
David Zentz, Sherry Zim-
merman.

Students are eligible to be placed
on the President’s Honor Roll in
any semester in which they have
achieved a semester grade point
average of 4.0 while carrying at
least 12 hours. Part-time students
are eligible if they have maintained
a 4.0 GPA for two consecutive se-
mesters.

“Students“Students“Students“Students“Students

achiev ing theachiev ing theachiev ing theachiev ing theachiev ing the

President ’s  honorPresident ’s  honorPresident ’s  honorPresident ’s  honorPresident ’s  honor

rol l  are  recognizedrol l  are  recognizedrol l  are  recognizedrol l  are  recognizedrol l  are  recognized

for  obtaining thefor  obtaining thefor  obtaining thefor  obtaining thefor  obtaining the

highest  standard ofhighest  standard ofhighest  standard ofhighest  standard ofhighest  standard of

academicacademicacademicacademicacademic

performance .”performance .”performance .”performance .”performance .”

—Bob Todd

OKCCC President
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By Jennie Dougherty
News Writing I Student

What began with just a
few sunflower and pump-
kin seeds has bloomed into
an ongoing project for the
preschoolers and kinder-
gartners at the OKCCC
Child Development Center.

Director Charlotte Wood-
Wilson says that this year’s
garden is the best garden
the center has ever had.
Both teachers and stu-
dents agree.

The garden was planted
around the beginning of
April when kindergartners
prepared the soil and
planted seeds including
corn, sunflowers, mari-
golds, pumpkins and to-
matoes.

The idea for the garden
project was born after the
children became interested
in some sunflowers they
were growing in the class-
room, as well as some wild
pumpkin plants they found
outside.

Many purposes are being

served by the garden in-
cluding teaching the chil-
dren language lessons.

A journal is kept where
the kids can record
thoughts about the garden
as well as drawings and
photos that show the
progress made with the
garden.

The garden teaches math
when the children use
numbers to count and
measure plants.  Science is
also incorporated when the
children see what will grow
and learn about the differ-
ent plant types.

The children have also
learned responsibility. It’s
their job to water and
sometimes weed the gar-
den.

This summer, one of the
children’s relatives who
works in farming will be
visiting the children to give
them some gardening tips.

The vegetables in the gar-
den are not grown only as
a science project.

Once the children learn
about the vegetables, they
will be picked and prepared
for the children to eat.

By Elizabeth Braker
News Writing I Student

The adventures of the
MacGregor family will con-
tinue this September when
“Falcon of Abydos,” third
novel of biology professor
Richard Trout, hits stores.

“Falcon of Abydos” is
geared towards middle
schoolers.

It continues the action
and adventure from Trout’s
first novel, “Cayman Gold,”
and his second, “Elephant
Tears.” Chris, Heather and
R.O. MacGregor are home-

schooled children traveling
the world with their father,
a scientist writing on en-
dangered species.

“Falcon of Abydos” brings
the action to Egypt where
their father is attending  a
conference in Cairo.

Although Trout has never
been to Egypt, he worked
to describe the country by
reading many books and
spending hours watching
television and interviewing
people who had been there.

Trout said this is better
because he can capture the
land “through the eyes of
many people” rather than
just his own.

Trout’s publisher, Lois
Qualben of Langmarc Pub-
lishing, praises the prof-
essor’s writing.

“He has a talent for mak-
ing  you sit on the edge of
your seat.”

Qualben said the book’s
appeal is in the “adventure
element that Trout is able
to weave into a very infor-
mative, educational book.”

The characters aren’t
perfect, but they’re fun and
the family functions well
together, she said.

Of the upcoming release,
Trout said he’s making
progress as a writer.

“This book’s going to be

longer and more complex,”
he said.

The book will be longer
because Eqypt is a more
complex setting than the
Caribbean reef or African
game park in his previous
books.

In addition, Trout said
“books grow because you
now have memories —
memories of previous char-
acters.”

The MacGregor family is
also attracting a wider va-
riety of ages than Trout first
anticipated.

“Falcon of Abydos” was
previously scheduled to
come out in March. How-

ever, since the first two
books came out in just one
year, the series had not
quite found a market yet.
Trout said.

But, then in April and
May, his first two books
sold more copies than in
the previous 18 months
combined.

Trout said he has plans
for three more books about
the MacGregor family, set
in India, China and Austra-
lia.

He also has plans to pub-
lish an inspirational novel
for adults, “A World With-
out Eden,” set in ancient
Rome.

How does your garden grow?

Professor’s novel set for September release

On June 18 the sunflow-
ers opened and kindergar-
ten teacher Chris Shay was
just as thrilled as her stu-
dents were.  She said that
she’s enjoyed the garden
and thinks it’s a great
project that the kids con-
tinue to be enthusiastic
about.

The children are anx-
iously waiting for the
pumpkins to appear,

checking everyday for their
arrival.

They are also looking for-
ward to the time when the
“little green balls,” on the
tomato plants turn red.

“Someone who actually
keeps a garden would prob-
ably die if they saw this,”
Shay said about the gar-
den, referring to its diver-
sity of plants, ranging from
unidentified weeds to corn.

One thing the garden
doesn’t have is carrots.

“Someone stepped on
them,” Wood-Wilson said.

When asked what he
liked best about the gar-
den, kindergartner Austin
Foley, 4, was quick to an-
swer.

“I like when the sunflow-
ers are growing. I think
they’re six feet tall.”

He’s probably right.

Above: L to R:  Front row: Kali Tevis, Thi Lam, Chase Weaver, April Nguyen, Elayna Jackson,
Matthew Duong, Samantha Williams. Back row: Cory Grabenbaur, Aryann Young, Paetra
Files, Taylor Clanton.  The CDC class enjoyed a day outside as they played in the sprinkler
and ran around the garden.

 Photo by Melissa DePew

“I like when the sunflowers are growing.
I think they’re six feet tall.”

—Austin Foley
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By  Susan Craig
Staff Writer

Taxpayers who filed a
2000 income tax form and
had a taxable income in
the year 2000 will receive
a check from the federal
government.

According to the IRS
website, “the Economic
Growth and Tax Relief Rec-
onciliation Act of 2001 ap-
proved by Congress and
signed by President Bush,
directs the Department of
the Treasury to send
checks to most income tax-
payers this year, giving
them an advance payment
of a 2001 tax credit. This
is a reduction of tax and is
not taxable income on the
federal tax return.”

The article also said that
anyone who “could have
been claimed” as a depen-
dent on another person’s
2000 tax return is not eli-

gible for the check.
Betty Ayers, with the In-

ternal Revenue Service Lo-
cal Taxpayers Advocate Of-
fice in Oklahoma City, clari-
fied this, “if a person was
claimed by their parents on
the 2000 income tax form,
then they would not be eli-
gible for the advance. If the
person claimed themselves
and had a taxable income,
they would get 5 percent of
their taxable income up to
the $300 maximum for
singles, $500 for head of
household and $600 for
married couples.”

Ayers also said, the tax-
payer will receive a letter in
July explaining whether
they will get the check, how
much and approximately
when they could expect it.

The original plan was to
start mailing out the checks
the week of July 23, but
Ayers said “this has turned
out to be a mammoth un-
dertaking and the dates
may have to be pushed

back.”
Taxpayers who have

moved in the last year and
have submitted a change of
address with the Post Of-
fice, will be able to receive
a check from the IRS. Tax-
payers who have moved but
haven’t contacted the post
office, must let the IRS
know the new address, she
said.

Currently the last two
numbers of your social se-
curity number will be used
to determine when you will
get the check.

Ayers also stressed that
a person had to have
earned money and paid
taxes in 2000 to qualify for
the advance credit.

Check out the IRS
website, www.irs.gov. The
site contains a wealth of in-
formation and should be
able to answer most ques-
tions. If not, call the local
tax advocate at the Okla-
homa City Internal Rev-
enue Service office.

Money from Uncle Sam
on its way to taxpayers

Your tax breakYour tax break
opinion$:opinion$:

“I like it. I think it’s
a good idea.”

—Eric
Rogers

OSU student

“I want to know
where the money is

coming from and
where we’ll be

missing it later, but
sure, I want a check
just like everybody

else.”
         —Robye

   Altizer
Nursing major

“I probably won’t
get it because I’m
dependant on my
mom. I really don’t
care though.”

        —Anrea
    Sykes

        Nursing major

“I’ll take it! I think
everybody should

get the cut [not just
the independent

taxpayers.]”
—Simon
Gallegos

AV Technician

Interstate mishap sends
three youngsters to hospital

By Mark Stack
Staff Writer

Five children attending
OKCCC’s Team Extreme
program escaped serious
injury last Wednesday
when they were involved in
a traffic accident on their
way back to campus.

Ashley Harlan, 20, said
she was driving one of the
school’s Chevrolet Astro
vans when a semi tractor
trailer in front of her drove
over a shredded tire caus-
ing the tire to fly up and
strike the front windshield.

“We were headed north on
Interstate 35 around 3:30
p.m. coming back from
swimming in the
Chickasaw National [Recre-
ation Area] when a truck
ran over a tire that flew up
and hit the van,” said
Harlan, program counselor.

Harlan said in the
OKCCC incident report that
after the semi ran over the
tire debris, the tire then
flew up and hit the front
windshield.

The windshield shattered
and the rearview mirror in-
side the van broke off, strik-
ing passenger Ryan
Higginbotham in the chest.

It then ricocheted off of
Higginbotham hitting an-
other passenger, Nicole
Foster, in the side of the
head. Another passenger,
Tracy Worth, injured her
hip in the accident.

The two other passengers
in the van received minor
cuts from the debris of
glass. Higginbotham, Fos-
ter and Worth were all
transported to Purcell Hos-
pital where they were
treated and released.

“I’m just glad everyone is
safe and alright, that’s all
that matters,” said Harlan.

Damage to the college ve-
hicle is estimated at $1000.

    read the PIONEER
www.okc.cc.ok.us/pioneer

OnlineOnlineOnlineOnlineOnline
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Intersession classes still available
      Students still have the opportunity to earn college credit
during the August Intersession. Classes begin July 30 and
run through Aug. 17. Numerous sections are available in
courses such as biotechnology, computer science,
economics, English, history, nursing, political science,
psychology and sociology. Students can enroll in person,
on the phone by calling 682-6222 or they can enroll online
at www.okc.cc.ok.us.

Summer building hours set through July 27
     Weekday hours are: Monday through Thursday, 7 a.m.
to 11 p.m. Friday from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.
    College will be closed Saturdays and Sundays except
as follows: Entry 6 will be open for computer lab (1S7)
and the testing center (1V7-Saturday and Sunday only).
    Weekend hours for computer lab and testing center:
Friday, 7 a.m. to 11 p.m.; Saturday 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.;
Sunday, 12:30 to 5:30 p.m.
    Print Shop summer hours: Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to 6
p.m.

New music class for part-time musicians
   A new music course is being offered at OKCCC.
Fundamentals of Music, taught by Dave Archer, is a music
course for non-music majors who love music and would
like to know more about the theory but know they aren’t
ready for Music Theory 1. People who like to sing in church
choirs but can’t read music, those who play a little guitar
or piano and would like to play better, but need some theory
to do so can all benefit from the class. The class will be
offered in the fall from 9:30-10:50 a.m. every Tuesday and
Thursday. If you would like to know more about the class,
contact Dave Archer at 682-1611, ext. 7245.

Substance abuse help available
The Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and

Substance Abuse Services has established a speaker’s
bureau to help promote awareness about substance abuse
in Oklahoma. Speakers are available on a variety of topics
such as addiction, treatment and recovery, family issues,
gender-specific issues, methamphetamine, alcoholism,
inhalant abuse and other issues related to addiction. Civic
or school organizations, ministerial alliances, businesses
and other groups throughout the state can arrange for a
speaker by calling Pam McKeown, ODMHSAS Substance
Abuse division at (405) 522-5102.

Highlights

Club presidents to meet
and discuss fall semester

By Austin Davidson
Contributing Writer

Officers and sponsors
representing the multitude
of clubs at the college will
meet Friday, June 29, on
campus, to help get
acquainted and prepare
their clubs for the fall
semester.

From noon until 3 p.m.
the officers and sponsors
will discuss publicity and
promotion of their clubs as
well as list a set of
responsibilities for officers
and members alike.

Lunch will be served and
any questions  concerning

the clubs will be answered.
Student Life employee

Adam Benson describes the
meeting as basically a fun
workshop where officers
can all get to know each
other and prepare for the
upcoming semester.

Benson said the most im-
portant reason for the
meeting is getting ac-
quainted with other clubs
and their members.

Another subject Benson
said would be discussed is
the Student Leadership Re-
treat Aug. 10 through 12 at
Lake Murray State Park.

At least one person from
each club must attend the
retreat which includes
camping, swimming and

outdoor fun. It is beneficial
that all club members at-
tend, Benson said.

An accurate count of
people attending is impor-
tant so enough food is pre-
pared, club officers and
members are urged to call
to reserve their space or
clear up any questions at
682-7523.

Left: Marine Officers
Survival coordinator,
Mark Brown, helps
another instructor with
her belt and bullet
proof vest. State
trooper Tony Nelson
gives instructions to
the guys that will be
next to suit up for the
water. The class was
taught by the
Oklahoma Highway
Patrol in the OKCCC
Aquatic center.

Right: After
being pushed
into the pool,
wearing full
uniform and 12
pounds of gear,
the officers
practiced quickly
drawing their
gun in water.

Photos by Melissa
DePew
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Classifieds
Pioneer Classified Advertising is
free to all currently enrolled
OKCCC students and employ-
ees for any personal classified
ad. Ads must be submitted in  writ-
ing with IDs supplied or work area
and college extension included.
Deadline for advertising is 5 p.m.
Tuesday prior to the publication
date. Call 682-1611, ext. 7674 for
more information.

FOR SALE:  2000 Mazda
Protégé, 6K miles. Silver 4dr,
auto., CD, 33mpg.  $12,700. Call
Terry 405-715-3350.

FOR SALE: ’91 400cc Suzuki
Bandit, new tires, throttle cable,
seals in front forks, and car-
buretors cleaned. Only 15k miles.
Asking $2,000 OBO. Call Paul at
376-5440 or 414-1686.

FOR SALE: ’88 Chevy Camaro.
rebuilt engine, runs excellent, very
dependable needs minor touch-
ups. If you’re looking for a Camaro,
this is definitely one to check out.
Selling at a low price of only
$1,500. Call Bobbi at 685-4282
after 5 p.m.

MISCELLANEOUS

AUTOMOBILES

OKLAHOMA CITY: I will
babysit in my home from 5 to 10
p.m. seven days a week. 15 years
experience. I have two girls of my
own. Low rates. Call Crystal at
601-4280.

FOR SALE: 100-gallon reptile
tank with extras. Fair condition.
$125 OBO.  324-1456.

FOR SALE: Small T.V. stand
$10, folders $1, business statistics
book for sale at end of semester.
Call 330-0731.

FOR SALE: Boat! Boat! 15 foot
baja boat. Good looking. Good
shape. E-Z Loader custom trailer
with Johnson 115-hp outboard
motor. Clean and running well.
Stereo-radio-cassette player and
more. $1,500. Call 943-4160.

FOR SALE: A set of 17x7 Focal
R3’s wrapped with 205/45/R17
Yokohama A520’s, 4x100 and
4x4.5 bolt pattern, EC. $725 OBO.
Call David at 642-6349.

EMPLOYMENT

FOR RENT

CHILD CARE

Go ahead!Go ahead!Go ahead!Go ahead!Go ahead!
Check the Pio-Check the Pio-Check the Pio-Check the Pio-Check the Pio-
neer Online outneer Online outneer Online outneer Online outneer Online out
on the web aton the web aton the web aton the web aton the web at

 www.okcccpioneer.com www.okcccpioneer.com www.okcccpioneer.com www.okcccpioneer.com www.okcccpioneer.com

FOR RENT:FOR RENT:FOR RENT:FOR RENT:FOR RENT: This space. This space. This space. This space. This space.
ONLY $8 per week!ONLY $8 per week!ONLY $8 per week!ONLY $8 per week!ONLY $8 per week!
Call  682-1611,ext.Call  682-1611,ext.Call  682-1611,ext.Call  682-1611,ext.Call  682-1611,ext.
7674 for details .7674 for details .7674 for details .7674 for details .7674 for details .

Let the PIONEERLet the PIONEERLet the PIONEERLet the PIONEERLet the PIONEER
help yhelp yhelp yhelp yhelp your cour cour cour cour companyompanyompanyompanyompany

find employfind employfind employfind employfind employees!ees!ees!ees!ees!
FFFFFor $16 per wor $16 per wor $16 per wor $16 per wor $16 per week,eek,eek,eek,eek,
yyyyyour cour cour cour cour company canompany canompany canompany canompany can
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at 682at 682at 682at 682at 682-1611,-1611,-1611,-1611,-1611,

Offers a Competitive Compensation Package

• 20-25 hours a week
• Up to $8.00 per hour to start
• Tuition Assistance after 30 days
• $.50 raise after 90 days
• Shifts that fit school schedules
• Career Opportunities

Apply in Person at:

1500 West Reno
Monday Through Friday

9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
AA/EOE

ext. 767ext. 767ext. 767ext. 767ext. 76744444

FOR SALE: Size 6 Eden Bridal
wedding gown. Never worn.
Asking $300. Please call 841-9739
or 749-2155.
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College dollars spread around
 “Budget,”

Cont. from page 1

High speed chase leads highway patrol officers to campus

praisals.
The majority of employ-

ees, 66.2 percent exceeded
job requirements

Todd’s 5.2 percent raise
will add $6,238 to his base
salary for a total of
$126,547.

 Salaries, wages and ben-
efits account for $23 mil-
lion of the budget, or 73.9
percent, an increase of $1.3
million from last year.

Marty Ludlum, professor
of business, is satisfied
with the pay raises.

“There seems to be good
support of education at the
state capitol,” Ludlum said.

He said inflation has been
low, around 2 percent, and
the college’s lowest pay
raise of 3 percent was
higher than the increased
rate of cost of living in Okla-
homa.

Also, Ludlum said, the
college pays for benefits
such as dental and life in-
surance.

Students in the federal
work study program will re-
ceive pay raises as well.

Work study participants
will have their hourly wages
increased from $6 to $6.50.
After one year in the work
study program with the
same department, a stu-
dent’s wages will be in-
creased from $6.25 to $7.

The budget for utilities in
FY 2001 has increased, as
expected, to $1,249,400,
an increase of $379,400
from last year due to the
increased cost of natural
gas experienced last winter.

OKCCC received the ma-
jority of its funding $18.8
million (57.9 percent) from
state appropriations, an in-
crease of $1 million from
last year.

Revenue from student
fees account for $7.3 mil-
lion (22.6 percent) of the
budget, an increase of
$736,135 from FY 2000.

The college expects the
extra money because of
enrollment and tuition in-
creases in FY 2002.

The Regents also ap-
proved the $6.3 million
Auxiliary Enterprises and
Student Facilities budget
for FY 2001.

The budget for FY 2002
includes a carryover of
$2,276,348 from last year.

 “Chase,”
Cont. from page 1

soccer camp full of kids,
stopped, and all ran out of
the vehicle,” Medeiros said.

He said the four then
spread out and broke into

several houses in the
neighborhood south of the
soccer field.

“The [police] helicopter
was there so we knew
where each one was
headed,” Medeiros said.

“I captured the first crimi-
nal. The other two were
found in surrounding

houses, and I don’t know
who caught the fourth.”

OHP Trooper Jim
Wiginton was another of-
ficer on the scene. He
stayed behind to search the
suspects’ car.

“We searched the vehicle
and found 1.3 grams of
crack on the driver’s floor-

board,” Wiginton said.
He said all four men will

be charged with possession
of a controlled dangerous
substance and eluding po-
lice, a felony.

The driver also will be
charged with assault with
a deadly weapon and
speeding.

Renting days over for college
By Mark Stack & Vu A. Vu

Staff Writers

After a little wheeling and dealing,
OKCCC now  owns the land the college
sits upon for the first time in its 29-
year history.

The signing of Senate Joint Resolu-
tion 26 by Gov. Frank Keating on April
17 made the deal possible.

The resolution, authored by state
Sen. Dave Herbert (D-Midwest City) and
state Rep. Jim Glover (D-Elgin), was
written specifically for the purpose of
helping the college acquire the land.

“It was a significant day in the his-
tory of the college,” OKCCC President
Bob Todd said.

He said the exchange of land was vi-
tal due to OKCCC’s master plan to re-
model the college.

The Oklahoma Commissioners of the
Land Office, also known as the school
land commission, previously controlled
the rights to OKCCC’s land.

College attorney Jerry Steward said,
in the old contract, written in 1973, the
college paid $5,000 annually to the land
commission.

However, Steward said, when the
commissioners wanted to substantially
increase the college’s rent, he decided
he wanted to turn the situation into a
“win-win deal for everybody.”

That’s when he sought a legislative
solution.

Steward said the two major forces
behind the land exchange were OKCCC
and the Commissioners of the Land of-
fice. He said both sides agreed to legis-
lation which would make the land ex-
change legal.

Herbert said, since he did a lot of work
for the land commission, he agreed to
author the bill.

He said state Sen. Keith Leftwich (D-
OKC) was also a driving force behind
the passage of the bill.

“[Leftwich] supported the bill because
the school is in his district.”

Once the bill passed, the deal was

almost done.
The college officially received the deed

from the Commissioners of the Land
Office on May 8.

Todd presented the deed to OKCCC
Board of Regents Chairman Dan
Hardage during the May 14 Commit-
tee of the Whole meeting.

SJR 26 passed the state House of
Representatives by 100 to 0, and the
Senate by 43 to 0 in March and April.

Under the resolution, land located in
Lawton and owned by the Public Build-
ing Fund, an entity that helps state
schools acquire property, was turned
over to OKCCC.

That gave the college some bargain-
ing power.

Steward said the college was able to
trade the Lawton parcel to the land
commission for the deed to the college
property.

Tim Cartwright, administrative pro-
gram officer of the Commissioners of
the Land Office, said his office was re-
quired by the Oklahoma constitution
and the Enabling Act to maximize prof-
its for their beneficiaries, which is why
they wanted to raise OKCCC’s rent.

The beneficiaries, which were named
at statehood, are the University of Okla-
homa, Oklahoma State University,
Southeastern State College, South-
western State College, Northeastern
State College, Northwestern State Col-
lege, Langston University, and Ton-
kawa Junior College.

Another option from their lawyers,
Cartwright said, was to open a portion
of OKCCC’s land to commercial devel-
opment.

Instead of commercializing OKCCC or
raising the rent, Cartwright said, they
opted to trade property.

Steward said the land commission re-
ceived what it wanted and the college
received what it wanted, hence the
“win-win deal [for] everyone.”

Since the college now owns the land,
it is not required to pay anything, not
even taxes, Steward said.

“The Commissioners of the Land of-
fice won and the college won.”

Because the chase began
in Chickasha, Wigington
said, the charges against
the four, ages 18 to 23, were
filed in Grady County.
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